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Order of Business for SMU Student Senate
November 30, 2010





I. Call to Order 3:31
II. Moment of Silence 
III. Roll Call
	Exec

	Torres, Jake
	

	Prentice, Austin
	

	Perkins, Katie
	

	Esau, Joe
	

	Mace, Alex
	Left Early, E

	Schur, Laura
	

	Senators

	Abiye, Aden
	

	Aguirre, Alejandra
	

	Archer, David
	

	Badarak, William
	Left Early, E

	Barnes, Grant
	 

	Belden, Ted
	

	Boulos, Michael
	Tardy, E

	Carr, Jasmine
	

	Coia, David
	

	Cusimano, Giacoma
	Tardy

	Dao, Ann
	Left Early, E

	Davidson, Wes
	

	Davis, Gavanne
	

	Dawson, Jack
	

	De Santiago, Pablo
	

	Deo, Parminder
	Left Early

	Diallo, Mamadou
	T

	Dow, Alexa
	Left Early, E

	Ehmke, Alex
	

	Essaw, Roza
	

	Essig, Catherine
	

	Farzal, Zaenab
	

	Fox, Rachel
	

	Gaasbeck, Joe
	Left Early, E

	Genco, Christian
	Left Early, E

	Haugh, Madeline
	

	Ishmael, Jonathan
	Left Early, E

	Krugar, Dillon
	

	Ladner, Katherine
	

	Leung, Janet
	Absent, E

	Mackingtee, Bethany
	Left Early, E

	Malhi, Jaywin
	A

	Mansfield, Sam
	

	Martinez, Angela
	Left Early, E

	Maturino, Christina
	

	Pool, Martha Ann
	

	Pyun, Jieun
	

	Ray, Shana
	

	Rogers, Scott
	

	Sandoval, Claudia
	

	Saunders, Michael
	

	Schmidt, Christoph
	

	Sharp, Jason
	 

	Trespalacios, Ramon
	


IV. Approval of Agenda Approved
V. Approval of Minutes Approved
VI. Speaker’s Podium

· Fernando Salazar

· DREAM Act

· Make an educated vote

· http://bitly/dreamact1130

· First vote in the US Senate Thursday

· Not everyone qualifies for it

· Talented students will be able to stay in the US after graduation and get a job

· Show sign that you have embraced students that are in this situation

· Not just a Latino issue, but a multicultural issue
· Jessica Huseman & Taylor Adams
· Jessica Huseman has chosen to step down as Editor and Chief of the Daily Campus
· Introduced Taylor Adams, the new Editor and Chief
· Taylor Adams

· Plans to continue coverage of Senate
· Relay for Life

· 12 hour walk for Cancer

· April 15th & 16th 

· 5PM – 5AM

· In the past umbrella’ed under Panhellenic and IFC

· 40% Student Board

· Have plan to reach every student organization on campus

· Have goal to raise $122,000

· Would like to be chartered organization

· Would help with growth

· Would help all students feel included

· Chief of Staff Mace – How do you see your program taking advantage of chartering process?

· Advertisements

· Being able to reserve rooms on campus
· Bethany Mackingtee
· Breakthrough Collaborative
· http://breakthroughcollaborative.org
· http://www.breakthroughcollaborative.org/
 

· http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/BreakthroughCollaborative
· Go into affiliates and teach for six weeks
· Sites all over the country and Hong Kong
· Applications open December 1st
· Takes middle school students

· Have lock-ins, do community service, work with teachers to create lesson plans

· Give back to students who really need help

· Breakthrough teachers are more likely to be selected for Teach For America

· Feel free to talk to Bethany for more information

· Bethany was placed in Houston with 100 kids in the program

· Housing arrangements are different on each sites. 

· Normally placed in homes with teachers or people on the board

· Harvey Luna

· Update with LGBT legislation

· John Hall, the registrar has been working on finding a way to identify LGBT students at SMU

· Been doing research in the archives

· Found a gender issues senator that existed in the past
· Ceci Hutchings

· Doing an independent study of LGBT individuals on campus

· Don’t feel safe around school

· Really worried about acceptance

· Being teased and traumatized 

· Need a longstanding person that can speak and act for LGBT individuals

· Studies specific to SMU

· Senator Fox – How did you collect your data?

· Observations and interviews

· Chair Carr – will your paper be finished by next semester?

· Yes

· Senator Ishmael – Have you asked individuals if they have spoken to their current senator under their school?

· She has not

VII. Officer Reports

President Torres

· Meeting with VP Casey
· Presenting report on budget increase
· 5.9% increase on student fees this year
· Baylor 8%, TCU 6.2% increases
· Student fees go toward athletics, building funds, Dedman Center for Lifetime Sports, etc.
· Mustang Scholars is a separate issue and are still being looked at
· Chair Carr asked if there was anything Senators could do to help with voting for Board of Trustees
· President Torres answered that you could talk 
· Two biggest recipients of increase
· Compensation for faculty and staff
· Need based scholarships
· Senator Ehmke asked if increase for faculty was for new faculty
· President Torres answered that it was for raises
Vice President Prentice

· No Report
Secretary Perkins

· Absences 
Speaker Schur

· No Report

Parliamentarian Esau

· Main Event- Meet 6:45 outside HT steps 
1. Will be taking the Student Association Vans
2. Need to make sure you signed the right permission slip
3. Contact Parliamentarian Esau with any questions
Chief of Staff Mace

· No Report
Executive Director Jones

· No Report

VIII. Committee Reports

Organizations – Chair Mackingtee
· Currently Groups who are in the process can’t submit grounds requests

· Interested in making Senate the sponsor of new groups instead of the SAMSA

· If you are interested in writing legislation to make that happen, please contact Chair Mackingtee

· New Business

· No New Business

· Old Business

· Probationary Status

· Relay for Life 8-0-0

· Vegetarians Taking Action 8-0-0

· Temporary Status

· Mustang Heroes 8-0-0 

· Committee’s recommendation seen in block and APPROVED
Student Concerns – Chair Diallo
· Concerns

· Smoking outside buildings (especially Hughes-Trigg)
· Policy of not smoking within 25 feet of buildings should be enforced
· Need to find way to enforce Student Code
· Senate

· Changing the name to “Student Body Government” 
· Ideas to make Senate more student appealing
· Chair Carr asked if the link on SMU’s website would be working

· Point of Information from VP President – too much spam is the reason the link is not up and working
· “Once a month free-for-all Student Forum”
· Students think that Senate meetings are just for Senators
· Students have been complaining that meetings are too long for students to sit through
· If you are interested in helping with any of these concerns, please contact Chair Diallo
Membership – Chair Essaw
· Interested in being Membership Chair? 
· Contact ressaw@smu.edu
· Conduct Student Body Elections
· Put General Members in Senate
· Conducting Debates, Inauguration, Interviews, Applications, Etc.
· Applications will be available at the first Senate meetings
· Any more open vacancies? Let Roza know ASAP 
· If you know if you will not be able to commit to Senate next semester, contact Chair Essaw as soon as possible
Scholarship 

· No Report
Communications 

· No Report
Diversity

· Good turnout for Money Management Seminar
· Occurred last Monday
· Approximately 30 students came
· Students really enjoyed seminar, feedback was great
· Some students asked about having it again next semester
· Will consider doing it on a smaller scale
· Looking at Money Management Advisor for SMU
· TCU and Texas Tech have a position to help students with finances
· Feedback from the speakers 
· Speakers were surprised about what 
· Special Thanks to volunteers & Exec
· Chair Essaw asked about what seminar would look like in the future
· Chair Carr said that they are looking at doing it again next semester but it will be on a smaller scale if it happens again
Finance 

· When can people submit requests for the Spring?

· Can submit requests online through Janet

· New Business

· Dream Big Soccer - $0.00/$355.00. Vote: 17-0-0
· University Libertarians  - $0.00/$2,200.00. Vote: 16-0-1 
· Wanted to send 6 people to a conference
· Funded in $0, there was a lot of misinformation, and don’t have a very large presence on campus
· Point of Information by Senator Fox – They are a very new organization and the committee thought it was odd they were sending so many people to a conference in DC.
· Conference not mandatory for organization
· Point of Parliamentary Inquiry by Senator Ishmael, if we suspended the rules, how would someone file a complaint?

· Parliamentarian Esau said that we would debate the issue in the chamber, but there would not be a chance to file a complaint if there was a suspension of the rules
· Chief of Staff Mace asked how much of it was the committee felt it was too soon, or not prepared?
· Senator Ehmke responded that there were several reasons for declining their request
Motion to Recess until 5PM for Reception – APPROVED

· Old Business - APPROVED
· Graduate Economics Club - $400.00/$400.00. Vote: 14-0-0
· Send two people to conference in Colorado, funded for hotel
· Sharp Show - $1,186.00/$1,186.00. Vote: 13-1-0
· Show for senior show for Dance students
· SPARC-ASB - $0.00/$2,265.00. Vote: 13-1-0
· Had money in bank account, wanted them to spend that first
· Club Volleyball - $1,775.00/$2,989.00. Vote: 14-0-0 
· Funded for most of request
Committee’s recommendation voted to be seen in block

· Recommendation APPROVED
VIII. New Business

· No New Business 

IX. Old Business

· F-10-11-10: A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE STUDENT SENATE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
· Parliamentarian Esau and Senator Sharp

· Parliamentarian Esau said

· Finance committee used to meet on Mondays

· This year it has changed

· The governing documents were not consistent

· The legislation was amended anywhere where it says “finance chair” or “chair” to say “the committee” and all pronouns were amended accordingly

· The two funds in the Senate used to be managed by two different people. Now, the funds are both overseen by one chair.

· Chief of Staff Mace asked if “it’s discretion,” “deadline set by the committee” gives the committee the power to change the deadline whenever they would like.

· Parliamentarian Esau said he would accept a friendly amendment during debate.

· Motion to move into debate:

· Senator Genco said he disagreed with the legislation as written and suggested it be changed to “the deadline should be set at a minimum of a week” suggested an e-mail be sent and the deadline be a week from when the e-mail is sent

· Senator Gaasbeck would like to propose that Senate make the meeting date 

· Friendly amendment by Vice President Prentice: “add a deadline set by the committee before the second meeting of each semester”

· Parliamentarian Esau accepted the friendly amendment made by Vice President Prentice

· Senator Fox wonders if it would irritate organizations if the time changes every semester

· Chief of Staff Mace would prefer the deadline be set by a yearly basis.

· Senator Essig said she was in favor of Senator Gaasbeck’s idea. Thinks it is fair to say a week from when Finance Committee meets.

· President Torres thinks it was fine before the friendly amendment. Thinks the chair needs to be able to have the discretion

· Senator Gaasbeck proposed a friendly amendment for line 33 to read: “Committee recommendation with the finance chair within five business days of the committee’s meeting”

· Senator Genco asks how long before the meeting do complaints need to be submitted

· Motion to move into Committee as a Whole

· Vote: 18-10-0 PASSED 

· Motion to move into discussion: PASSED
· Senator Genco just made a motion to amend the legislation lines 36 and 54 “24 hours before the following committee meeting”

· Senator Fox thinks you need “no later than 24 hours before the following committee meeting” to the amendment 

· Amendment accepted by Senator Genco

· Motion to end debate: PASSED
· Amendment APPROVED
· Motion to call to question: PASSED
· Speech: Parliamentarian Esau read off all of the amendments to the piece of legislation
· F-10-11-11: A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE DREAM ACT
· Senators Sandoval and Aguirre

· It has been two weeks. We hope you had time to reach out to your constituents to see what they thought about it. 

· Senator Ehmke asked what the authors hoped to change by the piece of legislation

· Senator Aguirre answered it would show support for those students

· Senator Ray asked what they had been doing to poll students

· Senator Sandoval answered LULAC has been doing things all semester to show support for the movement

· Senator Aguirre answered they had people sign postcards to senators 

· Senator Trespalacios made a friendly amendment to change 

· Senator Trespalacios asked if they thought it was a large statement to make, that SMU students support the DREAM Act

· Senator Schmit asked if the authors polled the student body

· Senator Sandoval answered that they did not but it’s the responsibility of the Senators to talk to their constituents

· Senator Ray proposed a friendly amendment on Line 40 to say “Be it that the Student Senate” instead of “SMU”

· The authors accepted the friendly amendment

· Parliamentarian Esau made a friendly amendment to reinstate the original language of the piece of legislation

· President Torres says whatever we submit we submit as the voice of the student body. Don’t short change ourselves, and the one power we have as the voice of SMU.

· Senator Ray doesn’t feel that we’ve had sufficient time to poll students. The issue is urgent. We cannot say that the entire student body supports something, but we can say that Senate supports the amendment.

· Senator Trespalacios asked what happens if he was not at the last meeting, or what happens if everyone abstains. 

· Senator Davidson thinks if we pass it it is a falsehood because we don’t have any documentation that the student body does support this. Thinks it’s better to say the Student Senate supports or does not support this.

· Senator Fox would feel very uncomfortable voting on something that has to do with the entire student body

· Senator Farzal thinks when controversial issues are presented to the Senate, they should vote on it. She also thinks that Senators that are not comfortable should abstain.

· Senator Essig said she thinks we should vote on the legislation as originally written

· Motion to call to question on the amendment: 15-10-0 NOT PASSED
· Senator Rogers saying that changing Student Senate would weaken the piece, thinks we should just vote and we are wasting time by making a circular argument

· Senator Santiago said this is an education issue, and we do have students here that fall under this piece, so we should vote on the piece

· Parliamentarian Esau read from the governing documents the duties of being a Student Senator. Thinks it is on Senators for not doing their jobs by not talking to their constituents, and we should vote on it as he stands.

· President Torres said whatever we do here, that is the voice of the students. Don’t short change ourselves. Support the amendment, vote how  you feel on the piece

· Motion to call to question on the Amendment made by Parliamentarian Esau: PASSED
· Senator Ehmke has a problem with writing pieces on national issues. Doesn’t think national issues that we have no impact on have a place in the chamber.

· Senator Barnes is in favor of the legislation because he thinks it is a good opportunity to voice our opinion on an issue that does affect a lot of students. He was elected to lead and represent constituents. He can’t in good conscience vote against the legislation.

· Senator Mansfield asked for clarification

· Senator Claudia referred him to another piece of paper

· Senator Sharp agrees with Senator Ehmke, but thinks it is important to point out while it is a good idea, will provide in state tuition to illegal students, affects students who live in state. Also allows people who have committed crimes to stay in the country. Applies to people who are at the age of 35. Contrary to what is portrayed, is not a bill solely for children. This piece is fatally flawed. Not our per view.

· Senator Ehmke - the distinguishment is it impacts a lot of people, but we, as a senate will not impact it.

· Motion to call to question: 8-19-0 DOES NOT PASS
XI.       Senatorial Forum

XII.
Announcements
This Sunday is the Celebration of Lights and there are still students who need sponsors

Stop by where LULAC is collecting toys and donations at the Hughes Trigg Crossing

Saturday morning SMU plays in Conference Championship
XIII. 
Adjournment 6:24PM
