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A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THAT THE UNIVERSITY NOT ADOPT A NEW WITHDRAWAL POLICY

RECOGNIZING 
that the University currently has no cap on the amount of classes an undergraduate student can withdraw from during his or her time at the University,
RECOGNIZING
that the January 31st, 2008 report of the President’s Task Force on Substance Abuse Prevention reasons that due to the lack of such a cap, “students frequently finish a semester taking fewer than 15 hours” and “[t]oo liberal a drop policy can discourage students from making academics their first priority,” and

RECOGNIZING
that the report recommends implementing a limit on the amount of classes students can withdraw from while students at SMU and that the University Administration is currently considering the adoption of such a policy, but 

STRESSING 
that there are often special circumstances requiring a student to withdraw from a substantial amount of classes, such as family loss, illness, etc.,
ACKNOWLEDGING
that the task force report recognizes this and recommends a withdrawal policy that accommodates special circumstances, but 

RECOGNIZING
that the circumstances requiring a student to withdraw from a class differ substantially from student to student and may not always be “special circumstances” as defined by the University, and
RECOGNIZING
that a strict limit on the amount of classes a student can withdraw from could adversely affect the student; for example, by forcing him to stay in a class he knows he will receive a detrimental grade in,

NOTING
that our benchmark schools such as Duke, Tulane, Vanderbilt, and Wake Forest, do not have any policy limiting the number of withdrawals and still have managed to maintain a strong academic environment, and

CONCLUDING 
that SMU students are mature adults and should be held personally responsible for their course loads, the effect of excessive withdrawals on their transcripts, and any other adverse consequences of excessive withdrawals; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED
that the SMU Student Senate hereby recommends that the University Administration not adopt a withdrawal policy, and leave it up to the discretion of the individual student to decide if withdrawing from a class is appropriate, and let it be further 
RESOLVED
that should the Administration indeed adopt such a policy, it allow the student to withdraw from at least eight classes while an undergraduate at SMU.

Respectfully Submitted,

SMU Students’ Association




