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Order of Business for SMU Student Senate





January 15, 2011

I. Call to Order 3:30PM
II. Moment of Silence

III. Roll Call

	1/25/11

Name                            

Exec

	Torres, Jake

	

	Prentice, Austin

	

	Perkins, Katie

	

	Esau, Joe


	

	Mace, Alex


	

	Senators

	Abiye, Aden
	

	Aguirre, Alejandra
	

	Badarak, William
	

	Belden, Ted
	

	Boulos, Michael
	

	Carr, Jasmine
	

	Coia, David
	

	Cusimano, Giacoma
	A

	Dao, Ann
	

	Davidson, Wes
	A

	Dawson, Jack
	A

	De Santiago, Pablo
	

	Deo, Parminder
	

	Diallo, Mamadou
	A

	Dow, Alexa
	

	Ehmke, Alex
	

	Essaw, Roza
	

	Essig, Catherine
	

	Farzal, Zaenab
	

	Fox, Rachel
	

	Gaasbeck, Joe
	

	Genco, Christian
	

	Ishmael, Jonathan
	

	Ladner, Katherine
	

	Leung, Janet
	T

	Mackingtee, Bethany
	

	Malhi, Jaywin
	

	Mansfield, Sam
	

	Martinez, Angela
	

	Maturino, Christina
	

	Pool, Martha Ann
	

	Pyun, Jieun
	

	Ray, Shana
	

	Rogers, Scott
	

	Saunders, Michael
	A

	Schmidt, Christoph
	

	Sharp, Jason
	 

	Trespalacios, Ramon
	


IV. Approval of Minutes

V. Speaker’s Podium

VI. Officer Reports

President Torres

· Joe Gaasbeck Speaker Recommendation

· Recommendation Approved

· Congratulations Speaker Gaasbeck

· Soniyyah Blue Inaugurated as Perkins Senator

· Congratulations Senator Blue!

· Civility 

· Remember to be civil

· We are all one organization

· Laptops

· We are going to allow senators to use laptops

· Blackboard

· Please log on to see if you are on Blackboard

· If you are not on Blackboard e-mail anyone on Exec

· All minutes and agendas posted, legislation, etc.

· Question Chair Essaw: Can we have stipulation or rules such as when speakers are present?

· Answer President Torres: Please be respectful of everyone at the podium. Don’t see any problems, but will be adaptable.

· Next Week Absence

· Going to conference

· E-mail if you have any questions

· Legislation Ideas

· Want to introduce legislation about Health Insurance
Vice President Prentice

· Semester Ahead

· Guys - collars, girls – professional

· Calendar is up front

· Think about legislation

· Please follow seating chart

· Senators Attend Budget Process Meetings

· Mandatory Finance Meetings

· There are four meetings beginning later next week

· Each Senator is required to attend

· Will count as an office hour

Secretary Perkins

· Absences
· Senators have two absences, period. Use them wisely.
· Roster
· If you were absent, please check the roster in e-mail and make sure your contact info is current
· Calendar
· If you have any dates that need to be added, e-mail katiep@smu.edu 
· Senator of the Month
· Senate Office Sign In Sheet
Parliamentarian Esau

· Quiz
· Facebook/Twitter

· Please add your friends!

· Chairs, if you have updates, e-mail Parliamentarian Esau

· Website

· The Website is updated

· Hughes-Trigg Update

· Commuter Lounge has a new kitchenette 

· Lack of courtesy cups of water in the Varsity

· Richard Owens will be coming in next week to answer questions

· Fun Fact of the Week! 
Chief of Staff Mace

· Committee Update
· If your meeting time does not work with your schedule, e-mail Chief of Staff Mace so you can be put on a new committee
· Want to keep communications committee members involved, please e-mail Chief of Staff Mace for more information
Executive Director Jones

· Welcome Back!

VII. Committee Reports

Organizations 
· Join the Club

· Tomorrow, Wednesday, 11PM-2PM, Flagpole

· Will be absent from meeting next week

Student Concerns
· No Submission

Membership 
· Needs Senators for Interviews

· March 3rd is when applications are open for next year’s Senate
Scholarship 

· Keep checking the calendar for most recent dates
Communications 

· No Submission

Diversity
· Wednesday will be the new meeting time
Finance 
· New Business

· No Submission 
· Old Business APPROVED
· Dream Big Soccer

· Recommended to Fund $0

· University Libertairans

· Recommended to Fund $0

· Changing from Annual to Semester Budgets

· Would love to see increase in budget

· University will not increase budget because we do not spend all their money

· If they don’t spend their money in the fall, the money will be reallocated in the Spring

· Will be beneficial for organizations

· Money is being tied up in inactive organizations – that money will be reallocated
VIII.
New Business
· S-11-01-11 A RESOLUTION AMENDING FINANCE COMMITTEE POLICIES SO AS TO MAXIMIZE FISCAL EFFICIENCY AND MINIMIZE LOSSES

· Author: Senator Ehmke

· Would amend policies, by-laws, Finance Committee Standards

· Chief of Staff Mace: Have you discussed this with organizations?

· The idea is that we will free up more funding and organizations will benefit from that

· Have not contacted any organizations personally

· Senator Ishmael: Will this affect Summer Senate?

· I don’t think it will impact Summer Senate at all

· Vice President Prentice: What will we do with groups who have to plan for trips in Spring (Alternative Breaks)

· Finance Committee will make decisions based on each organizations

· Senator Genco: Would not receive funding for Spring Events in the fall?

· Would request Spring event money in Fall

· Parliamentarian Esau: How will this affect Program Council or Alternative Spring Breaks

· Answer: More money is spent on programs in the Spring than in the fall. Would allocate half of money in Fall and half in Spring. Money left over in fall would then be available in the Spring.
· S-11-01-12 A RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT NOTATION FOR THE “A+” BE INCLUDED IN THE TRANSCRIPTS OF SMU STUDENTS

· A lot of law schools will take into account an A+ on applications, Medical Schools will also take into account an A+

· Does not want to adjust grade point system, just would like an A+ to be able to put on a transcript.

· Other students have the benefit of having A+’s on transcripts

· Senator Genco: Do you think they would recalculate GPA, or do you think that it would be assumed the A+ would be weighted more?

· Answer: Law schools recalculate everyone’s GPA to make it a more level playing field because schools has different systems.

· Senator Essig: Would this affect current year?

· Answer: It will show on transcript when there was a change in notation
IX.
Old Business

· No Old Business 
X.       Senatorial Forum

XI.
Announcements

Come see Chair Mackingtee to be on her committee

Talked about changing budgeting process, let organizations know 

LGBTea is in the Women’s Center this 

Rush Sessions for APO Wednesday, Thursday, Friday at 5PM

Apply for Dining with Decision Makers

Support the Multicultural Greek Council, 7-9PM Thursday

Work Study positions available

Fill out your FASFA
XII. 
Adjournment

