[image: ]		   MINUTES
     OF THE					
NINETY-EIGHTH SMU STUDENT SENATE
       GENERAL MEETING

                 November 29, 2011
         Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Parliamentarian Morgan at 3:32 pm.

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL
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	President Prentice
	

	Vice-President Ehmke
	

	Secretary Pool
	

	Speaker Belden
	

	Parliamentarian Morgan
	

	Chief of Staff Mace
	

	Senator Adcox
	T

	Senator Alexander
	

	Senator Anderson
	

	Senator Barro
	

	Senator Bertasi
	

	Senator Carlson
	

	Senator Dawson
	A

	Senator Deo
	A

	Senator Esau
	

	Senator Essaw
	

	Senator Finnegan
	

	Senator Flyckt
	

	Senator Garcia
	A

	Senator Genco
	

	Senator Harris
	

	Senator Hoffman
	

	Senator Ibad
	

	Senator Kadel
	

	Senator Kazmi
	

	Senator Kerns
	

	Senator Kim
	T

	Senator Koroma
	

	Senator Krocheski
	

	Senator Langley
	

	Senator Mahaffey
	

	Senator Martinez
	E

	Senator McAuliffe
	

	Senator Miers
	

	Senator Mitchell
	

	Senator Needham
	

	Senator O’Connor
	

	Senator Phan
	A

	Senator Robson
	A

	Senator Sansone
	---

	Senator Schmidt
	

	Senator Schur
	

	Senator Skreden
	

	Senator Stephens
	

	Senator Tavallee
	T

	Senator Watts
	

	Senator Whelan
	

	Senator Yang
	

	Senator Young
	

	Chair Badarak
	

	Chair Fox
	T

	Chair Goldberg
	

	Chair Hervey
	A

	Chair Ladner
	

	Chair Malhi
	

	Chair Mansfield
	

	Chair Trespalacios
	


 A - absent; T - tardy; 
E - excused

IV.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The meeting’s agenda was approved with the following corrections:  “Golf Club One” in the Finance Committee chair’s report was changed to “One,” and “Senator of the Month” was added to the Secretary’s officer report.

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes from the November 1, 2011 General Meeting were approved with no corrections.

VI.  SPEAKER’S PODIUM

There were no submissions for speaker’s podium for this meeting.
	
VII. OFFICER REPORTS
a. President Prentice:
1. Presidential Report
i. Thanks to resigning senators for their service, and good luck.
ii. Senators Krocheski and Bertasi can still sit on their respective committees.
iii. Reminder about the Centennial Paver push – visit smu.edu/pavers for more info. Pavers are $100.00 each and are a great way to leave your mark on campus.
iv. The Bush center is offering paid and unpaid internships for the spring semester.  Apply now – see email for details.
v. The Board of Trustees will vote to increase the tuition and fees for the coming year during its next meeting. VP Chris Casey will send out the numbers after the final approval.
vi. It is easy to grow the student body, but increasing the quality gets expensive.  Right now, the challenge is to go from good to great.
b. Vice President Ehmke:
1. Vice-Presidential Report
i. Needs to see the outgoing senators following today’s meetings for one-on-ones.
c. Secretary Pool:
1. Code Changes
i. The committee has met and reviewed all the submissions for this year’s Code of Conduct and Honor Code revisions.  The committee’s recommendation will come before Senate for approval during the first meeting of the Spring 2012 semester.
2. Calendar
i. The revised calendar for the Code of Conduct changes will be presented before Senate for approval during the first meeting of the Spring 2012 semester.
3. Year-End Business
i. An email will be sent to senators with the absence roster, the updated calendars, the Code of Conduct revision proposals, the updated minutes, and pertinent information prior to the first meeting of the Spring 2012 semester. Please read and be ready for the meeting.
4. Legislation Ideas
i. Winter break is a great time to write legislation and brainstorm ideas to make SMU better.
5. Meet and Greets
i. For those senators who have not yet completed their meet-and-greets, this is a reminder that they must be completed before the end of the Senate year in April.
6. Birthdays
i. There will be treats following the meeting to celebrate November and December birthdays, as well as to celebrate the end of the semester.
7. Senator of the Month
i. The November senator of the month is Devin Kerns. Congratulations!
d. Speaker Belden:
1. No report.
e. Parliamentarian Morgan:
i. No report.
f. Chief of Staff Mace:
i. No report.
g. Executive Director Jones:
1. Reminders
i. The Crain Leadership Conference is February 4 & 5  - the registration deadline is this Friday.
ii. You can still give to United Way (online, texting, and on paper); the deadline is in December.

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Finance – Chair Fox
i. New Business
(1) Student Leadership Initiative 
(a) Funded $8,400.00 in full
(b) Vote: 12-0-0 
(2) Department of Earth Science
(a) Funded $700.00 in full
(b) Vote: 12-0-0
ii. Motion to suspend the rules and receive new business as old business since this is the last meeting of the fall semester was seconded.
iii. Committee’s recommendation for old business was received in block.
iv. The committee’s recommendation was approved.
b. Organizations – Chair Goldberg:
i. 10:00 or 11:00 am on Wednesdays is the new committee meeting time.
ii. New Business:
(1) No submission.
iii. Old Business:
(1) Mustang Fitness, Chartered Status 6-0-1
(2) Rotaract Club Probationary Status 7-0-0
(3) One, Probationary Status 7-0-0
(4) Bhakti Yoga, Probationary Status 7-0-0
(5) Ascend, Probationary Status 7-0-0
iv. Committee’s recommendation for old business was received in block.
v. Committee’s recommendation was approved.
c. Scholarship – Chair Trespalacios: 
i. No Report.
d. Membership – Chair Ladner:
i. Vacancy interviews will be held on Thursday and Friday.
ii. Election Code changes will be presented during the first meeting of the Spring 2012 semester. Let her know if you are interested in helping.
iii. Will be handing over the chair position before February 1st.
e. Diversity – Chair Hervey
i. No Report. 
f. Communications – Chair Mansfield:
i. No Report.
g. Student Concerns – Chair Malhi:
i. No Report.
h. Endowment – Chair Badarak:
i. No Report.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

No Submission.

X. OLD BUSINESS

F-11-11-10: A Resolution Urging the Cessation of Graduation and Diploma Fees

Enter Debate

Senator Esau: restates reasons from last week why this legislation is a good idea.

Chair Trespalacios: how do we know where the money goes before we vote on this?

Vice President Ehmke: agrees with previous speaker that we ought to know where this money is going before we vote on the issue.  There are legitimate costs associated with graduation with employees working overtime, decorations, speaker honorariums, etc.  If we do vote to abolish the graduation fee, then it will be likely folded into the cost of tuition/fees since the university does not break down most other fees individually.  Personally, he prefers that it should be folded into the cost of tuition to avoid the stigma of being “nickeled and dimed” on the way out the door when the university should instead be helping students to celebrate their achievements.

President Prentice: Vice President Casey things that there will be a way to not increase the costs.

Chair Fox: is this fee still applicable to those on scholarship? (answer: yes)

Senator Genco: is in support of the legislation, but thinks that we are disillusioned into thinking that the fee will go away.

The question was called – debate ended.

Senator Esau (closing remarks): senators are accepting the fee as fact.  If Senate does indeed have a voice in this university, then it must have a backbone, state what it wants, and stand up for it unanimously.

The legislation was put to a role call vote by request of the author.
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	President Prentice
	nay

	Vice-President Ehmke
	aye

	Secretary Pool
	abstain

	Speaker Belden
	no vote

	Parliamentarian Morgan
	nay

	Chief of Staff Mace
	aye

	Senator Adcox
	aye

	Senator Alexander
	nay

	Senator Anderson
	abstain

	Senator Barro
	nay

	Senator Bertasi
	aye

	Senator Carlson
	nay

	Senator Dawson
	

	Senator Deo
	

	Senator Esau
	aye

	Senator Essaw
	

	Senator Finnegan
	aye

	Senator Flyckt
	aye

	Senator Garcia
	

	Senator Genco
	aye

	Senator Harris
	nay

	Senator Hoffman
	aye

	Senator Ibad
	abstain

	Senator Kadel
	aye

	Senator Kazmi
	aye

	Senator Kerns
	aye

	Senator Kim
	aye

	Senator Koroma
	aye

	Senator Krocheski
	aye

	Senator Langley
	aye

	Senator Mahaffey
	nay

	Senator Martinez
	

	Senator McAuliffe
	aye

	Senator Miers
	nay

	Senator Mitchell
	aye

	Senator Needham
	nay

	Senator O’Connor
	aye

	Senator Phan
	

	Senator Robson
	

	Senator Sansone
	

	Senator Schmidt
	nay

	Senator Schur
	

	Senator Skreden
	nay

	Senator Stephens
	nay

	Senator Tavallee
	aye

	Senator Watts
	nay

	Senator Whelan
	nay

	Senator Yang
	aye

	Senator Young
	aye

	Chair Badarak
	no vote

	Chair Fox
	no vote

	Chair Goldberg
	no vote

	Chair Hervey
	

	Chair Ladner
	no vote

	Chair Malhi
	no vote

	Chair Mansfield
	no vote

	Chair Trespalacios
	no vote


 

The legislation passed, 24-14-3.

XI. SENATORIAL FORUM

Park and Pony – Mass Transit Passes (Secretary Pool)

The system DART pass that was offered by SMU ($5 for 4 years) has been downgraded to a regional pass, which will affect the students who commute from mid-cities and Denton.  Would like to see at least a discounted option for students to upgrade their DART passes at the university rates since the going rate according to the DART website is approximately $20 per student (very reasonable).  More details to come after the break.

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
a. Lyle Senators Holiday meet-and-greet will be held this Wednesday (11/30) in the Huit-Zollars Pavilion in the Embrey Building from 4-7 pm.
b. Attend Celebration of Lights on Sunday.
c. Have a safe and wonderful winter break, and good luck with finals.

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

As there was no further business, the Senate meeting adjourned at 5:12 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Martha Ann Pool				
Student Body Secretary		
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