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Course Description
P

When we pray, “o Tl’}g kingdom come, Thg will be done, on carth as itis in heaven”
we are entering a spiritual realm and Praging that this Gochealm
will show up here, among us in the earth of ourlives. We are also comccssing that there
is a gap between how life is here in the kingclom of the worlcl, and the realm of (Godin
heaven. | he ministry of sPiritua! guidance pays attention to:
° disceming the gap
e tohow Gocl comes to briclge and heal the division
e to thcjoumeg of how we rcsponc! to (God’s presence and work within
and among us to bring us home to God, to our sclves, to
each other, and to creation
e andto how we learn to live and move with (God incliviclua“g, in the

church, and in the world
Kcacling

NRSV Bible

f 70{9 L/'stcm'ng: T/Ié‘ Art ofﬁf)iﬁi’ua/ Direction.
Margarét Gusntlﬁcr. Cowlcg Fublications, 1992.

7776 F ractice ofﬁpl%/'tua/ Direction.
Wi”iam Al Barrg & Wi”iam J Conno“g. I’—IarPer & Row, 1982.

Discernment: [ cac//ng the 5{5'/75 of Daf/ﬂ [ ite.
Henri Nouwen. HarPCrOne, 2013

W/Jcn Lcac/@rgﬁfp and 5/:7/’/‘/&13/ Direction Meet: 51’0/‘/65 and K eflections



for Congrega tional | ite.
C]i] W. Stagord. Rowman and Lit’c]e]cielcl, 2013

[ive Pooks on (_onsideration: Advice to a [ ope.
Reacl: “Book One” and “Book Two”‘

Bernarcl of C]airvaux. Tr John D Anderson & Elizabeth T K ennan. Cistercian
FPublications: 1976.

C ome with Me: Da//y L/’v//zg with a New Monastic K ule of / ife.
Missional Wisdom Foundation, 2015.

chdg J Miller

Coursc ]ntcntions:

]n conversation with the texts, each other, with our storied exPerienceJ and with (God

tlﬂrouglﬂ various Practiccs of contcmp]ativc prayer, we will:

® recognize and live into the (areat Storg of (God within and begoncl
Scripturc

e become aware of how our own stories are held in the Great Story

° Practicc the ministry of storﬁJistem'ng as spiritual guidance

° contcmplatc and discover how our own ghcts and lcadcrship meet and
move with sPirituql direction within and bcyond the congregation

° clcvcloP a Pcrsonal rhgthm and rule of life and prayer

o become aware of how we listen and rcsponc{ outside the walls of the
church and academia

° develop a éesign for the implementation and practice of the
ministry of spiritua] guidance within or bcyond the church

Assignmcnt

Fragerfu”y discern and formulate:

e 2 clesign for the emergence and Practice



C[ari{zy

chuircmcnts

of the ministry of sPiritua] guidance within your own Place of ministry.
(See handout Forguic{ance)

a biblical and sPiritual theo]ogg which unc{ergirds your undcrstancling of
spiritual guidance with individuals and

community

a guide~]ine Foryour clevelopment, emergence and Practice of the
ministry of sPiritua] guidancc

alist of the resources needed

your intent

your own Personal sPiritual Practices as you engage in this preparatory
work

your questions, needs, how you deal with the “unknown” and what is
beyoncl your control

what Practice of the ministry of sPiritual guiclance will be exPerienced as

you prepare and begin implementing this ministr9

prepare to make in-class rCPorts and Prcscntations from your work
draw from the c]ass resources
discern and Practice your own rlﬁytlﬁm and rule of life and prayer;
comP]ctc a Pcrsona! reflection oFgour cxpcricncc {guiclc supplicd)
receive and give sPiritua] guiclancc within class sessions
be PreParecl to present your clesign in Printed Form, using visua]s, etc.
which serve your intent
include pages w ic express your i ica,spiri ual theologica

lude 2 hich biblical tual theol !
underpinning of sPiritua] formation and guidance
be Prcparecl to lead the classin a sPiritually formative ]carning
exPerience in which you Practice the ministrg of sPiritual guiclance as
you lead

(Grade is based on:
an]itg omcyour written Project



Qua]itg otyour leac!erstxip of a sPiritually formative
exPerience in which you Practice the ministrg of sPiritual
guidance

Attendance

Engagement in class
]nstructor

Wencly Milleris a contemplative stor3~[istener and a transformative instructor. She
has a deep love for the narratives which form the biblical mega-story, stories which
offera cloorwag for persons to engage with their own life and soul—storg, and to

encounter (3od within and behind their own storied exPerience.

She holds a B.A. in Re!igion and Fhilosophg from Jowa Wes!egan Co”ege, a
Masters clegree in thrct‘n Leaderst‘nip with a concentration in Pastoral care and
counse]ing from [" astern Mennonite Seminarg (EMS) in Harrisomburg, VA, and
anSTM degree in Spiritual Ttmeologg and Spiritua] Direction from (General
Tt‘neotogical Seminarg in New Yori( Citg. [Her written works include: /_earn/ng to
[ isten, A gu/a’e )[or5/o/’r/'tua/ [ riends; [nvitation to /D resence: a (yuide Jforﬁp/’rftua/
Dfscip//nes; Jesus, Ourﬁp/rftua/ Director: A ﬁZgrzhage Tﬁroug/% the Gospe/s;
and (Come with Me: Da//y L/’vfn‘g with a Monastic Missional Kule of | ite.

Named Frotessor I~ meritus in Spiritual Formationat - M5 after teactﬁng spiritual
tormation, sPiritual direction, and supervising training of spiritua] directors for i 9
years, Wenclg continues to nurture the sPiritua] formation and training of ]ag persons
and clergy invarious Urxited Methodist and Mennonite Conterences for the
missional ministry of tencling the soul of Persons/congregation/ communities within
and beyonc} the church. Since relocating in Da“as, Texasin20i3 she serves as
Director of SPiritua] Direction and Mormation for the ministries of the Missional
Wisclom Moundation. Wendg is also one of the instructors in the Ferkins Sctlool of

Ttleo]ogy Certiticate n SPirituai Direction program. Stme is an ordained minister
within the \/irginia Corncerence of the Menrnonite Church.

T‘}er husband, Ect Mi”er, is an ordained minister in the Mennonite Ctnurctn (now



retired), and serves as a spiritua] director and small group supcrvisomcor spiritua]
direction training programs. Theg have five adult children and eleven granc{chilc{ren, all
of whom still enjog meeting togetherlcorlcamily week every othergear) and on many
other impor’can’c Family occasions — including occasional fun texting on Saturdag

axctemoons.



