[image: image1.png]SMU STUDENT

CENATE




SMU STUDENT SENATE

Bill Number: 




Final Vote: 

      



Author: John Jose, et al.


Student Senate Secretary:  Lamar Dowling
Dean of Student Life: Dee Siscoe

Student Senate Chair:
Lulu Seikaly

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE STUDENT SENATE ELECTION CODE
WHEREAS
the Election Code has not been updated since fall of 2006, and

NOTING
that several important changes relevant to the Election Code have taken place since then, and

COGNIZANT               that these changes affect the ongoing First-Year Senator elections,

BE IT THEREFORE

RESOLVED                  that the following revisions be made to the Election Code:

1.02  The elections will be run by the Student Senate Membership Committee, which 

 
will be composed of a Senate Membership Chair appointed by the Student Body 

         President and approved by the Student Senate.
1.05  …Manage, supervise and control the operation of polling places…
3.02  Undergraduate candidates for all seats must have at least a 2.0 2.5 semester and 
cumulative GPA (with the exception of First-Year Students running for a first 
semester position). Graduate candidates must be in good academic standing with 
their respective schools have at least a 2.0 semester and cumulative GPA.  
Candidates must be SMU students enrolled full-time in a university degree-granting 
program or are students enrolled in a co-op program or are students with minimum 
hours to graduate.
3.05  There will be one representative per three hundred currently enrolled full-time 


and part-time students, with a minimum of two representatives for each school 


including the Business School, Dedman I, Dedman II, Engineering School, Law 

School, Meadows School, Perkins School of Theology, and First-Year Students Cox School of Business, Dedman I, Dedman II, School of Engineering, Dedman School of Law, Meadows School of the Arts (Undergraduate), Perkins School of Theology, School of Education and Human Development, and First-Year Students.

4.06  Elections for Senior Class Councils will be conducted at the same time as the 

         General Election.

5.02  Hughes-Trigg (with the exception of passing out BUTTONS to individual 

         students, the Student Activities Center and the Department of 

         Multicultural Student Affairs)
5.07.6  All outdoor signage must display properly display approval 

stickers from the Student Activities Center and Multicultural Student Affairs.

7.01  Candidates are limited to the following expense limits: 

• Student Body Officers (President, Vice President, Secretary) $200  

• Student Senator       $100 

• Class President        $75 
         • Other Positions       $60
         • Class Council Representative      $5

7.03  Expense reports that run over the aforesaid amounts will result in the automatic 


disqualification of the candidate. Candidates who go over the allotted spending 

         amount will be disqualified.

Section VIII: Class Council Elections  
8.01 Class Council Presidents 

8.01.1 Candidates for Class Council President are responsible for running their 

campaign in accordance with the Election Code and within the guidelines set in 

the Student Code of Conduct. 

8.01.2 Candidates for Class Council President must file an expense report in 

accordance with the Election Code. An expense report must be filed even if no 

expenses were incurred.  

8.02 Class Councils  

8.02.1 Elections for Class Councils will be conducted at the same time as the 

General Election.

9.01.1 The exceptions are Class Council Member and Class 


Council President.  A student can hold one other office in addition to 


being a Class Council Member or Class Council President.   

9.01.21 Another The exception is Student Center Governing Board. A 


student can hold one other office in addition to being on the Student 


Center Governing Board.  

10.01  The official ballot showing the eligible candidates will be posted on the Student 

Activities Center door at Student Activities and Multicultural Student Affairs and e-mailed to the candidates at least 48 hours before the first election day by the Student Senate Membership Chairperson.  The aforesaid ballot will include the legal first and last name of the candidate. 

11.01 Results from the General Election, First-Year Senator Election, Class Council and 

Run-off Elections will be posted and announced in the Student Activities Center Student Activities and Multicultural Student Affairs at 9 a.m. the day after the conclusion of the election.  Additionally, the Membership Committee Chairperson will e-mail the results to all candidates.   If a complaint is filed, the results of the contested race and races affected by the contested race’s outcome will be held until the complaint is resolved.  

19.05 Appeals shall be made to the Election Appeals Board. The Election Appeals 
Board shall be comprised of five student senators and three committee chairs 
elected by the Student Senate. The Student Senate Parliamentarian shall chair 
the committee.  The highest-ranking student body officer not associated with the 
election, race, or appeal in question will chair the Appeals Board. The board will 
consist of seven people chosen by the said officer out of a pool of the following: 



• Student Body Officers not associated with the election or race in question  


• Five senators chosen by their fellow senators not associated with the 



election or race in question 


• Three chairs selected by their fellow chairs not associated with 




the election or race in question  

19.05.1 The pool of members for the Election Appeals Board must be 


selected by the Senate before the Mandatory Candidate Meeting.  

19.05.2 The Election Appeals Board must consist of seven people, 


including the chair. 

19.05.3 If seven members of the pool cannot be found, the presiding officer 


may select as many senators or chairs as needed that are not affiliated 


with the race in question to field a board of seven.  

BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED

that the revised Election Code shall apply to the ongoing First-                     
Year elections and all elections henceforth, and

BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED

that the Membership Committee Chair will provide all current




First-Year Senator candidates with a copy of the revised code.

Respectfully submitted,

John Jose





Reed Hanson

Student Senate Parliamentarian

Engineering Senator
