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A RESOLUTION MOVING TOWARDS ADDRESSING THE CONCERNS OF EXTENDING THE HOURS OF OPERATION WITHIN MEADOWS SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
WHEREAS


constituents have talked to at least one of the Meadows 





Senators for the 94th Student Senate about the possibility 





of extending the hours of operation within the Meadows 





School of the Arts building, and

NOTING


that many students of Meadows School of the Arts need the 





conveniences that the building makes available to them 





(i.e., dance studios, music rooms, rehearsal rooms, etc.), 





and

NOTING 

FURTHER


of how unpractical such practice, rehearsal, etc., can be in 





a dorm room or apartment, and 

NOTING

FURTHER


of how difficult – and possibly expensive – it can be to find 



another area in Dallas to practice and rehearse at a 





convenient time for a given student, but 

BEARING IN 

MIND



that the majority of the Meadows constituents have not 





been spoken to by the current Meadows Senators on this 





issue, yet 

CONSIDERING

how time-consuming it would be to find even 300 

Meadows constituents (the average amount of constituents designated per Senator) to talk to about this issue face-to-face, and

APPRECIATING

how the Primary Author of this legislation talked to the 





Dean and Associate Dean (who as he recalled seemed to 





welcome the idea of utilizing a survey and perhaps a 





committee to address this concern), 

BE IT THEREFORE

RESOLVED


that the 95th Student Senate and the staff of Meadows 





consider the following steps:

1.)
Draft a survey for all the Meadows-declared students to complete on their thoughts for extended hours (possibly with the help of the Student Concerns Committee).  Consider putting on there anything in addition to that that Meadows students want to happen (i.e., better security, more finances for facilities, etc.).  Providing that extended hours is what a majority (or perhaps at least the Meadows majors who utilize the Meadows School of the Arts building the most frequently) want OR providing that a sufficient amount of Meadows majors are in favor of the idea, proceed to Step 2 (NOTE TO ALL: the following is simply a guide for an idea and is non-binding)…
2.)
Establish an Ad-Hoc Committee with its own governing documents and rules of order (perhaps with the help of the Student Senate –Faculty Senate Joint Committee).

3.)
Offer positions to the following people (NOTE TO ALL: this may require some special work with the Membership Committee or some type of group for an election as will be explained as to why):


-the Dean of Meadows


-the Associate Dean of Meadows


-the Police Chief of SMU P.D., or another high-ranking officer (for security 


measures)


-Perhaps someone from RLSH and/or the University Libraries (will have 

information on getting swipe-card access for Meadows)


-A student representative (one for each Meadows major) elected by his/her fellow 


students declared in the same major.  In other words, theater students would vote 


for a theater representative, dance students would vote for a dance representative, 


and so on.


-At least one Meadows Senator from Student Senate.


-The Student Body President, or someone designated by the Student Body 


President/elected by the Student Senate to serve on the committee.


-Some faculty from each Meadows department.

4.)
Consider one of the following procedures for deciding on the presiding officer of the Ad-Hoc Committee (will vote only in the case of a tie):


i.)
Have the committee co-chaired by one student and one faculty/staff 



member (both affiliated with Meadows if at all possible) who have both 



become familiar with the governing documents of the committee, and 



also familiar with Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, or


ii.)
Hire a certified professional parliamentarian part-time to head up the 



committee.  Can also be a good idea because can ensure that the chair is 



an objective source who is in charge.  Can also be a bad idea because, 



chances are, will not know much (if anything) about Meadows.

5.)
Consider the following procedures for duties of other Committee officers (will have no vote, unless voting in the case of a tie providing that said officer is presiding):


i.)
One or more designated Vice Chairs of the committee to serve as second-



in-line presiding officers.


ii.)
At least one designated Secretary to take minutes, transcripts, and keep 



track of all the records of the meeting (and other records if necessary).

6.)
Possibly have the committee divided into subcommittees (if at all necessary) 


while using the following structure as an example:

-External Development Research Subcommittee – seek help from sources outside the University

-Internal Development Research Subcommittee – seek help from sources within the University

-Finance Research Subcommittee – keep track of all financial matters as they relate to the goal(s) of Ad-Hoc Committee 

-Security Research Subcommittee – Will look into how to maintain (or even improve) security measures in Meadows School of the Arts.  Members might include an officer of SMU P.D.

-Benchmark Schools Research Subcommittee – would do research on SMU’s benchmark schools (which can be located at http://smu.edu/ir/Benchmark_Peer_Universities.asp).
-Operational Schools Research Subcommittee – would do research on SMU’s operational schools (which can be located at http://smu.edu/ir/Benchmark_Peer_Universities.asp).

-Colonial Group Research Subcommittee – would do research on SMU’s colonial group (which can be located at http://smu.edu/ir/Benchmark_Peer_Universities.asp).

-NOTE:  goal/purpose for such subcommittees is that they would break up the work in between meetings of the entire committee while also complimenting each other (i.e., Finance Subcommitteee could help the Internal and External Subcommittee keep track of funds that they receive, etc.).  

7.)
Have the Committee meet once every two weeks and the Subcommittees meet once every week – with research assignments designated to at least every general committee member to work on in between meetings in order to expedite the process of pursuing the goal of the committee.  These meetings shall begin at a designated time during the school year (if possible, in August of a new school year) and shall continue throughout the school year.  Exceptions will be made during holiday breaks and other special occasions., and
BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED


that this resolution encourages the 95th Student Senate and 





the staff of Meadows to work towards conducting such a 





survey as mentioned in “Step 1” of the above clause as 





soon as possible, and

BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED


that this resolution encourages the two groups mentioned in 





the previous resolved clause to have the survey ready for 





distribution to the Meadows students by the early part of 




the Fall Semester of 2008.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Goodman 

Meadows Senator

