[image: ]		   MINUTES
     OF THE					
NINETY-EIGHTH SMU STUDENT SENATE
       GENERAL MEETING

                 November 8, 2011
         Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Parliamentarian Morgan at 3:30 pm.

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL
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	President Prentice
	

	Vice-President Ehmke
	

	Secretary Pool
	

	Speaker Belden
	E

	Parliamentarian Morgan
	

	Chief of Staff Mace
	A

	Senator Adcox
	A

	Senator Alexander
	

	Senator Anderson
	

	Senator Barro
	

	Senator Bertasi
	A

	Senator Dawson
	

	Senator Deo
	A

	Senator Esau
	

	Senator Essaw
	

	Senator Finnegan
	

	Senator Flyckt
	

	Senator Garcia
	

	Senator Genco
	

	Senator Harris
	

	Senator Hoffman
	

	Senator Ibad
	

	Senator Kadel
	

	Senator Kazmi
	

	Senator Kerns
	

	Senator Kim
	

	Senator Koroma
	

	Senator Krocheski
	

	Senator Langley
	

	Senator Mahaffey
	

	Senator Martinez
	

	Senator McAuliffe
	

	Senator Miers
	

	Senator Mitchell
	T

	Senator Needham
	

	Senator O’Connor
	

	Senator Phan
	A

	Senator Robson
	

	Senator Sansone
	

	Senator Schmidt
	

	Senator Schur
	A

	Senator Skreden
	

	Senator Stephens
	A

	Senator Tavallee
	

	Senator Watts
	

	Senator Whelan
	

	Senator Yang
	

	Senator Young
	

	Chair Badarak
	

	Chair Fox
	

	Chair Goldberg
	

	Chair Hervey
	A

	Chair Ladner
	

	Chair Malhi
	

	Chair Mansfield
	

	Chair Trespalacios
	A


 A - absent; T - tardy; 
E - excused

IV.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The meeting’s agenda was approved without amendment.

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes from the November 1, 2011 General Meeting were tabled until next week. [The hard drive on Secretary Pool’s laptop crashed, and it is currently undergoing data recovery.]

VI.  SPEAKER’S PODIUM

1.  Roza Essaw – ONE.
	The ONE organization helps to fight poverty and preventable disease through grassroots advocacy and pressuring senators/congress members to change policy.  There are exec and general member positions currently open, but students can still be involved even if they cannot attend the regular general meetings.  There will be a meeting this Thursday at 6:00 pm in the Service House.  The organization has a new campaign every three weeks on a specific topic; the campaign for the month of December is concentrated on AIDS.  This semester, members of the organization went on an expenses-paid trip to Washington DC to meet with congressional leaders.  There will be a sign-up sheet for email updates.  Next Monday, ONE will host a screening of One Piece at a Time.  Please support the events even if you cannot join.
	
VII. OFFICER REPORTS
a. President Prentice:
1. DFW Scholarship
i. The application is finally up on the Senate website (it’s the big red button).  It is applicable for high school seniors from the DFW metroplex who have been accepted to SMU.  It provides full tuition for four years.  Wrote the application with the help of the exec committee.  Please help get the word out.  The applications are due Friday, February 10 at 5:00 pm.  Will screen applications, then exec will help narrow the selections down further, and then Senate will have a voice in the selection.  Senate will also get to meet this year’s recipient next spring. 
2. Senate Email Update
i. Sent out an email to the student body last Friday.  Let him know what you think.  Plans to send progress reports as Senate accomplishes things.
3. Athletics
i. Attendance was better during the Tulane game (Homecoming helped with better crowds, as did the nice weather).  In response to the questions regarding conference realignment, the answer is that SMU is in the awkward stage – similar to the period when couples are still living together although already filed for divorce.  SMU is currently tying up legal loose ends, negotiating the compensation for the loss to C-USA of the Dallas area media market, and paying the $0.5 million exit fee – but the official announcement should be made soon.
4. One-on-one with Dr. White
i. Will discuss the Pollock gallery.  Let him know if there are any other agenda items you would like him to mention during the meeting.
5. Prop 3
i. Vote today – the polls close at 7:00pm.
ii. Please support this college loan program.  There are currently about 70 SMU students benefiting from the loan.
iii. Prentice and other student body presidents from Texas colleges are in favor of the program.
6. Aramark
i. Will have an experimental commuter meal plan that is less expensive.
ii. Working on student pricing for catering – less expensive.
iii. There will be food trucks on campus right before finals and during finals week.  This will hopefully alleviate the problem of there being nothing to eat on campus after midnight.
iv. Working on creating a 24/7 dining facility in conjunction with the new residential commons.
7. Inaguration
i. Cox Senator Jason Carlson was sworn in.  This marks the first time this semester that Senate has had a full chamber with no vacancies.
b. Vice President Ehmke:
1. Senate Protocol
i. Pay attention, be respectful, and follow Robert’s Rules of Order.  When you are speaking, stand up and speak loudly and clear enough that the entire chamber can understand.
2. Laptops
i. Senators need to be respectful of others’ time and efforts.  There has been some discussion of banning all laptops from the chamber in order to foster better attention and participation, but at present, the rule is limited to no laptops allowed during speakers’ podium (except for Secretary Pool and the Daily Campus).
c. Secretary Pool:
1. Code Changes
i. Had some decent proposals made this year to both the Honor Code and the Code of Conduct. Currently compiling them so that the code revision committee can review the changes and then present them to Senate.
ii. Thanks to those Senators who submitted proposals.
2. Information for new senators
i. The new senators need to send their preferred name, email address, phone number, year in school (sophomore, senior, 2nd year grad student, 3L, etc.), birthdate, and t-shirt size to Secretary Pool so that she can update the official roster and order nametags/nameplates.  
ii. Also, if any veteran senators have corrections to be made to their nametags/nameplates, please remind Secretary Pool of the changes.
iii. Reminder: Senators’ duties include attendance of weekly general meetings, attendance of weekly committee meetings
iv. In order to be considered an excused absence, an absence must be considered extremely urgent, such as severe illness, family emergency, etc.  Many of the excuses that have been submitted this semester have not been in this category.  Please do better about taking Senate seriously and not missing meetings if at all possible. 
3. Senator of the Month
i. There were no submissions for October, so there will be no senator of the month.  The next opportunity to nominate candidates will be for the month of November.
4. Veterans Update
i. This Friday, November 11 is Veterans’ Day.  The Military Veterans” Organization at SMU is holding a drive to collect items for care packages to be sent to troops overseas for the holidays.  Collections will be gathered at the Hughes-Trigg Commons on Friday, and at the Veterans’ boulevard tent on Saturday before the Navy game.  Please help support the veterans by alerting your constituents, passing out flyers, and contributing to the drive on Friday and Saturday.
d. Speaker Belden:
1. No report.
e. Parliamentarian Morgan:
1. Parliamentary note
i. Point of inquiry is a question.  
ii. Speak up when addressing the chamber so that others can hear and understand what is going on and what they are voting on.
f. Chief of Staff Mace:
1. No report.
g. Executive Director Jones:
1. No report.

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Finance – Chair Fox
i. New Business
(1) SMU Polo Team
(a) Request was funded $600 in full for tournament entry fees
(b) Vote was 11-0-0
(2) Division of Dance
(a) Request was funded $576 in full
(b) Vote was 10-0-0
(c) Their presentation was exceptionally good
(3) Budget presentation
(a) Senate, LEAD, PULSE, etc. were not funded because there was not enough money to go around
(b) Organizations were funded for the spring in the order that their requests were submitted
(c) The complaints process was sent out to the student body and will be resent to Senate via email
(d) Complaints are due this Thursday, November 10 by 5:00pm
(e) Complaints will be received in the order that they are presented
(f) Final complaints will be seen on Tuesday, January 24
(g) Final budgets will seen on December 16
ii. Old Business
(1) Chi Alpha $250/$500 12-0-0
(2) Secular Humanists $10/$10 11-0-1
(3) SEED $642/$660 12-0-0
(4) Division of Dance $2,334/$2,593 11-0-1
iii. Committee’s recommendation was received in block
iv. The committee’s recommendation was approved
b. Organizations – Chair Goldberg:
i. New Business:
(1) Secular Humanists, Temporary Status 8-0-0
(2) US Military Vets, Probationary Status 9-0-0
(3) Watermark College (One-28), Chartered Status 9-0-0
ii. Old Business:
(1) Pre-dental Society, Probationary Status 8-0-0
(2) Big Brothers, Big Sisters, Temporary Status 7-0-1
iii. Committee’s recommendation received in block
iv. Committee’s recommendation approved
c. Scholarship – Chair Trespalacios: 
i. No Submission
d. Membership – Chair Ladner:
i. No Submission
e. Communications – Chair Mansfield:
i. Homecoming Tent
(1) Big thank you to those who helped and made the event a success
(2) About 50 people stopped by the tent on Saturday
(3) Considers it a success
ii. Liaisons – Organization Advertisement Outreach
(1) Wants to represent organizations better
(2) Part of this is finding out how we can more effectively meet their advertising needs
(3) Senator liaisons must contact their organizations and ask how Senate can help them better
(4) CC Chair Mansfield on the emails by Thursday at 3:30 pm
f. Diversity – Chair Hervey:
i. No Report.
g. Student Concerns – Chair Malhi:
i. No Report.
h. Endowment – Chair Badarak:
i. No Report.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

No submission.

X. OLD BUSINESS

No submission.

XI. SENATORIAL FORUM

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
a. Senator Esau: if there are any difficulties accessing the spring semester budgets or the diversity survey on Blackboard or any other technical issues with the website, let him know
b. Executive Director Jones: there will be a diversity facilitation workshop on Friday at 2:00 pm in Dallas Hall, Room 101 – let her know if you want to attend
c. Senator Deo: the Sikh Students’ Association is showing a free movie screening of Ocean of Pearls this Wednesday night at 7:00 pm – there will be prizes and free  Indian food
d. Senator Hoffman: the first basketball games of the season are this weekend – men on Friday, women on Saturday
e. Secretary Pool: don’t forget to support the drive for care packages for the veterans.

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

As there was no further business, the Senate meeting adjourned at 4:08 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Martha Ann Pool				
Student Body Secretary		
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