[image: ]		   MINUTES
     OF THE					
NINETY-EIGHTH SMU STUDENT SENATE
       GENERAL MEETING

            November 1, 2011
         Hughes-Trigg Forum


I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Speaker Belden at 3:32 pm.

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL




1

	President Prentice
	

	Vice-President Ehmke
	T

	Secretary Pool
	

	Speaker Belden
	

	Parliamentarian Morgan
	

	Chief of Staff Mace
	

	Senator Adcox
	

	Senator Anderson
	

	Senator Barro
	

	Senator Bertasi
	

	Senator Dawson
	

	Senator Deo
	

	Senator Esau
	

	Senator Essaw
	

	Senator Finnegan
	

	Senator Flyckt
	

	Senator Garcia
	A

	Senator Genco
	

	Senator Harris
	

	Senator Hoffman
	

	Senator Kadel
	A

	Senator Kazmi
	

	Senator Kerns
	

	Senator Kim
	

	Senator Koroma
	A

	Senator Krocheski
	

	Senator Langley
	

	Senator Mahaffey
	

	Senator Martinez
	

	Senator McAuliffe
	

	Senator Miers
	

	Senator Mitchell
	

	Senator Needham
	

	Senator O’Connor
	

	Senator O’Neil
	

	Senator Phan
	

	Senator Robson
	

	Senator Sansone
	

	Senator Schmidt
	

	Senator Schur
	

	Senator Skreden
	A

	Senator Stephens
	

	Senator Watts
	

	Senator Whelan
	

	Senator Yang
	

	Senator Young
	

	Chair Badarak
	

	Chair Fox
	A

	Chair Goldberg
	

	Chair Hervey
	

	Chair Ladner
	

	Chair Malhi
	

	Chair Mansfield
	

	Chair Trespalacios
	


 A - absent; T - tardy; 
E - excused



IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The meeting’s agenda was approved after being amended to reflect the following changes: the inclusion of new business to the finance committee’s report.

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes from the October 25, 2011 General Meeting were approved.

VI. SPEAKER’S PODIUM

1.  Martin Camp – Saudi Students Association.  
	Is the Dean of Students for Dedman Law School, and is speaking on behalf of the Saudi Students’ Association as its advisor.  He did not personally attend the MOM meeting because he is already MOM trained and helps train law school organizations.  There was a miscommunication between Lauren Chapman and the organization, and the emails did not specify that four different officers needed to attend rather than one attending twice.  It read: “three students and an advisor must attend.”  The president attended twice because he misunderstood that the requirement was for four separate students were to be trained.  This organization does valuable work, and it would be a shame to revoke the charter over technicalities.  He has already explained everything to Lauren Chapman, and received permission to MOM train the remaining member of the exec board.  Would be willing to re-train other organizations for MOM meetings.  Hopes to avoid losing the organization’s charter.  Will work to do better with communication in the future.

2.  Emily Everett – Perkins Student Association.
	Speaking on behalf of the PSA Justice in Action Committee.  The committee is sponsoring a free screening and panel discussion on “Call and Response” – a feature documentary on undercover human trafficking.  Visit the website www.callandresponse.com for more information.  The event will be held on Tuesday, November 8 at 7:00pm in Prothro Hall in the Perkins School of Theology.

3.  Hanna Kim – Asian Christian Fellowship.
	Newly chartered organization on campus.  Do not have to adhere to any particular religious affiliation to be a member or an officer.  The organization currently has about 25 members.  Join the Facebook group for more events and information.  The President’s email is jjkim@smu.edu.

4.  Sam Mansfield – Senate business.
	(Senator Mansfield requested that the chamber be closed.)
	There has never been a week when everyone in the chamber has completed their office hours.  There typos in the agenda every week.  Senators, officers, and chairs alike ignore parliamentary procedure.  Senators are often glued to their laptops and seldom pay attention.  People get to Senate meetings late and leave early.  There is a huge divisiveness and blame-placing atmosphere in Senate; professionalism is wavering and selfishness is on the rise.  We answer to the Student Body as a team, and not to individuals.  We are currently neutralizing our effectiveness because everyone is busy pointing fingers at others rather than taking responsibility and just doing their own parts to help.  Everyone needs to do their own individual jobs and take initiative rather than blaming others.  We are the voice of the student body.  We need more legislation that actually does something worthwhile.  We are not living up to historical standards at present.  The Constitution provides great scrutiny – senators really need to do better.  Would recommend that laptops are closed during speakers’ podium.

The chamber was reopened.
	
VII. OFFICER REPORTS
a. President Prentice:
[Time was yielded during Secretary Pool’s officer report since President Prentice originally had no submission for the agenda.]
1. Inauguration of new senators
i. Hiba Ibad – Dedman II
ii. Matt Alexander – Dedman II
iii. Meredith Tavallaee - Meadows
2. Dr. Turner one-on-one
i. Discussed conference re-alignment and the switch to the Big East conference
ii. Also discussed graduate schools and their trickle-down effects on undergraduate programs and the seeming disparity of schools (Cox vs. Dedman, for example).  The Second Century campaign has programs to better equip the academic programs within the schools.  There are economic reasons why professors’ salaries vary so much (for example, the fine arts professors are highly paid in order for SMU to be competitive as an employer, but their salaries are balanced by those in the communications department).  SMU is continuing to work on evening out the value of education throughout the university.
iii. Athletics – in-and-out access to games was sidestepped by President Turner when brought up at the meeting.
3. Scholarships
i. Percentage-based scholarships decrease the pool of scholarship resources and only work well if a university has an infinite pool of resources
ii. Flat tuition is hard to sell to prospective students (costs more during the first years in college, but decreases the amount spent during the later years), but will help even things out by giving students a guaranteed amount that they will have to pay for their educations
4. Minutes
i. The weekly minutes were sent to the student body last year and received mixed feedback (albeit mostly positive)
ii. Was planning to send them out monthly this year
iii. September and October were clumped together since Senate was still getting into the swing of things
iv. Thinks that the President should send the minutes out (told Secretary Pool not to send them out herself) because there is “nothing to gain and nothing to lose” for the President to get name recognition from the student body
v. This is from previous experience with last year
b. Vice President Ehmke:
1. No report.
c. Secretary Pool:
1. Binder tabs
i. Have arrived and are in the Senate mailboxes.  Senators need to pick up their sets and put them in their binders.
2. Code Changes
i. Are due this Friday at 5:00 pm.  There have not been many submissions yet.  Please take the time to review the code and submit changes.  Also, attend one of the roundtable sessions this week (see email for dates/times).
3. Senator of the Month
i. Nominations for October are due this week by Friday.
4. Library Tour
i. Was successful.  The group had a personalized tour given by the director of the Bush Presidential Archives, and discussed with him the ways that the library can especially benefit SMU students.  Let Secretary Pool know if you have any ideas on how the library can increase its partnership. 
5. Veterans Update
i. Will be held the weekend of the Navy game/Veterans’ Day.  The plans are still in progress – more details to follow. Please make an effort to support our veterans and overseas troops.
d. Speaker Belden:
1. No report.
e. Parliamentarian Morgan:
1. Parliamentary note
i. Be sure to say follow-up for second question during questions
ii. Remember to ask non-debatable questions
f. Chief of Staff Mace:
1. No report.
g. Executive Director Jones:
1. United Way 
i. Text to give – text “SMU” to 85944
ii. Donation of $10 to United Way will be put on your telephone
2. Thought of the Month
i. Confidence begins by living with integrity

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Finance – Assistant Comptroller Whelan filled in for Chair Fox
i. New Business
(1) Chi Alpha 
(a) Request was funded $250 out of $500
(b) Vote was 12-0-0
(2) Secular Humanists
(a) Request was funded $10 in full
(b) Vote was 11-0-1
(3) SEED
(a) Request was funded $642 out of $660
(b) Vote was 12-0-0
(4) Division of Dance 
(a) Request was funded $2,334 out of $2,593 
(b) Vote was 11-0-1
ii. Old Business
(1) Phi Alpha Delta (pre-law fraternity)
(a) Funded $725 out of $3,212
(b) Vote:10-0-0
(2) Chi Alpha – tabled
(3) ABS/CHAS
(a) Request was funded $720 out of $1,600
(b) Vote: 9-0-0
iii. Committee’s recommendation received in block
iv. Committee’s recommendation approved
b. Organizations – Chair Goldberg:
i. New Business:
(1) Pre-dental society, Probationary Status 8-0-0
(a) 27 active members
(b) for undecided/pre-med/pre-dental majors
(2) Big Brothers, Big Sisters, Temporary Status 7-0-1
ii. Old Business:
(1) Asian Christian Fellowship, Chartered Status 9-0-0
(2) Method Creative Club, Probationary Status 7-1-1
(3) American Society of Mechanical Engineers, Probationary Status 7-1-1
(4) Mock Trial, Charter Review
(5) Saudi Student Association, Revoke Charter 9-0-0

Old business blocked, except for the Saudi Students Association
Motion to keep the Saudi Student Association charter
Enter debate:
	Senate should not be in the business of dechartering organizations
	SSA should keep its charter
	The chartering process is already difficult and tedious enough
Motion to end debate
Vote inconclusive
Second vote inconclusive
Senator Esau called for a Roll Call vote
The motion was rejected
The Question was called by show of hands

Senator Esau then requested a roll call vote to keep the chartered status for SSA
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	President Prentice
	aye

	Vice-President Ehmke
	aye

	Secretary Pool
	aye

	Speaker Belden
	n/a

	Parliamentarian Morgan
	aye

	Chief of Staff Mace
	aye

	Senator Adcox
	aye

	Senator Alexander
	aye

	Senator Anderson
	aye

	Senator Barro
	aye

	Senator Bertasi
	aye

	Senator Dawson
	aye

	Senator Deo
	aye

	Senator Esau
	aye

	Senator Essaw
	aye

	Senator Finnegan
	aye

	Senator Flyckt
	aye

	Senator Garcia
	

	Senator Genco
	

	Senator Harris
	nay

	Senator Hoffman
	nay

	Senator Ibad
	aye

	Senator Kadel
	

	Senator Kazmi
	aye

	Senator Kerns
	aye

	Senator Kim
	aye

	Senator Koroma
	

	Senator Krocheski
	aye

	Senator Langley
	aye

	Senator Mahaffey
	aye

	Senator Martinez
	aye

	Senator McAuliffe
	aye

	Senator Miers
	aye

	Senator Mitchell
	nay

	Senator Needham
	aye

	Senator O’Connor
	aye

	Senator O’Neil
	aye

	Senator Phan
	aye

	Senator Robson
	aye

	Senator Sansone
	aye

	Senator Schmidt
	nay

	Senator Schur
	aye

	Senator Skreden
	

	Senator Stephens
	nay

	Senator Tavallaee
	aye

	Senator Watts
	aye

	Senator Whelan
	nay

	Senator Yang
	aye

	Senator Young
	nay

	Chair Badarak
	n/a

	Chair Fox
	

	Chair Goldberg
	n/a

	Chair Hervey
	n/a

	Chair Ladner
	n/a

	Chair Malhi
	n/a

	Chair Mansfield
	n/a

	Chair Trespalacios
	n/a


 


Motion passes 36-7-0

Committee’s recommendation reblocked to include the Saudi Students’ Association (as amended)
Recommendation approved

c. Scholarship – Chair Trespalacios:
i. Fall 2011 Scholarship recipients 
(1) The chamber was closed
(2) Recipients were announced:
Travis Miller
Raquel Mooring
Bryan Parrish 
Amy McClane
Natsumi Hazama
Samuel Martinez
Elizabeth Blumberg
George Utkov
Antonea Bastian
Stephen Nelson
Charlotte Nall Blum
Michelle Dekkers
Tomin Kozhimala
Nina Rafiq
Margaret Fegan
Snow LaToya Nguyen
Samantha Williams
Daniel Poku
Cara Goedecke
Mayela Trespalacios
Jingjing Yang
Daniiar Tashbekov
(3) There were no complaints received
(4) The committee’s recommendation was received in block
(5) The committee’s recommendation was approved
(6) The chamber was reopened
d. Membership – Chair Ladner:
i. No Report.
e. Diversity – Chair Hervey:
i. Diversity survey
(1) Clarifications: survey will be sent out through SAMSA
(2) The survey is available online and on Blackboard and Facebook
(3) “Skewed” last week meant that the survey did not accurately address concerns of minorities
(4) We need to understand the sliver of the pie chart rather than overlooking it
(5) This survey if fulfilling the committee goals
(6) Senators are not required to return the surveys
(7) Survey deadline has been extended to next week 
ii. Peruna Vandalism
(1) ABS/CHAS Peruna was over the weekend, none of the other Perunas were ruined
(2) Police report was filed – could be a hate crime
(3) Reminder for healthy competition in homecoming
iii. Potential Legislation
(1) Committee has a lot of ideas – email her if you are interested in helping
(2) Is a friendly person – wants to give that appearance
f. Communications – Chair Mansfield
i. Homecoming Tent
(1) Hop on the bandwagon – meet after the Senate meeting to help plan giveaways, food, sponsorship, etc.
(2) There will probably be mandatory attendance for helping at the tent
(3) It is essential that senators come out and show ownership of senate and be involved
(4) Thirty minutes is not too much to ask from senators
(5) Sign-up sheet is in the senate office
(6) Admits that the plan is winged and thrown-together, but Senate needs teamwork to make it work
(7) It would be a shame if Senate did not have a homecoming tent this year 
g. Student Concerns – Chair Malhi:
i. No Report.
h. Endowment – Chair Badarak:
i. No Report.

IX. NEW BUSINESS
a. F-11-10-08: A Resolution Concerning Recycling on the Boulevard
This piece requests that recycling bins be placed in fraternity/sorority tents on the boulevard in lieu of the current trash cans.  There are to be more recycling bins placed on the lawn for the proper disposal of cups, cans, and bottles. 

X. OLD BUSINESS
a. F-11-09-05: A Resolution to Implement Electronic Voting to Promote Transparency
Untabled
Authored by Senator Esau and Senator Genco.  Urges the creation of an ad hoc committee to research and find a viable system for efficient role call voting.  Are thinking of renting a system or sharing it with a professor who is willing to split the cost of the system.  66% of the student body is in favor of having voting records online.

Motion to move into debate
Authors: this legislation needs 2/3 vote to pass – please mention any hesitations now
The committee will address the problem of proxy voting when it conducts research
Senator Whelan: friendly amendment – Senate shall have the final say on the committee’s recommendations
Chief of Staff Mace: the legislation is a little wordy, but he is still in full support
This is decided by the Speaker’s discretion – it is not necessary to conduct a roll all for every single vote in the chamber
Called the question
Final debate: this is only part one of the electronic voting process – amend the bylaws
We want to be as transparent and democratic as possible

Legislation was passed unanimously

b. F-11-10-08: A Resolution Concerning Recycling on the Boulevard
Authored by Chief of Staff Mace, Senator Barro, and Senator Dawson.  Have found the right contacts – Julie Wixton and Allison Tweedy.  This legislation can likely be implemented by the last home game.  This is more specific than the previous years’ legislation encouraging recycling on the boulevard – recycling bins are restricted to areas where SMU hires distributors of alcohol.  This legislation is just a start.

Legislation was passed unanimously.

XI. SENATORIAL FORUM

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS
a. Vote for Laura Schur for homecoming queen
b. Give blood this week
c. Submit code changes
d. There is cake for Senators following the meeting, compliments of Secretary Pool’s kitchen
e. Go to the Homecoming Parade 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:01 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Martha Ann Pool				
Student Body Secretary		
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