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A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE STUDENT SENATE POLICIES
WHEREAS
the 94th Student Senate has been significantly inhibited in its ability to function as an oversight and approval body regarding committee recommendations, and

AWARE
that this confusion and procedural chaos has, at least in part, been due to a lack of clarity and direction within the Student Senate Policies regarding the complaint process, and

COGNIZANT that, as authors of the resolution enacting sweeping changes to Senate’s Policies document during the 93rd Student Senate, the authors of this resolution have spent an enormous amount of time researching the Policies of Senate and are thus implicitly somewhat responsible for the incoherency of the current Policies regarding complaints, and

RECOGNIZING that the internal standing committees follow very similar procedures when making recommendations to the Senate and how conducive this procedure is to centralization of the process, rather than dispersing the process throughout the Policies, and

CONCERNED that the internal standing committees’ procedures for handling complaints are not delineated equally, with the Finance Committee procedure receiving much more attention and detail than the other procedures, and

REALIZING  
that a simpler, more streamlined, document allows Senators to more quickly grasp and understand the policies of Senate, be it therefore 

RESOLVED
that the language currently in Article VI, Subsection 2, letter a, number 5  AND Article VI, Subsection 3, letter f AND Article VI, Subsection 4, letter b, number 5 be stricken and each reworded with language stating the following: “All complaints regarding financial requests shall be handled according to the complaint procedure outlined in Article VI of this document”, and be it

FURTHER 

RESOLVED
that a new Article VI be added to the Student Senate Policies titled “Complaints Regarding Committee Recommendations”, with the following text:


ARTICLE VI


COMPLAINTS REGARDING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The procedures outlined in Article VI pertain only to those recommendations considered explicit functions of internal standing committees, as outlined in Article V, Section 1 of the Student Senate By-Laws.

2. All complaints must include at least one argument explaining why the complaining Senator(s) disagree with the recommendation. It is the pertinent committee’s responsibility to decide whether the argument(s) made in the complaint are valid. 

3. If a complaint is filed against a committee’s recommendation:

a. The pertinent committee shall hear the complaint and make a further recommendation to the Senate at its next regularly scheduled meeting.

i. Upon receiving the complaint, the Chair of the committee shall notify the complaining Senator(s), and the organization or individual whose approval or financial request is being complained against, to appear before the committee at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The complaining Senator(s) shall be heard first and the organization or individual being complained against shall be heard second. At no time shall both parties be in the room together.

ii.
 The committee, upon hearing the parties involved, shall vote to amend or uphold their original recommendation.

b. Debate shall ensue on the committee’s new recommendation. The Senator(s) submitting the complaint shall have the first debate. After twenty minutes, debate will end unless debate time is extended according to procedures outlined in the Rules of Order of the SMU Student Senate. The committee’s new recommendation may be approved, amended, or rejected. The recommendation, or an amended version of the recommendation, requires a majority vote of the Senate to pass. 

3.   Complaints regarding a Finance Committee recommendation regarding a financial request shall be governed by the following additional rules:

a.
The complaining Senator(s) must stipulate in the complaint       whether the complaint wishes to increase or decrease the amount of the Committee’s recommendation.

b. 
If the complaint wishes to decrease the value of the Committee’s recommendation, the Committee’s second recommendation may not be a value more than the original recommendation.

c. 
If the complaint wishes to increase the value of the Committee’s recommendation, the Committee’s second recommendation may not be a value less than the original recommendation.

d.
If two complaints are filed, one intending to increase the value of the original recommendation and one intending to decrease the value of the original recommendation, the Committee may select any value for its second recommendation. 

And, be it

FURTHER

RESOLVED
that all text in Article VII, Subsection 4, letter a AND Article VII, Subsection 7, letter a AND Article VII, Subsection 10, letter a be stricken and each reworded as “All complaints regarding recognition of organizations shall be handled according to the complaint procedure outlined in Article 6 of this document”, and be it

FURTHER

RESOLVED
that Article VIII be added that reads:


ARTICLE VIII


FILLING OF SENATE VACANCIES

1. All Student Body and Student Senate Elections shall be conducted by the Membership Committee in accordance with the procedures outlined in the Student Body Constitution.

2. In between elections, the Membership Committee shall solicit applications for all vacant Senate positions, except those positions whose vacancies are filled in accordance with the procedures outlined in the Student Body Constitution.

3. Upon receiving at least one application for a vacant Senate position, the Membership Committee shall interview all potential candidates and shall make a recommendation regarding the vacancy. This recommendation shall be presented to the Senate at the next Senate meeting.

4. After the recommendation has been presented to Senate, any Student Senator, Student Body Officer, or Student Senate Officer may file a complaint concerning the Committee’s recommendation with the Membership Committee Chair by a deadline set by the Chair. The deadline for complaints shall not be less than 48 hours after the recommendation is presented in Senate as New Business.

5. All complaints shall be handled according to the procedures outlined in Article VI of this document.

6. If no complaints are filed, the Senate shall vote on the request, without any debate, at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The recommendation must pass by majority vote.

7. The Senate may, by two-thirds vote, bypass the one-week complaint process and consider the recommendation the day it is presented as New Business.

And, be it

FURTHER 

RESOLVED
that all subsequent Articles and subsections of the Student Senate Policies be renumbered to reflect these changes.

Respectfully submitted,

Reed Hanson

Engineering Senator
