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LEGISLATION TO MANDATE THAT THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

INCREASE COMMUNICATION WITH THE CONSTITUENTS OF THE SEAT THAT IS BEING FILLED

ACKNOWLEDGING 
that the purpose of the Membership Committee as stated in the “Membership Committee By-Laws is to interview all SMU students who desire to fill vacant seats in the Student Senate and to make recommendations to the Student Senate chamber”, so that appointments may be made

AWARE
that the Membership Committee must screen candidates to find qualified individuals that will be able to adhere to the duties required of an SMU Senator

CONVINCED
that, among other things, a senator is charged with the responsibility to be the median between his/her constituents and the Student Senate

REALIZING
that to adhere to this responsibility, SMU senators must have or be in the process of acquiring a relationship with the community of constituents that the SMU senator represents

STRESSING
that not only does Student Senate hold stake in filling the vacant seat, but the constituents of the vacant seat also have a considerable amount of interest in their representation 

OBSERVING
that Student Senate and the Membership Committee’s desire is to operate with the best interest of the constituents in mind

CONSCIOUS
that for the Membership Committee to accurately gauge the ability of the candidate to effectively communicate with his/her respective constituents said committee must increase the due diligence of current the process by receiving aid from an outside source of some kind
BEARING IN MIND
that the privacy of applicants for vacant seats should be protected to maintain applicants’ autonomy and individuality

NOTING
that there are a number of credible outside sources that would safely enhance the evaluation of a candidate’s competency including: advisors, other staff, and student leaders, and 
FURTHER NOTING
that the Membership Committee is a highly competent committee in charge of creating and amending their own by-laws

RESOLVED 
that the Membership Committee amend their by-laws to include two-way communication with the community of the vacant seat during the screening process
Respectfully Submitted,
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