
Words MatterWords Matter

April 19, 2021 
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Webinar via Zoom 
Free and Open to the Public  

Registration is Required

About the Event: Our use of language 
influences how race, religion and public policy 
intersect. This webinar will explore the power of 
language in the intersection of race, religion and 
public policy that is reflected in how different 
groups thrive while others remain marginalized. 
Participants will be invited to examine the 
impact of language – the power of words -  
through this lens. Panelists include a linguist, a 
practical theologian, and leaders of community 
agencies that empower marginalized 
communities for social change.

Schedule
7:00 pm 

Welcome and 
Introductions

7:05 pm 
Panelist Presentations  
(12-13 minutes each)

8:20 pm 
Panel Discussion

8:40 pm 
Q&A with Panelists

8:50 pm 
Plenary Wrap-up

9:00 pm 
Adjourn 

Sponsored by 

The Center for the Study of Latino/a Christianity 
and Religions of Perkins School of Theology, SMU

&

Department of World Languages and Literature,  
Dedman School of the Humanities and Sciences, SMU

Click here for more information  
and to register for the webinar:  

https://bit.ly/31e0rg9

Panelists

Shellie Ross 
Executive Director,  
The Wesley-Rankin  

Community Center, Dallas, TX

Dr. Evelyn Parker 
Susanna Wesley Centennial  

Professor of Practical Theology,  
Perkins School of Theology, SMU

Dr. Alberto Pastor 
Associate Professor of Spanish, 

Department of World Languages  
and Literature, Dedman College  

of Humanities and Sciences, SMU

Bill Holston 
Executive Director,  

Human Rights Initiative,  
Dallas, Texas

Emily Timm 
Co-Executive Director,  

Proyecto de Defensa Laboral/Workers  
Defense Project, Austin-Dallas-Houston

Rev. David Wilson 
Assistant to the Bishop,  

Oklahoma Indian  
Missionary Conference

The Intersectionality  
of Race, Religion  
and Public Policy
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