[image: image1.png]SMU STUDENT

Sl





   MINUTES

     OF THE







NINETY-EIGHTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

       GENERAL MEETING
            October 18, 2011
         Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Speaker Belden at 3:32 pm.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Prentice
	

	Vice-President Ehmke
	

	Secretary Pool
	

	Speaker Belden
	

	Parliamentarian Morgan
	

	Chief of Staff Mace
	

	Senator Adcox
	

	Senator Anderson
	

	Senator Barro
	

	Senator Bertasi
	

	Senator Dawson
	

	Senator Deo
	E

	Senator Esau
	

	Senator Essaw
	

	Senator Finnegan
	

	Senator Flyckt
	

	Senator Garcia
	

	Senator Genco
	

	Senator Harris
	

	Senator Hoffman
	

	Senator Kadel
	

	Senator Kazmi
	

	Senator Kerns
	

	Senator Kim
	

	Senator Koroma
	T

	Senator Krocheski
	

	Senator Langley
	

	Senator Mahaffey
	E

	Senator Martinez
	

	Senator McAuliffe
	

	Senator Miers
	

	Senator Mitchell
	

	Senator Needham
	

	Senator O’Connor
	

	Senator Phan
	

	Senator Robson
	E

	Senator Sansone
	E

	Senator Schmidt
	

	Senator Schur
	E

	Senator Skreden
	E

	Senator Stephens
	

	Senator Watts
	

	Senator Whelan
	

	Senator Yang
	

	Senator Young
	E

	Chair Badarak
	

	Chair Fox
	

	Chair Goldberg
	

	Chair Hervey
	

	Chair Ladner
	

	Chair Malhi
	T

	Chair Mansfield
	

	Chair Trespalacios
	E


 A - absent; T - tardy; 

E - excused

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Agenda was approved after being amended to reflect the following changes: the inclusion of a senatorial forum for Senator Esau, and a switch of the roll call and the approval of the agenda.
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes from the October 4, 2011 General Meeting were approved.
VI. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1. Christine Casey – SMU VP for Business and Finance.  


Tuition and fees make up a large portion of the university’s budget.  The Board of Trustees sets all undergraduate tuition and fees every year on a university-wide level (although some grad programs vary from this scale).  The two largest portions of the university budget are financial aid and salaries.  The percentage given to scholarships has increased faster than the percentage of increases in tuition/fees.  The second largest source of income is support from endowments.  Yearly tuition increases have decreased from 7-8% to less than 6% in the time that VP Casey has been here at SMU.  Yearly budget requests from schools must reflect the stated vision and goals of the university – academics take precedence, but student activities and programs are a close second.  New initiatives were not able to be funded this year because the budget is tight.  The entire funding pie is about one-half billion dollars.

[Motion to extend speaker’s time by 7 minutes – approved.]

2. Sammi Williams – Program Council


Wanted to update Senate on how Program Council has used its funding so far.  PC has hosted several movie nights with over 100 attendees each.  Recruited over 100 new general members.  Found a way to email alumni – planning to host reunion during homecoming week.  Will be bringing Hannibal Burres – a writer for SNL – to campus to give a comedic presentation.  Open mic night is this Thursday.

3.  Joseph Esau – Alumni Committee updates


While researching in the Del Goyer library, found that a lot of the current student issues have been around for a long time.  Parking has been an issue since the very founding of SMU.  There used to be a group of representatives from multiple Texas colleges’ students’ associations that met regularly to discuss common issues.  Senate used to have a lot more spirit – would fund bus trips to away football games, etc.  If you want inspiration for legislation ideas, take a look at the records of the past.  Don’t just rely on committees and what transpires in Senate for your information and knowledge of student issues.

4.  Anisha Durvasula - ISA
Thank you, Senate for your support.  The celebration of Diwali is this Saturday, October 22 – doors open at 6:00 pm, show begins at 7:00 pm.  Free for SMU students; $5 for non-SMU.

5. Bethany Mackingtee – Civil Rights Pilgrimage


Is hosted in conjunction with PLSC course taught by Professor Dennis Simon.  Mackingtee is the student coordinator for this year’s pilgrimage.  The bus trips is held over Spring Break, and will visit all the major Civil Rights historical sites in the South.  This is a great way for students and faculty to learn about Civil Rights and further educate themselves on real American History, and to learn about courageous people who were never mentioned in history textbooks.  Anyone can take the course, even those who do not plan to major in Political Science – anyone can go on the trip, even if they do not take the class.  Class time is on Thursdays from 6:30 to 9:30 pm.  The entire cost of the trip is under $500.00.  The class is part of the human rights major/minor, can count for a graduate-level credit, and also counts as a CF.

6.  Harvey Luna – Spectrum


Agrees with Senator Esau that Senate should look through the Public Information Files and become familiar with the issues of past years in Senate.  The month of October is LGBT history month.  Pictures of famous LGBT icons are posted on the west bridge railing outside the Hughes-Trigg student center.  For more information about LGBT issues and the community, visit Spectrum meetings on Thursdays at 6:30 pm in the Women’s Center.  Allies Training will be held this Saturday, October 22 from 2:30 to 4:30 pm in the Hughes-Trigg Atriums.  Robyn Ochs will be hosting workshops on bisexuality next week. 

[Motion to extend speakers’ podium time indefinitely – approved.]

7. Adriana Martinez – Student Representatives to the Board of Trustees (SRBOT)


Joined by Kari Rood (building and grounds committee), Bethany Mackingtee (student affairs committee), Austin Prentice (student affairs committee), and Christoph Schmidt (finance and audit committee).  Martinez sits on several committees and is a full voting member of the Board of Trustees.  SRBOTs is composed of one student trustee (Martinez), eight student representatives to the committees, and the student body president.  Senators are the direct liaisons to the student body from the committees – she hopes to have a symbiotic relationship with Senate.  There are no promises, but she would like to gauge the opinions and wishes of the student body.  She cannot guarantee that she can resolve complaints, yet she would like to take them into consideration.  Lisa Webb, the Dean of Student Life is the advisor for the group and especially helps with Dining with Decision Makers and the selection of the next SRBOTs.

Solicits senate feedback on:


1) Thank yous to Administration
· Development/beautification of the East Side of Campus

· Addition of the scholars’ den

· Improvements to Student Center

· Emphasis on improving school rankings
· Hiring June Jones and Steve Orsini
· International recognition of study abroad programs

· Hiring great faculty and emphasis on interaction with students
· Great administration – very personable

· The inclusion of a student rep to the BOT
· Approving the Human Rights major

2) Student Concerns

· No marketing department for athletics

· Increase in scholarships and financial aid

· More recognition of stellar academic programs (such as music), besides just the Cox School of Business
· Expansion in recruitment of minorities, especially from DISD

· More equitable funding between colleges and departments – there are currently gross inequalities between departments

· Transparency in the financial aid process – students need to understand it better, more explanations
· Smaller ratio in number of issued permits to number of parking spaces

· Maintaining religious preferences and beliefs

· Bigger emphasis in research in all departments

· Inclusion in American Association of Universities

· More environmentally friendly

· Biology department – should be equipped with a machine that will sequence a genome

· Community spirit
· Subsidies for on-campus housing

· Awareness for groups such as veterans whose funding has been cut

· Make in-house software

· PerunaNet - consistency

3) Opportunity to be on SRBOT

· email account srbot@smu.edu
Motion to suspend rules to hear Organizations Committee report before officer reports – approved.

VII. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Prentice:

1. Miscellaneous Presidential Dealings – tries to invite various speakers to senate that have useful information to share.  Talked to Dean Tsutsui this week about the bad reputation that Dedman College currently has as a “fallback” for students who do not get accepted into the majors of their choice.  Part of changing the negative reputation is eliminating the DedmanI/II Senate seats and instead just having “Pre-majors” and “Dedman” positions.  This change requires a constitutional referendum.  If you have any other ideas that involve changing the constitution, let President Prentice know so that the referendum can be done at one time.

b. Vice President Ehmke:
1. Senate Liaisons – 24 out of 36 senators contacted their organizations so far.  Senate needs to do better.  Contact your organizations as soon as possible.
c. Secretary Pool:

1. Binder Tabs – are ordered and will arrive shortly.

2. Bush Library Tour – if you still want to go, it is not too late. Will travel in SAMSA vans.  Will be held on Monday, October 31, at 2:00 pm.

3. Birthdays – happy birthday to all the October birthdays in Senate! Cupcakes for those Senators after the meeting.

4. Code of Conduct Roundtables – will be held next week and the week after.  Proposals are due on November 4 by 5:00 pm.

5. Absences – if you did not do office hours during the week of Fall Break, then do an extra one this week and designate it in the ledger.
d. Speaker Belden:
1. Scholarship Committee Report – interviews happening today.

2. Parliamentary Procedure – review Robert’s Rules of Order and abide by them.  Do not erode the professionalism of the chamber.
e. Parliamentarian Morgan:
1. No report.
f. Chief of Staff Mace:
1. Recycling Legislation – Is working with Senators Dawson and Barro on legislation for Boulevard recycling.  Wants to be a resource for help.  

2. Senate Alumni Committee – needs help researching in De Goyer Library.

g. Executive Director Jones:

1. No report.

[The rules were suspended to receive the finance committee’s report next.]
VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Organizations – Chair Goldberg:

i. New Business:

(1) MOM Review (October 6, 2011)

(a) Advertising Club (Chartered): Keep Charter 6-0-0

(b) Golf Club (Probationary): Keep Charter 5-0-0

(c) University Libertarians (Chartered): Revoke Charter 6-0-0

(d) Social Club (Chartered): Revoke Charter 6-0-0

(e) Bhakti Yoga (Chartered): Revoke Charter 5-0-1

(f) Union of Music Students (Chartered): Revoke Charter 6-0-0

(g) Hip Hop Dance (Chartered): Revoke Charter 5-0-1

(h) National Society of Black Engineers (Chartered): Keep Charter 6-0-0

(i) Students for a Better Society (Chartered): Keep Charter 6-0-0

(j) Golden Key National Honor Society (Chartered): Revoke Charter 4-0-2

(k) Mortar Board (Chartered): Revoke Charter 6-0-0

(l) Saudi Student Association (Chartered): Keep Charter 6-0-0
(2) October 13, 2011 Business

(a) Mortar Board, Keep Charter 10-0-0
(b) Asian Christian Fellowship, Remain in Temporary Status 8-1-1
(c) Society for Ethical Evaluation and Debate, Probationary Status 10-0-0
(d) Psi Chi, Probationary Status 10-0-0
(e) Korean Student Association, Chartered Status 10-0-0
ii. Old Business:

(1) Medieval Club, Probationary Status 9-0-0

(2) Running Club, Probationary Status 8-0-1
(3) Quidditch Club, Probationary Status 6-2-1
Committee’s recommendation received in block

Recommendation was approved
b. Student Concerns – Chair Malhi:
i. Fall 2011 Survey Results 

(1) Total surveys collected: 1,438

(2) Total surveys used 1,253

(3) Kudos to the committee, as well as to Senators Yang, Mahaffey, and Hoffman for collecting the most surveys

(4) Refer to Article 1, section 4, number 5 of the Senate by-laws – makes a strong case for mandatory “attendance” – those who did not return at least 15 surveys will be given a tardy

(5) The four undergraduate classes were evenly represented

(6) Grad students were very underrepresented

(7) See the powerpoint for complete details
c. Membership – Chair Ladner:

i. New Business

(1) Dedman II: Matt Alexander 4-0-0, Hiba Ibad 2-1-1
(2) Cox: Jason Carlson 3-0-1
(3) Meadows: Meredith Tavallaee 4-0-0
d. Scholarship – Chair Trespalacios: 
i. No Submission
e. Endowment – Chair Badarak:

i. No Submission
f. Communications – Chair Mansfield:
i. No Submission

g. Diversity – Chair Hervey:

i. No Submission
h. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
i. New Business

(1) Men’s Club Soccer
(a) Need new soccer balls 
(b) Funded $200/$200 
(c) Vote 9-1-1
(2) Psychology Department 
(a) Need to present research at a conference
(b) Funded $1,535/$1,535 
(c) Vote: 11-0-0
(3) PC 
(a) Wanted to bring artist Kate Vogel for concert
(b) Committee did not think it was a wise investment, given that the concert is the week before finals and artist is obscure
(c) Funded $0/$11,902 
(d) Vote: 9-0-2
(4) APALSA 
(a) Going to law conference
(b) Funded $1,700/$1,700 
(c) Vote: 11-0-2
(5) Student Senate 
(a) Requested ice machine and water fountain for Dedman Rec center by volleyball courts
(b) Funded $0/$2,347 
(c) Vote: 12-1-0
(6) Senate Exec—Tabled
(a) Requested funds for a clicker system
(b) Tabled because legislation has not passed
(7) MAPS 
(a) Van request for conference
(b) Funded $100/$100 
(c) Vote: 13-0-0
ii. Old Business

(1) SMU Cox Graduate Rugby Club 
(a) Funded $0/$6350.00 
(b) Vote: 7-6-0
(2) SWACURH 
(a) Funded $0/$15,792.00 
(b) Vote: 10-1-2
(3) PC—Speakers 
(a) Funded $1,190.00/$1,240.00 
(b) Vote: 13-0-0
(4) Graduate Women’s Organization 
(a) Funded $0/$700.00 
(b) Vote: 13-0-0
(5) Asian Council 
(a) Funded $500.00/$500.00
Recommendation received in block

Recommendation was approved

IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. F-11-10-06: A Resolution Regulating the Scheduling of Campus Lawn Care
Authored by Secretary Pool and Chair Ladner.  This piece requests that SMU FM&S schedule the mowing of grass in populated areas either in the early mornings or late evenings so that the grass cuttings bother the least number of students possible. 

b. F-11-10-07: A Resolution Encouraging the Creation of More Outdoor Study Facilities
Authored by Secretary Pool and Chair Ladner.  This piece requests that SMU create more outdoor study facilities in areas such as behind McElvaney, on the Umphrey Lee patio, and behind the Health Center in the Virginia-Snider/Fine Arts Community quad.  It also requests better study facilities in the existing outdoor study areas.  
X. OLD BUSINESS
a. F-11-09-05
Legislation was again tabled to be seen as old business next week.

XI. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. Incentives program for athletic events – Senator Esau – Talk to Senator Esau if you are interested in writing legislation, talking to Steve Orsini, etc.
Debate: Essaw: can we also incorporate other groups/programs on campus?  Esau: Yes.  Mace: think about swiping into games – expense, feasibility, etc.  Also, consider the A & M incentives program – we should do something similar. Bertasi: importance of sporting events is community/rallying point

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Law School Chili Cookoff is on Saturday from 1-4 on the law school quad

b. 89% of student are in favor of unsubscribing to emails

c. Southern Gentlemen are performing at Open Mic night on Thursday

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Martha Ann Pool




Student Body Secretary
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