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A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE FACULTY SENATE TO REINSTATE FALL BREAK DURING OCTOBER FOR THE 

2008-2009 UNIVERSITY CALENDAR YEAR
WHEREAS
the current 2007-2008 university calendar does include a fall break, however it is combined with Thanksgiving break, and

NOTING
the upcoming 2008-2009 university calendar also does include a fall break, however, again, it is the same week of Thanksgiving break, and
FURTHER NOTING
that the previous 2006-2007 university calendar displayed fall break from October 10 and 11, separate from Thanksgiving, and
RECOGNIZING 
that there is a general consensus among SMU students that fall break should be changed in the future calendar and should be separate from Thanksgiving break (much like it was in 2006) considering that this notion is demonstrated by an online petition signed by 331 students and a group with over 579 members on Facebook.com, and

FURTHER RECOGNIZING
that the current university calendar has 54 consecutive class days which lends to student fatigue and distress from continuous class work without a short break, and

COGNIZANT
students would like fall break to be separate from the week of Thanksgiving to provide a physical and mental buffer during the fall semester. One option, out of several, includes starting classes on Thursday, August 21 and holding fall break on October 13 and 14, 2008 which would allow the same number of student-professor contact hours as in the current calendar, let it therefore be

RESOLVED
that the SMU Student Senate encourages the Faculty Senate to reinstate fall break in the 2nd week of October for the 2008-2009 university calendar.
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