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A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE ADMINISTRATION OF

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY TO ADOPT 

A "GOOD SAMARITAN" POLICY

WHEREAS
at Southern Methodist University, the physical, emotional, social, and intellectual well-being of all members of our community should be of primary importance as we belong to an institution of higher-learning, and 

EMPHASIZING 
that as a part of the process of growth and maturation into responsible adults, which is the purview of a university, students should be encouraged not only to look after their own health and safety but also that of their fellow colleagues and peers; however, as representatives of the student body, we are

CONCERNED
that Southern Methodist University does not currently have a policy related to affording judicial amnesty to students who are acting first-and-foremost to aid peers involved in alcohol or drug-related medical emergencies but may have themselves committed an offense under university policy at some point prior to engaging in said act of assistance; and

NOTING
that among its peer and benchmark institutions, Southern Methodist University is the only university that does not have a “Good Samaritan” policy, and 

NOTING FURTHER
that such a policy will act as a catalyst to encourage students to take the initiative to protect the health and safety of their peers, and will promote a community where people will care about one another’s well-being and will familiarize themselves with the methods which best promote peers receiving aid in the event of an emergency; and 

CONFIDENT 
that such a policy, if instituted at Southern Methodist University, will promote a community where people will care about one another’s well-being and will familiarize themselves with the methods which best promote peers receiving aid in the event of an emergency; and further 

EXPRESSING
that a "Good Samaritan" policy will demonstrate a collaboration between the Southern Methodist University administration and the Southern Methodist University Student Body stating that when a person’s health or safety is in jeopardy, immediate action should be taken, therefore disciplinary action will not be taken against those who seek medical assistance for others, provided the person has not previously violated other university policies that warrant formal disciplinary action,

NOTING WITH

APPROVAL
the efforts the University has already made in researching effective ways to promote awareness of the risks associated with drug and alcohol abuse pursuant to the three student deaths that occurred on campus last year, 

BE IT THEREFORE

RESOLVED
that the 94th Student Senate of Southern Methodist University expresses its support for the implementation of a "Good Samaritan" policy to promote the health and safety of our SMU community, and be it 

FURTHER

RESOLVED
that the University will implement this new policy as a part of the amendments which will result from the recommendations set forth by the President’s Task Force on Substance Abuse Prevention, which are scheduled to be announced at the close of the fall 2007 term.
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