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TEXASGEOTHERMAL FUN FACTS

e Austin was one of thefirst citiesin Texas to use geothermal energy for heating. In fact, even the State Capitol was
originally heated by geothermal water.

e Today awell in Austin supplies warm ground water (97°F) for year round swimming in the outdoor pool at Stacy
Park.

o Waco was known as the “ Geyser City” because of naturally flowing water from wells drilled into the
Hosston/Trinity aquifer.

e Since 1960 there are over 534,000 wells drilled in Texas. Some say there are 1,000,000 holes drilled into the Texas
ground.

e CotullaHigh Schooal, in 1977, received Department of Energy (DOE) funding to use its 109°F water for heating.
By doing so it saves 3.8 GW/h per year in energy.

e San Antonio once had the “Hot Wells Hotel” that used the 106°F well water for aspa. The ground water around
San Antonio has temperatures as high as 118°F.

e Under the reservoir of Lake Armistad, along the Rio Grande, are geothermal springs.

e BigBend Nationa Park has six springs that were used by the Apache and Comanche Indians. Today they are still
popular with visitors.

e The Marathon area of West Texasis an extension of the Arkansas Ouachita Mountains and considered the last part
of the Appalachian Mountains. The deep faults suggest potential for hydrothermal resources hot enough to produce
electricity using a geothermal power plant. A well drilled to 10,000 ft had 308°F water.

e Indian Hot Springs in Hudspeth County have been used by people for therapeutic bathing since prehistoric times.

e Themunicipal water supply for Eden, Texasis 130°F. Thecity islooking for companies who can use the water for
economic benefit, such as fish and alligator farming or a greenhouse.

e A well east of Thorndale, Texas was originally used for the production of “medicina crystals’.

e Anartesian well in Brownwood, Texas, until recently, was extensively used for alarge therapeutic clinic and
swimming pool.

o Geopressure wellsin the Texas Gulf Coast are able to flow with pressure to the surface and if not controlled would
shoot hundreds of feet into the air.

o Gonzales Warm Springs Foundation for Crippled Children in Ottine, Texas was started because of an oil well that
struck warm water. The 98.5°F water was used in a hospital for polio victims starting in 1939. Today the warm
water supports medical practice as an energy source, rather than treatment.

e Navarro Junior Collegein Corsicana, Texas uses the 120°F water from awell for space heating and its hot water
needs.

e Thereare over 140 schools and over 10,000 homes with geothermal heat pump systemsin Texas.

e Thehottest well recorded is 510°F @ 23,800 ft (-96.86 Longitude, 28.79 L atitude) east of Victoria, Texas.
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