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Honors Courses Spring 2008

First Year Honors Rhetoric
ENGL 2306
The Ethical, the Catastrophic, and Human Responsibility
This course confronts profound ethical questions through considerations of history, literature, psychology, philosophy, and sociology. Beginning with a story by Flannery O’Connor that poses questions about ethical conduct, students explore texts and events that challenge the foundations of philosophical and religious ethical systems. The course also addresses contemporary ethical questions regarding individual freedom and responsibility and the meanings of “community.”
MWF

001H 

9-9:50 am
Stone (VS 203) 
002H

10-10:50 am
Stone (VS 203) and Hopper (Dallas 120)

003H

11-11:50 am
Hopper (Dallas 138) and Goyne (VS 203)

004H

12-:12-50 pm
Hopper (Dallas 137)

TuTh
006H

9:30-10:50 am
Goyne (VS 203) and Grumbles (VS 303)

007H

11-12:30 pm
Goyne (VS 203), Grumbles (VS 303) and Hodge (Dallas 357)


008H

12:30-1:50 pm
Howard (VS 203) and Schwartz (VS 303)

009H

2-3:20 pm
Shattles (VS 203)

Arts

MUHI 3341-001H 

Women and Music

TuTh 9:30-10:50 am

Donna Mayer-Martin, OFAC 2020
This course introduces students to the rich traditions of musical women and to the variety of roles women have played in both "art" music and popular music. The course also introduces feminist and gender theories as related to the music of women and men.

Literature

ENGL 1365 - 001H  
Literature of Minorities
TuTh 12-:30-1:50 pm
Bruce Levy, Dallas 115

Outstanding and representative works of African-American, Hispanic-American, Gay, Asian-American, and Native American literature, both in their immediate cultural context and against the background of the larger American culture.

ENGL 2314-001H
Doing Things with Poems 
TuTh 9:30-10:50 am 

Willard Spiegelman, Dallas 351

Introduction to the study of poems, poets, and how poetry works, focusing on a wide range of English and American writers. Some attention to matters of literary history. Restricted to students in the University Honors Program. Satisfies Poetry requirement for English Major.

Politics/Economics

PLSC 1320

Intro to American Government
TuTh 11-12:30 pm
Dennis Ippolito, Fondren Science 152

The organization, functions, and processes of our national government, with particular attention to parties, pressure groups, and other forces that influence its course. Attention will also be given to the Texas Constitution.

PLSC 1340

Intro to Comparative Politics 
TuTh 9:30-10:50 am

Michael Lusztig, Hyer 110

Analyzes and contrasts different patterns of national political development in Western, Marxist-Leninist, and Third World countries. Political dilemmas confronting each type of system will be examined.

ECO 1312.001H
MacroEconomics


TuTh 12:30-1:50pm

Nathan Balke, Umphrey Lee 303

Please Note: Permission from Advisor Ms. Barbara Mohrle required to register for this class.  

Behavioral Sciences

ANTH 4336.001H

Concepts of Evolution
TuTh 9:30-11 am

Ronald Wetherington, Heroy Bldg 426

Using original writings, interpretive texts, and biographies, this seminar will examine the rise of evolutionary ideas from ancient times through the 20th century.

Limited to 12 honors students
SOCI 2310-002H

Intro to Sociology

MWF 10-10:50 am
Joe Cruz, Fondren Science 155

The perspective and basic content of sociology, emphasizing the ways in which values and other beliefs influence social behavior.

History & Art history

ARHS 1304-001H 

Intro to Western Art II

TuTh 11-12:20 









and F 11-12:20
Lisa Pon, OFAC 2130

Renaissance through Modern. A continuation of ARHS 1303. Can be taken separately or as part of a two-term survey of the history of Western art. A small honors discussion group will meet on Friday mornings with the professor.  No prerequisite.

HIST 1322-001H
First Year Seminar- Queens and Mistresses
Tu 2-5 pm
Kathleen Wellman, Room TBA

This class offers the first year student an opportunity to explore particular topics in European history intensively in a small class setting.  The focus will be on officially designated royal mistresses and queens as vehicle to explore the history of Renaissance France and the history of women.  It will treat the story of their lives and the myths constructed around them by looking at memoirs, paintings, chronicles, poetry, etc., to understand the process of historical writing.  Readings will include, R. Knecht, The Rise and Fall of Renaissance France; Merry Wiesner, Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe; Michael Baxandall, Painting and Experience in Fifteenth century Italy; R. Knecht, Catherine de Medici; Marguerite de Navarre, Memoirs. 
HIST 3310-701H
The Seventies in the USA
Tu 6-9 pm
Alexis McCrossen, Dallas 101

It takes a few decades before the past becomes history; thus is the case with the 1970s, a decade which is now receiving intensive historical assessment and consideration.  This course will explore the various components of the long 1970s (1968-1984) that made the period as significant a watershed moment in the United States as the 1930s.  Authority (governmental, institutional, familial) was questioned more intensively than ever before or since.  A new informality symbolized by long hair, blue jeans, and slang, among other things, overtook nearly all spheres of American life.  What is more, the rising expectations that nearly all Americans had held since World War II came to an end: wages stagnated, prices soared, industries failed, various quests for equality (civil rights, feminism, gay rights, youth movement) stumbled, and political leadership vanished.  Class preparation will include reading historical essays and books; watching period films; listening to period music; and looking at period art and news photography.  Readings will include, Philip Jenkins, Decade of Nightmares; Bruce Schulman, The Seventies; Beth Bailey and Dave Farber, America in the Seventies; Karen Merrill, The Oil Crisis of 1973-1974; Andreas Killen, 1973 Nervous Breakdown.
Religious/Philosophical Thought

PHIL 1305.004H
Introduction to Philosophy
T/Th 2-3:20pm
Robert J Howell: Hyer 100

A general introduction to the central questions of philosophy. We will discuss topics from such areas as the theory of knowledge, philosophy of religion, metaphysics, philosophy of mind, ethics, and political philosophy. Typical questions might include: Can we know the world outside our minds? Is it rational to believe in a God who allows evil to exist? Do the laws of physics allow for human freedom? Is morality more than a matter of opinion? Can there be unequal wealth in a just society? Readings will include classical authors such as Plato, Descartes, Locke, Hume, and Mill, as well as contemporary philosophers. The focus of the course will be on arguments for and against proposed solutions to key problems of philosophy.

Enrollment Limit: 25

PHIL 1318.001H
Contemporary Moral Problems

TuTh 11-12:20am
William Robinson, Hyer Hall 102

PHIL 1318.002H
Contemporary Moral Problems

TuTh 2-3:20pm
Steven Sverdlik, Hyer Hall 107

An examination of current moral and legal issues. Topics may include abortion, euthanasia, animal rights, afrmative action, racism, sexism, drug legalization, censorship, and homosexuality.

Enrollment Limit: 25  

Cultural Formations

CFA 3348. 001H
Changing American Families

TuTh 12:30-1:20


Andrea Hamilton, Virginia-Snider Rm. 303

The course explores changes in American family life from the colonial period to the present.  Seeks to understand how family ideals, structures, and roles have shaped and been shaped by social and historical change.  

Enrollment Limit: 15.  

Fulfills Human Diversity Co-requirement
CFA 3309-701H
Lesbian and Gay Literature and Film
Tu 6:30-9:20 pm
William Beauchamp, Clements 134

The exploration, through literature and film, of the struggles by gay men and lesbians to create social identities and achieve human rights. Study of key cultures and pivotal historical periods in the West from ancient Greece to contemporary America.
CF 3311

Sex in America: An Introduction
TuTh 2-3:20 pm

David Doyle, Dallas 357

No field is more interdisciplinary than the study of gender and sexuality.  As writers and scholars seek to understand how these two categories have changed over time, or remained constant, they routinely read in such fields as anthropology, feminist theory, literature and literary criticism, history, psychology, and sociology.  To a greater or lesser extent all of these areas are considered in this course.  Readings will cover theoretical materials, and books on American history that we will move through chronologically—from the colonial period to the present.  Readings will include, Steven Seidman, The Social Construction of Sexuality; Will Roscoe, Changing ones: Third and Fourth Genders in Native North America; Clare A. Lyons, Sex Among the Rabble: An Intimate History of Gender and Power in the age of Revolution; Grace Metalious, Peyton Place; Norah Vincent, Self Made Man: One Woman’s Journey into Manhood and Back Again.
Fulfills Human Diversity co-requirement
CF 3343
Wives, Mothers, Lovers, Queens

TuTh 3:30-4:50 pm

Serge Frolov, Hyer 107

A historical and cross-cultural overview of the relationship between feminine and religious cultural expressions through comparative examinations and analyses of various goddess figures in world religions.
CFA 3312 Making History: Representations of Ethical Choices MWF 12-2:50

Tom Stone, Hyer 106

Interdisciplinary course examining ethical issues associated with the writing of “historical fictions” and the production of historical exhibits. Students will complicate conventional distinctions between disciplines and genres by looking at how playwrights, novelists, filmmakers, and museum curators/directors shape their productions from the raw materials of historical data. They will explore the ways in which historical memory is created and represented, further developing and refining their own engagements with texts, films, and museums. 

CF3353.001H Medieval Ideas




Wed 5:30-8:30pm

Bonnie Wheeler, Meadows Museum, Smith Auditorium

The goal of this course is to present some of the classic achievements of the medieval mind, focusing on developments of continuing interest; where advisable, comparisons and contrasts will be drawn with methods of thinking and solving problems in use in later times.  While the main focus will be on Medieval Europe and the adjacent Muslim world, wherever possible, students’ attention will be drawn to the developments in other cultural areas.  The course will be taught at the Meadows Museum, with extensive use of the collection.  Guest lecturers will include Dr. Mark Roglan, Dthe Museum’s Director.
Enrollment Limit: 20 


