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Order of Business for SMU Student Senate
February 8, 2011




I. Call to Order 3:45PM
II. Moment of Silence

III. Roll Call

	Name                            

Exec

	Torres, Jake

	

	Prentice, Austin

	

	Perkins, Katie

	

	Esau, Joe


	

	Mace, Alex


	

	Gaasbeck, Joe


	

	Senators

	Abiye, Aden
	A

	Aguirre, Alejandra
	

	Badarak, William
	

	Belden, Ted
	

	Boulos, Michael
	A

	Carr, Jasmine
	

	Coia, David
	

	Dao, Ann
	

	Davidson, Wes
	

	Dawson, Jack
	

	De Santiago, Pablo
	A

	Deo, Parminder
	

	Diallo, Mamadou
	A

	Dow, Alexa
	

	Ehmke, Alex
	

	Essaw, Roza
	

	Essig, Catherine
	

	Farzal, Zaenab
	T

	Fox, Rachel
	

	Genco, Christian
	

	Ishmael, Jonathan
	

	Ladner, Katherine
	

	Leung, Janet
	

	Mackingtee, Bethany
	

	Malhi, Jaywin
	

	Mansfield, Sam
	

	Martinez, Angela
	A

	Maturino, Christina
	

	Pool, Martha Ann
	

	Pyun, Jieun
	

	Ray, Shana
	T

	Rogers, Scott
	A

	Saunders, Michael
	A

	Schmidt, Christoph
	

	Sharp, Jason
	 A

	Trespalacios, Ramon
	


IV. Approval of Minutes

V. Speaker’s Podium

· Kaplan

· Erica

· Free Practice Test event this weekend

· Feb 12th , 10AM, Dedman School of Law

· 180 Event

· Will talk about Four Loco and Law school

· Will be an event on campus
· Zac Friske (Mustang EMS Squad) zfriske@smu.edu
· Provide Emergency Medical Services to SMU and Community at large

· SMU has 11,000 students, faculty, and staff

· With the Library will have more people coming onto campus

· Would be under Police Department Chief

· Would be working off of the Rice EMS Model

· Would be a department, not an organization

· Estimate for initial starting costs: $10,192.07

· Different ways to fund organization

· Tack on additional fee to health services fee

· Funded by the university

· Student senate

· Separate budget: could raise tuition by $1 to run program
· Charles Leary cleary@smu.edu
· Represents Veterans from Business School 

· Under new system has to pay $20,000 per semester when they thought they would not have to pay anything

· Wants to raise awareness on campus
· Marissa Braun

· Will hold Ke$ha concert in Moody Coliseum

· Asking to suspend rules so they can finalize location

· Ashley Odeh (MESA)

· Have many events planned for the upcoming semester

· Would like the support of Student Senate

· Alex Ehmke

· Spirit of Cooperation

· Thanks for contact by Senators

· Is of the opinion that intentionally undermining senators is childish

· Would like to encourage cooperation
VI. Officer Reports

President Torres

· Think of Trustees, Administration, Faculty, Staff to nominate for Awards next week
· Student Concerns Committee
· Chair Diallo has stepped down
· Senator Martha Pool is being recommended for position
· Will vote next week
· Civility
· Bad Weather Week
· Talking about options for making up school 
· Saturday School is being discussed
· Spring Break will not be changed
Vice President Prentice

· Student Senate Binders

· Will have all of the documents posted on Blackboard

Secretary Perkins

· Absences
· Senator of the Month for January
1. Congratulations Senator Ehmke
Speaker Gaasbeck

· Chair Committee Reports & Legislation: 
email jgaasbeck@smu.edu by Mondays at 5 PM

· Rules of Order

1. Next week will start standing during debate

2. Point of Information

1. Wait to be recognized

2. Have to be formed as a question
Parliamentarian Esau

· Mustang Express Update
1. Will be meeting with sustainability committee
· How to be a better Senator
· Meet & Greet
1. Will need to start holding Meet and Greets as schools
Chief of Staff Mace

· No Report
Executive Director Jones

· Thought for the Month

· Always be the best you you can be

VII. Committee Reports

Organizations – Chair Mackingtee
· New Business
· Chartered:
· Fellowship of Christian Athletes 6-0-0
· Probationary:
· Marketing Association 6-0-0
· Middle Eastern Student Association 6-0-0
· African Student Association 4-0-2
· Old Business

· N/A
Student Concerns
· No Submission
Membership – Chair Essaw
· Applications for Finance and Organizations Chair are up and due by next Tuesday 5PM
· New Business
· Motion to see committee in block
· Motion to suspend rules and see committee’s recommendation as old business
· Committee’s Recommendation Approved
· Communications Chair:

· Eric Sandoval 

· Cox:
· Yasmin Aceval 6-0-0
· Jamison Joiner 4-0-2
· Dedman I:

· Harvey Luna 6-0-0

· Hiba Ibad 6-0-0

· Dedman II:

· Alex Morgan 4-0-2

· Meadows:

· Justin Amos 6-0-0

· Elizbeth Miller 6-0-0

· Simmons:

· Brandon Pfluger 6-0-0

· Tiffany Hoffman 4-0-2

· Lyle:

· John Harris 6-0-0

· Katie O’Neil 6-0-0
Scholarship 

· No Submission
Communications 

· No Submission

Diversity
· Plans for Semester

· Looking into Speaker Series

· Working with the admissions department to get more SMU students involved in bringing minority students to campus

· Previous meeting with a counselor from the admissions department was rescheduled due to inclement weather – updates will follow next week
Finance 
· Motion to see committee’s recommendation in block

· President Torres: How much did PC have for concerts in Annual Budget?

· $105,000 were appropriated

· Motion to suspend the rules and see the committee’s recommendation as old business

· Committee’s recommendation Approved

· New Business 

· Spectrum - $2,260.00/$3,460.00 Vote 8-1-0

· Requesting funds to go to conference

· Feb 26th and 27th 

· New Conference

· Mustang Heroes - $2,145.00/$2,730.00 Vote 9-0-0

· Want to make weekly trips to help kids in the classroom

· Funded $5 a trip for gas and van rental costs

· SPARC-ASB - $17,500.00/$17,500.00 Vote 9-0-0

· Requesting Funds for Spring Break Trips

· PC Concerts - $10,000.00/$10,000.00 Vote 9-0-0

· AV Tech for Ke$ha and Moody Coliseum 

· Old Business

· N/A
VIII.
New Business
IX.
Old Business

· S-11-01-11 – Amending Finance Committee Policies
· Alex Ehmke
· Amended in two ways

· If organization has event in the spring that they need to plan in the fall, so they would need to know how much funding they would have in the planning process.

· “At the discretion of Finance Committee Chair” 

· Is not final – up to Finance Chair, will talk to Advisor, will go to committee at retreat, and will then be viewed by Student Senate
· Senator Ishmael: Where does it say in the document that Senate would vote on the decision of the finance committee?

· In by-laws it states that senate has absolute authority

· Senator Pool: Would you write something in the legislation to communicate what you just said to the student body

· Senator Ehmke: I would be willing to work with you to communicate this to the Student Body

· Chair Carr: Would you be open to a friendly amendment to include what you just said?

· Senator Ehmke: It is in the by-laws, this legislation amends the bi-laws

· Chair Carr: Would you include a reference to where it says finance committee does not have the final say in the by-laws?

· Senator Ehmke: Yes, I would be open to that

· Senator Blue: Is there a list of criteria for organizations to have an annual budget?

· Senator Ehmke: Can’t really think of any specific criteria. Thought legislation addressed the problem.

· Senator Blue: Would you consider coming up with criteria for organizations?

· Senator Ehmke: I cannot think of specific criteria, it is a general need. The finance chair and the advisor would guide them.

· President Torres: What organizations make this clause necessary?

· Senator Ehmke: Engineering group have trips they take place over break – wouldn’t work on semester budgeting process, PC, etc.

· Senator Fox: Is this intended for ABS

· Senator Ehmke: Treat different groups differently to the degree they are different. Did not want to hemorrhage organizations or finance committee. Allows flexibility.

· Debate

· Senator Belden: Thinks amendment completes legislation and supports the legislation.

· Chief of Staff Mace: Would like to propose friendly amendment for line 65: Inserted at line 65 as a new sentence after "... otherwise hinder." "Furthermore, in opting for an annual budget, an organization forfeits its right to apply in October for the spring semester allocation of funds."
· President Torres: I don’t like the idea of having this clause in there. Thinks it would open pandora’s box. If we’re going to have a rule, we should stick by that rule. Thinks this is getting complicated. Will not vote for piece if it has clause attached. I am for semester budgets. Cannot think of organizations that could not function with semester budget.

· Senator Genco: Is for bill, likes amendment. Engineering organization needs funding for travel expenses to reimburse students for going to speak all over the country. If they had semester budget, would not be able to fund what they needed to.

· Senator Pool: Thinks legislation should be tabled

· Senator Ishmael: Thinks semester budgets are a great idea. Thinks the clause is great. Senator Sharp agrees with semester budgets. 

· Chair Leung: Cannot have budget meetings until legislation is passed. Need this to be passed today. Graduate organizations have own funds in own school.

· Senator Mansfield: Likes revision. To clarify what senator Fox was saying, no advantage to being annually budgeted. Old President says club sports need it, PC needs it, if maybe 15/20 need annual budgeting the clause is worthwhile. Everyone will still get money if they come with the right needs. 

· Parliamentarian Esau: Feels there is uncertainty with process determining who gets annual budget and who gets semester budget. I think it’s a dangerous precedent to set to make up along as we go. Thinks process should be written down on paper. Feels the piece is not clear enough.
· Vice President Prentice: Received e-mail from past President. Thinks semester budgets are a bad idea for club sports. Would know how much they will need to charge in dues.

· Senator Fox: Semester budgets are not better or worse than Annual Budget. Thinks it would eliminate waste.

· Chair Leung: Money that hasn’t been spent that could be re-alocated. Annual budget would not be beneficial, except for their planning.

· Senator Ishmael: Could you read the article over again? Yeilded time.
· Senator Ehmke: ...Such requests will be subsequently reviewed by the finance committee as a whole at the semester budget retreat and confirmed by majority vote of the Student Senate, in accordance with the Student Senate By-Laws.”  
· Roll Call Vote:

	Torres, Jake

	Nay

	Prentice, Austin

	Aye

	Perkins, Katie

	Aye

	Esau, Joe


	Nay

	Mace, Alex


	Aye

	Gaasbeck, Joe


	No Vote

	Senators

	Abiye, Aden
	A

	Aguirre, Alejandra
	Aye

	Badarak, William
	No Vote

	Belden, Ted
	Aye

	Boulos, Michael
	A

	Carr, Jasmine
	No Vote

	Coia, David
	Aye

	Dao, Ann
	Aye

	Davidson, Wes
	Aye

	Dawson, Jack
	Aye

	De Santiago, Pablo
	A

	Deo, Parminder
	Obstain

	Diallo, Mamadou
	A

	Dow, Alexa
	Aye

	Ehmke, Alex
	Aye

	Essaw, Roza
	No Vote

	Essig, Catherine
	Aye

	Farzal, Zaenab
	Aye

	Fox, Rachel
	Aye

	Genco, Christian
	Aye

	Ishmael, Jonathan
	Aye

	Ladner, Katherine
	Aye

	Leung, Janet
	No Vote

	Mackingtee, Bethany
	No Vote

	Malhi, Jaywin
	Aye

	Mansfield, Sam
	Aye

	Martinez, Angela
	A

	Maturino, Christina
	Aye

	Pool, Martha Ann
	Aye

	Pyun, Jieun
	Aye

	Ray, Shana
	Aye

	Rogers, Scott
	A

	Saunders, Michael
	A

	Schmidt, Christoph
	Aye

	Sharp, Jason
	 A

	Trespalacios, Ramon
	Aye


· Legislation PASSED 25-2-2

· S-10-01-12 – “A+” Be Included In Transcripts
1. Senator Ehmke
1. If you know numbers, you can know where you’re going to get in. There is a significant difference between A+’s and A’s in the minds of law schools.
2. Vanderbilt, Princeton, Cornell, and Stanford all have the A+ system.
1. Chief of Staff Mace: How will this affect people that had two years of A’s.
1. Senator Ehmke: For three years you will not be benefitting from system, but you will benefit from it when it passes. Will in no way penalize you. 
2. Chief of Staff Mace: Comparing the two years, will it affect the way they view past years?
1. Senator Ehmke: Would look at transcript and know that there would not be A+’s at that time. Thinks grad schools would know
3. Debate: 
4. Senator Pool: thinks it will motivate students
5. Senator Genco: Approves, would probably include note with transcript. Potentially could go back and have grades changed by previous Professors.
6. Senator Trespalacios: Loves this. Willing to take sacrifices of semesters with A’s.
X.       Senatorial Forum

· Senator Martha Pool
· Two constituents ask the GI bill be addressed in Senate. Over December bill was changed to cap given for education. Individuals counting on funding to continue education. Legislation was not very public, FA deadlines past. Petition Administration to increase yellow ribbon funding. Petition to special scholarships to be given to veterans who were not able to apply for finances
· Petition Congress for grandfather clause so they will be given the funding they were promised. 
· Chair Carr: Have you had a conversation with Veteran’s department on Campus?
· Senator Pool: There will be a meeting in the next few weeks.
· Chair Carr: Are there any movements on other campuses?
· Senator Pool: Not that we know of
· Senator Dow: Do you know any campuses that give yellow ribbon funding?
· Senator Pool: Not off the top of my head, but I can get it to you.
· Chief of Staff Mace: Alums might be interested in starting scholarships
XI.
Announcements

Senator Ishmael: ABS will be hosting Voter Registration Drive in Hughes Trigg Tomorrwo 11-3PM

Febuary 10th 5-6PM  Leadership presented by ABS NESBA

Senator Essig: Journey to Peace is really cool, eyewitness account of Burmingham Burning

Senator Trespalacios: Mandatory Meeting Dates

Speaker Gaasbeck: Rugby Game, Friday, 7PM

Apply for SMU Oxford Program

Chair Carr: PULSE Bible Study 7PM Hughes-Trigg Commons

Senator Blue: University Worship 10AM Perkins Chapel
XII. 
Adjournment 5:50
