[image: ]Order of Business for SMU Student Senate
September 27, 2011				

1. Call to Order

3:32 pm

1. Moment of Silence

1. Roll Call

	Name:
	

	Austin Prentice
	present

	Alex Ehmke
	present

	Martha Pool
	present

	Ted Belden
	present

	Alex Morgan
	present

	Alex Mace
	present

	Clint Adcox
	present

	Scott Anderson
	present

	William Badarak
	present

	Greg Barro
	present

	Nick Bertasi
	tardy-excused

	Jack Dawson
	present

	Parminder Deo
	present

	Joseph Esau
	present

	Roza Essaw
	present

	Monnica Finnegan
	present

	Tanner Flyckt
	present

	Rachel Fox
	present

	Juan Jose Garcia
	present

	Christian Genco
	present

	Alexis Goldberg
	present

	Tyler Harris
	present

	Kian Hervey
	present

	Tiffany Hoffman
	present

	Upama Kadel
	present

	Sarah Kazmi
	present

	Devin Kerns
	present

	Hanna Kim
	present

	Jaimmy Koroma
	absent-excused

	Brad Krocheski
	present

	Katherine Ladner
	present

	Caroline Langley
	present

	J.D. Mahaffey
	present

	Jaywin Malhi
	present

	Sam Mansfield
	present

	Sam Martinez
	present

	Anthony McAuliffe
	present

	James Miers
	present

	Michael Mitchell
	present

	Lucy Needham
	present

	William O'Connor
	present

	Katie O’Neil
	present

	An Phan
	present

	Steven Robson
	present

	Jason Sansone
	present

	Christoph Schmidt
	present

	Laura Schur
	present

	Cameron Skreden
	tardy

	Savannah Stephens
	present

	Ramon Trespalacios
	present

	Jeff Whelan
	present

	Jacob Watts
	present

	Jingjing Yang
	present

	Shanitah Young
	present



1. Approval of Agenda

Approved

1. Approval of Minutes

Approved

1. Speaker’s Podium

Andrew Escher – Mock Trial
Team needs additional funding 
Turned podium over to the team advisor, Professor Crouch

Professor Hubert Crouch
SMU grad, practicing lawyer – wanted to give back to school, so started teaching at SMU
Is also currently the mock trial advisor
Teaches 1st amendment, legal advocacy, and other courses in the law school
Has looked closely at mock trial program to ensure that it is a credit to the university
Gave time to attend 2 full weekend tryouts 
Currently have over 30 kids on team after boiling down over 50 applicants (took up entire 
weekend)
Mock trial program is used to recruit applicants to SMU
The program must be funded in order to succeed
Practice times are on Tuesday nights from 7-9 pm
Requesting money from the finance committee for tournaments
Professor Crouch is investing time and effort in team, as are other lawyers
Asking for funding for MTSU tourney and one at the University of Minnesota
Are asking for another 6500-ish above what was already funded in order to “travel comfortably” as well as cover all expenses
Already ask for dues (about $200) from students (not including those who are given “financial aid”)
Law school is not interested in funding an undergraduate program
Not funded by individual schools – benefit students in both the political science and communications departments – potential territorial issues
Have already turned to the community (solicit law firms for funds), but have not been nearly as successful as either the Model UN or SMU Speech and Debate at seeking funding from sources other than Senate
Had counted on Senate for funding for this year
Legal community is already spending time and effort free of charge – Senate should not “let them down”

Motion to extend speakers podium
Motion failed after additional information from President Prentice

Motion to suspend Roberts Rules of Order indefinitely
Motion passed


Secretary of Defense Robert Gates
Did Q&A with student senate at A&M
Wants to thank senators for taking the time out of their busy schedules to give back to student government

Q from Senator Esau: what was it like transferring from the Bush administration to the Obama administration?
A: Issues were the same – especially in the Iraqi conflict
Big difference was dealing with Congress

Q from President Prentice: how should the amount of foreign aid given be addressed in light of the enormous budget deficits?
A: It is a good idea to assist countries that are our partners/allies – it also opens foreign trade markets
We are still seeing the consequences of the Cold War – especially in closed communications between nations and comparatively little collaboration/cooperation
The amount of money that we spend on other nations is wildly exaggerated – some countries such as Japan give more than the United States
It is a question of balance and priorities

Q from Senator Hoffman: what are your thoughts on SEC/rivalry between A&M and Texas?
A: Football is controversial, even more so than some international politics – would prefer to steer away from that topic

Secretary Gates did not have time to accept any more questions


Motion to resume Roberts Rules of Order
Motion was approved

Motion to extend speakers podium time by 10 minutes
Motion passed

Resume Speakers Podium – Professor Crouch (Mock Trial)
Team has been working on getting additional funding
They may not get outside funding until next semester at soonest, but they need it before then for tournaments
All three teams are evenly matched and all three attend all tournaments
About $4000 to $5000 collected each year in revenue from dues
Have not researched the process by which the speech and debate team gets funded
Point of Information – a complaint was not submitted to the Finance committee by Friday at 5:00 pm
Asking Senate to change recommendation to $15,000


Jan Anderson

Weekend service on the Mustang Express – legislation supporting the extended service  was passed last semester
There is currently no weekend mass transit whatsoever on weekends to campus – nothing came of the legislation
Mass transit reduces the environmental impact, as well as help students who do not own cars (both students who live on campus and off campus)
December – DART ended service to Hillcrest on weekends
It is extremely hard to get to campus on the weekends
Those living on campus must shop during the week because there are no methods of doing it on the weekends
Miss Anderson bikes over a mile to Mockingbird Station on Sundays to get to church
SMU should provide at least something like the SMU rides, a vanpool, or on-call service Even TCU has mass transit to its campus 7 days per week – we should at least keep up
Questions? Email: jnanderson@smu.edu

1. Officer Reports
President Prentice
1. Tate Student Panels
· Please attend the student panels at 4:30 pm on Tuesdays in the Hughes-Trigg ballrooms
· Ask intelligent questions – make SMU proud
1. Dr. Gates
· Thanks for allowing him to speak in Senate today
· This was a rare privilege
1. Athletics’ Finances
· Essentially broke even this year – much better compared to records in years past
· Even though additional expense of C-USA championship game was not budgeted for, we made money on football ticket sales
· Lost money on men’s basketball tickets
· Will have more concrete data for next week 
1. TCU Weekend
· Be safe
· Look for articles in the paper
· Help relay the message (re: last week’s report)
1. Graduate Athletic Tickets
· Full Time status at SMU starts at 12 hours for grad students
· Full Time status can be less than 9 hours
· Student fees pay for free athletic tickets for undergraduates, but not for graduates
· Not everyone goes to the games, but they should at least have the opportunity to attend
· Would like to get all the Deans of the respective schools to turn in ID numbers of full time students to the athletic department
· Let him know if you are interested in helping
1. Senator Schmidt
· Is not moving to Cox
· Dedman I election was valid
· There was no Senate approval, neither was there an actual submitted resignation
· There is now a Cox vacancy that will be posted
1. Summer Appointments
· Vacancies filled by recommendations by the President and Membership Committee Chair
· Process needs one week for complaints, one week for recommendations – two week process
· This did not happen for three senators: Schur, Kazmi, and Whalen
· Is recommending to bypass the two-week process and suspend the rules to see it as old business today
· Trying to fix the mistake and move forward
· Will happen during Chair Ladner’s committee report

Q from Senator Esau – would minutes have to be retroactively amended?
A: yes

Vice President Ehmke
1. Liaisons
· Senators need to contact their assigned organizations TODAY
· Kudos to those who already did so
· CC him on the emails
Secretary Pool
1. Peruna IX
· Transition ceremony will be at halftime during the SMU vs. UCF game on October 15th
· Tell everyone you know to come see history in the making
· This happens about once every fifteen to twenty years
1. Code of Conduct Changes
· Submissions began yesterday
· Run through November
· Email Secretary Pool with any suggested changes
· Senators and chairs have first dibs, but any student can submit a recommendation
· More information about the committee next week
1. Public Records
· It’s the end of the month – will be working on the binder this weekend
· Chairs need to submit all committee information so that the records can be accurate
· Also need to submit attendance reports
1. Office Hours/Absences
· Will send out an updated spreadsheet once the Public Information Files have been updated
· Please keep up with your committee attendance
· Most senators have been doing a good job
1. Senator of the Month
· Nominations due by September 30
· Submit a brief paragraph with description of why that individual deserves to be chosen
· Will be announced next week
1. Finance Budget Meetings
· All organizations must attend in order to be funded for the spring semester
· Three officers from each organization
· Times/dates have been sent out in an email from the finance committee
· Make sure your constituents know
1. Morale Booster
· Carrot cake (sugar-free) after the meeting
Speaker Belden
1. No Submission
Parliamentarian Morgan
1. No Submission
Chief of Staff Mace
1. By-Law Revisions
· Almost finished
· Added a transition of power clause for every committee
· This can hurt the chamber if not done well – let’s work to make this better
1. Ad hoc Senate alumni committee
· Need floor opened for nominations
· Not a huge time commitment – up for the chair to decide
· About an hour a day – reasonable amont of time

Floor opened for nominations

Senator Genco – accepted
Chief of Staff Mace - accepted
Senator Esau – accepted
Senator Mitchell – accepted

Floor closed

Executive Director Jones
1. United Way
· Student leaders will be receiving a letter from President Turner shortly
· Please give to United Way
· The fact that you give is more important than how much you give

Point of personal privilege from Chair Trespalacios – also give to the Fry the Frogs young alumni campaign

1. Committee Reports
Organizations 
1. About 12 organizations did not attend MOM meetings:
· Union of Music Students
· Hip Hop Dance Club – 2 signatures missing (300 members apparently?)
· Sociology Club
· National Society of Black Engineers
· Photography Club
· Gold Club – President signature missing
· FCA – 1 student missing
· Students for a Better Society – Advisor missing
· Bahkti Yoga 
· Advertising Club
· Libertarians – possible signature forgeries
1. October 5th – charter review and application to attend the make-up MOM
1. Seeing the running club, the quidditch club, and the medieval club next week
1. New Business
3. African Student Association, Probationary Status (6-0-0)
1. Old Business
4. Secular Humanists, Probationary Status (4-0-0)

Motion to approve committee’s recommendation for old business
Recommendation approved

Student Concerns
1. No Submission
Membership 
1. Appointments
· Senators Schur, Kazmi, and Whalen were appointed to fill vacancies after the allotted period for discretionary appointments was over, yet never confirmed by the Senate chamber
· Need to be confirmed by the chamber so that their appointments can be made legitimate

Motion to suspend the rules so that the usual complaint week in the two-week appointment process is skipped
Rules suspended

Committee’s recommendation received in block
Recommendation approved in block

President Prentice inaugurates senators Schur, Kazmi, and Whalen
Scholarship 
· Scholarships
· Please promote scholarships
· Requirements and information are on the Senate website
· Scholarships are due next Friday
Endowment 
· Update on progress
· Currently going through an old binder from an endowment reception
· Putting together all the names
· Official committee met for the first time last night
Communications 
· New Vice Chair
· Joe Esau
· By-Law Revisions
· Are on the way
· Committee did not previously have bylaws, which is making it challenging to write them for the very first time
· Ad Hoc Committees
· Have formed several subcommittees
· This is making the workload easier to handle
· General Members
· Currently working on filling the ad hoc committees
· Things are going well so far
· New E-mail Address:
· So that personal inbox will not be overcrowded
· Will likely be smucommunications@smu.edu
Diversity
· No Submission
Finance
· Clarification on the Mock Trial funding request
· Committee historically receives more requests in the spring than in the fall
· Senate has already spent $21,000 out of allotted $35,000 for weekly budget requests for the semester
· Amount that was adjusted for standards was about $20,000 – Mock Trial ignored standards by requesting well above the allotted amounts for expenses
· Only one member attended budget meetings, team did not attend makeup meetings
Also submitted a copy of the previous year’s budget request – no known changes whatsoever
· Had a $15,000 budget for the entire year last year – less than this single budget request for this year
· The by-laws only allow one conference per year in weekly requests – the proper procedure to attend multiple tournaments would be to request through the semester budget process
1. New Business
7. Russian Club 
· Funded $550.00 our of requested $800.00 
· Vote: 11-1-1
· When the request was verified, the speaker was legitimate – won Russian International Film festival award
7. Graduate Economics Club 
1. Funded $0.00 out of $485.00 
1. Vote 12-0-1
1. Senate already funded for one conference – the rules state that we cannot fund for more this year
1. Conference was more of a job market meet and greet for personal use than something that would benefit the organization and SMU as a whole
1. Old Business
8. College Democrats 
0. Funded $380.00 out of $380.00 requested
0. Vote: 11-1-0
8. Mock Trial 
1. Funded $8,550.00 out of $20,850.00 requested
1. Vote: 10-1-1
8. SFA 
2. Funded $450.00 out of $1,100.00 
2. Vote: 11-1-0
8. Sailing Team 
3. Funded $960.00 out of $1,890.00 requested
3. Vote: 12-0-0
3. 
Senator Esau motioned to fund an additional $2,700.00 to the committee’s recommendation for funding Mock Trial
Motion seconded

Point of information from Senator Martinez:  Article 7, section 4, subsections a and b deal with such situations

Chamber enters debate
Senator Esau: We should support all student organizations regardless or whether or not they legitimately met the requirements for funding – it is our duty to meet their needs

Vice President Ehmke: The expected budget did not come through last year – we are already allocating 1/7 of yearly discretionary funds to this one organization
Model UN and Speech/Debate already seek funding elsewhere

Senator Genco – 40% of allocated funds [30% of yearly budget] is already going to mock trial
Giving more to them would be unfair to other organizations, especially when they did not even meet Senate’s requirements for receiving access to funds

Senator Whelan: the finance committee has already compromised – this $8000.00 is a lot more than what other organizations who did not meet the requirements received (almost 200 organizations)

Senator Young: Mock Trial’s inability to plan properly and fundraise should not necessitate a Senate emergency

Chief of Staff Mace: we don’t need to decide about future tournaments today – they have time to think about the funding structure for future tournaments
We are only being asked to fund for today’s request

President Prentice: they are still short $2,700.00 for the Minneapolis trip – recommend to fund additional $2,700.00

Point of Information from Chair Fox: they already collected around $6,000.00 in dues that are being factored into the decision

Senator Stephens: if we do not fund additional money, we are not crushing their chances of attending nationals

Called the question
Roll call vote on the amendment to fund an additional $2,700.00 to Mock Trial

	Name:
	

	Austin Prentice
	Aye

	Alex Ehmke
	Nay

	Martha Pool
	Nay

	Ted Belden
	No vote - speaker

	Alex Morgan
	Nay

	Alex Mace
	Nay

	Clint Adcox
	Aye

	Scott Anderson
	Nay

	William Badarak
	No vote - chair

	Greg Barro
	Aye

	Nick Bertasi
	Nay

	Jack Dawson
	Nay

	Parminder Deo
	Aye

	Joseph Esau
	Aye

	Roza Essaw
	Aye

	Monnica Finnegan
	Nay

	Tanner Flyckt
	Nay

	Rachel Fox
	No vote - chair

	Juan Jose Garcia
	Aye

	Christian Genco
	Nay

	Alexis Goldberg
	No vote - chair

	Tyler Harris
	Aye

	Kian Hervey
	No vote - chair

	Tiffany Hoffman
	Nay

	Upama Kadel
	Aye

	Sarah Kazmi
	Nay

	Devin Kerns
	Nay

	Hanna Kim
	Present

	Jaimmy Koroma
	Absent

	Brad Krocheski
	Nay

	Katherine Ladner
	No vote - chair

	Caroline Langley
	Nay

	J.D. Mahaffey
	Nay

	Jaywin Malhi
	No vote - chair

	Sam Mansfield
	No vote - chair

	Sam Martinez
	Nay

	Anthony McAuliffe
	Nay

	James Miers
	Aye

	Michael Mitchell
	Nay

	Lucy Needham
	Nay

	William O'Connor
	Aye

	Katie O’Neil
	Nay

	An Phan
	Nay

	Steven Robson
	Aye

	Jason Sansone
	Nay

	Christoph Schmidt
	Nay

	Laura Schur
	Aye

	Cameron Skreden
	Aye

	Savannah Stephens
	Nay

	Ramon Trespalacios
	No vote - chair

	Jeff Whelan
	Nay

	Jacob Watts
	Aye

	Jingjing Yang
	Nay

	Shanitah Young
	Nay



Motion failed to pass
Vote: 15-28-1

Motion to receive committee’s old business in block
Motion approved

Motion to approve committee’s recommendation
Committee’s recommendation approved

VIII.	New Business
· F-11-09-04  “A Resolution to Implement Electronic Voting to Promote Transparency”
· Written by Senator Genco and Senator Esau
· Trying to promote and facilitate more transparency in senate
· If you have any questions, please email before next week
· This is still up to the speaker’s discretion how the vote is cast – it just provides a faster and simpler way of doing roll call votes
· F-11-09-05  “A Resolution Encouraging the Placement of Educational Posters Above All Public Indoor Recycling Bins”
· Written by Secretary Pool, Chief of Staff Mace, Senator Deo, and Senator Bertasi
· SMU has done better in its efforts to “go green”
· Posting signs that explain the proper procedures for single-stream recycling will help ensure that students hard work to recycle does not go to waste
· Lots of special procedures that few students are aware of - one mistake, and the entire bin must be wasted
· Informational campaign will help make efforts even more effective
IX.	Old Business
0. No Submission
1.       Senatorial Forum
1. Announcements
· Morrison McGinnis Hall is hosting “Taste of Dallas” on Sunday
· Political Science Symposium Law School Panel – 4:30 pm on Friday
· Free LSAT, GRE, and MCAT on Saturday
· Watch party for TCU game – 2:30 in the M-Lounge
· Thursday at 800 pm – fighting poverty and preventable disease – meeting in the Service House
· Sis supporting sisters – walk 3.2 miles – open for all senators
XII. 	Adjournment

5:24 pm
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