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PERKINS ANNOUNCES WENDLAND-COOK PROFESSORSHIP
INAUGURAL LECTURE, OCTOBER 8, 2009

Dallas, Texas — Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University announces
a lecture commemorating the establishment of the Wendland-Cook Professorship at Perkins, to
be given by Dr. Joerg Rieger, the first scholar to hold that professorship. The lecture, “Speaking
Truth to Power—With a Twist: Re-envisioning the Task of Theology and the Academy,” will be
presented on Thursday, October 8, at 5:00 p.m. in the Great Hall of Elizabeth Perkins Prothro

Hall at Perkins on the SMU campus. A reception will follow in Kirby Hall Parlor.

In the spring of 2008 SMU received a $1 million gift from Barbara Cook Wendland and
Erroll Wendland and the Joe B. and Louise P. Cook Foundation to establish the Wendland-Cook
Professorship in Constructive Theology at Perkins. The Wendlands, long time supporters of both
Perkins and SMU, have designated holders of the professorship to make substantial contributions
to the academic study of systematic and constructive theology that address current church and
social issues; to address issues of inequality of power and to show commitment to the liberation
of all people, the promotion of justice, and the encouragement of nonviolence; to be versed in
current critical theory; to have international reputation and involvement; and to aim not only at
communicating widely in the academic world but especially at inspiring laity and clergy at the

local-church level to expand their theological perspectives.
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In December of last year, Dr. Joerg Rieger, Professor of Systematic Theology at Perkins,
was named by the University as Perkins’ first Wendland-Cook Professor of Constructive
Theology effective on January 1 of this year. For more than two decades Rieger has worked to
bring together theology and the struggles for justice and liberation that mark our age. His work
addresses the relation of theology to public life, using tools from cultural studies, critical theory,
and religious studies, and reflecting on the misuse of power in politics and economics. Known
among his generation of theologians for his prolific and visionary writing, his books include
Christ and Empire: From Paul to Postcolonial Times (2007, German and Portuguese transl.);
Opting for the Margins: Postmodernity and Liberation in Christian Theology (ed., 2003); God
and the Excluded: Visions and Blindspots in Contemporary Theology (2001, Portuguese transl.
in preparation); and Remember the Poor: The Challenge to Theology in the Twenty-First Century
(1998). His most recent book, No Rising Tide: Theology, Economics, and the Future, is due in
October 2009. A volume that he co-authored with Brazilian theologian Jung Mo Sung and
Argentinian theologian Nestor Miguez, titled Beyond the Spirit of Empire: New Perspectives in
Politics and Religion, is also forthcoming. Rieger has lectured throughout the U.S., as well as
internationally, including presentations in South Africa, Zimbabwe, Germany, Switzerland,
Austria, England, Russia, Brazil, Argentina, and Mexico. He is on the steering committee of Jobs

with Justice in North Texas and is co-founder of the Workers’ Rights Board in the Dallas area.

Perkins School of Theology, founded in 1911, is one of five official University-related
schools of theology of The United Methodist Church. Degree programs include the Master of
Divinity, Master of Sacred Music, Master of Theological Studies, Master of Church Ministries,
and Doctor of Ministry, as well as the Ph.D., in cooperation with SMU’s Dedman College of

Humanities and Sciences.
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