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Order of Business for SMU Student Senate
April 19, 2011


The last meeting of the year!!



I. Call to Order  3:33 pm
II. Moment of Silence

III. Roll Call

	Name
	

	Abiye, Aden
	A

	Aceval, Yasmin
	A

	Aguirre, Alejandra
	

	Amos, Justin
	A

	Badarak, William
	

	Belden, Ted
	

	Blue, Soniyyah
	 

	Boulos, Michael
	A

	Carr, Jasmine
	A

	Dao, Ann
	A

	Davidson, Wes
	

	Dawson, Jack
	

	Deo, Parminder
	

	DeSantiago, Pablo
	

	Dow, Alexa
	

	Ehmke, Alex
	

	Essig, Catherine
	

	Farzal, Zaenab
	A

	Fox, Rachel
	

	Genco, Christian
	

	Harris, John 
	

	Hoffman, Tiffany
	

	Ibad, Hiba
	E

	Ishmael, Jonathan
	

	Joiner, Jamison
	

	Ladner, Katherine
	

	Leung, Janet
	

	Luna, Harvey
	

	Mackingtee, Bethany
	

	Malhi, Jaywin
	

	Mansfield, Sam
	

	Martinez, Angela
	

	Maturino, Christina
	

	Miller, Elizabeth
	

	Morgan, Alex
	

	O'Neil, Katie
	

	Pfluger, Brandon
	A

	Pool, Martha Ann
	

	Pyun, Jieun
	

	Ray, Shana
	

	Rogers, Scott
	

	Sabandal, Eric
	

	Schmidt, Christoph
	

	Sharp, Jason
	

	Trespalacios, Ramon
	

	 
	

	Exec
	 

	Torres, Jake
	

	Prentice, Austin
	

	Perkins, Katie
	E

	Mace, Alex
	

	Gaasbeck, Joe
	

	Esau, Joseph
	


IV. Approval of Minutes

Jake Torres motioned to view only items in Tahoma font as official business (joke)

Senator Trespalacios seconded the motion

Motion passed

V. Speaker’s Podium

Motion to extend first speaker’s time indefinitely

Motion passed

Dr. Lori White/Arlene Manthey

· Came to present a certificate to Student Senate for establishing scholarship endowment (Mustang Leaders scholarship endowment)

· The endowment includes $55,000 from anonymous donor and $48,000 from student senate

· The Mustang Leaders scholarship is a one-time $6,500 scholarship that rewards student leaders by providing financial assistance so that they can focus on giving their time to the SMU community and continue to stay here at SMU as students 

· Senate gave the additional funds so that the scholarship would be available to students sooner (endowments usually take 4-5 years to get established)

· This scholarship is already up and going, and 7 students have already received the award

· $45,000 has already been awarded

· Commends Student Senate on its visionary leadership shown by choosing to reinstate the endowment committee

· Thanks to Deborah Mitchell, another scholarship will be here in 2013

· President Turner sends a congratulatory letter

· Dr. White also says thanks for the nomination for administrator of the year

Harvey Luna

· Thanks to those senators who supported the LGBT legislation last week

· Wants no hard feelings

· Hopes to work with those who voted no to help overcome their reasons for doing so

· Will be free over the summer if anyone wants to discuss these issues

· Friday was the National Day of Silence for the LGBT community

· Some SMU students were not sympathetic to the cause, and made several derogatory comments such as “Haha, you can’t even talk”

· Feels that discrimination was displayed during the tabling event on Friday

· Proposed solution: senators need to have more email conversations with their constituents

· Having regular conversations with friends will help

· LGBT community goes through a lot

· It’s been a great year, looking forward to this fall

Janet Lueng/Finance Committee Members

· The finance committee has been awesome this year, very proud of their efforts

· Committee members clock more than two hours every week, not including time spent going to organizations’ meetings

· Everyone used to be silent, but they are very talkative now

· The committee can stand on its own now, makes unbiased decisions,  and thoroughly knows what it is doing

· Members support each other, even when they don’t unanimously agree with a decision

· Absolutely loved her term this year—the committee made her chair position great

· Special thanks to: James Noel, Jaywin Malhi, Christoph Schmidt, Harvey Luna, Alex Ehmke, Rachel Fox, Sam Mansfield, Catherine Essig, Yasmin Aceval,  and Ariel (the comptroller)

· Advisor Jones gets special award, citrus tea, and A Streetcar Named Desire—and beams with delight

Alex Ehmke

· Dallas Mayoral debate tonight at 7:00 pm

· City council is coming

· Great place to network/interact with government

Ankita Krishnan

· President of VSA

· Senate gave extra funding for event that will take place—thank you!

· The event includes spring roll making, free Pinkberrry, etc.

· First time ever that this event will be held

· In the Hughes-Trigg Ballroom from 6-8 pm tonight

· SMU will be teaming up with UTD VSA

Zac Friske

· MEMS legislation that promotes a student-run EMT service

· The plan is that this will be a partnership between administration and student body

· The organization is seeking to become a department rather than a student organization

· They are not seeking funding, just Senate support

· The SMU Centennial Strategic Plan asks students to do something significant that benefits the community at large—this is one response to that request

· Goals include:

1) Maintain safe and healthy campus environment

2) Provide forum of exceptional leadership experience

3) Develop service to such a degree that it becomes a model for the

university at large

Senator Harris motions to extend speaker’s time by 5 minutes 

Parliamentarian Esau seconds the motion

Motion passes

· SMU is experiencing exponential growth of visitors on campus (especially children and the elderly)

· Results of a survey of student body demonstrate that only 23% of SMU students are  satisfied with the Memorial Health Center (MHC) hours (9 to 5, Monday-Friday)

· Over 50% of the student body that MEMS polled is unhappy with MHC hours

· 43% of students surveyed have avoided going to the MHC because of cost

· MEMS would be free of charge, and would be available at all hours

· SMU students are also afraid to call 911 in incidents involving intoxication because of the potential consequences

· Under the current system, a police officer comes to the scene first—he/she has to report whatever he/she sees

· Students will be more open to seeking medical help in such emergencies if it is provided by fellow students

· 90% of students polled support this idea

· There are 230 campus student-run EMS organizations nation-wide

· Baylor, A&M, UT, Rice, etc. all have student-run EMS organizations

· Malpractice suits/liability are not an issue because of the TX Good Samaritan Act/The school is also protected from lawsuits with its liability coverage

· Benefits to the program: highly motivated students providing enhanced healthcare to students faculty and visitors, increased safety, less costs, unique healthcare knowledge, faster response time, more comprehensive upkeep of university’s AED system, etc.

· Zac will be present as a technical advisor during the debate over the legislation later today

· Q & A

· Vice-President Prentice: will this be the first response team to all medical emergencies?

· Answer: Yes, because this will cut down response time; also, a lot of the calls would be related to alcohol overdosings

· Senator Trespalacios: did you poll students to get an idea of how many students are actually committed to the program? 

· Answer: currently have 10 willing to get training, 3 already trained, 10 training elsewhere; hope to have approximately 30 EMTs, with the end goal of about 45; recruitment goes up when the service is already in place, and there are already a substantial number of seriously interested students

· Parliamentarian Esau: would these EMTs have the same level of training as paid paramedics (i.e. professionals)?

· Answer: yes, all EMTs must pass a national certification test, which means that they would have the exact same experience and certification as professionals

· Senator/Chair Pool: you claim that you will work side-by-side with the SMU police department, but you also say that MEMS would be the only responders in most cases of alcohol intoxication; how do you reconcile those two claims?

· Answer: The program will be gradually phasing into a certain level of trust with the SMU police department, along with eventual 24/7 service; they hope to eventually work up to a degree of trust that the SMU Police Department will only respond when it is requested

· Senator Luna: will MEMS EMTs be required to have ALLIES training?

· Answer: when treating emergency medical needs (i.e. in a life-or-death situation), one cannot afford to discriminate based on gender, race, etc.; in order to move up in rank, EMTs are already required to take cultural awareness training, so there is a form of ALLIES training already in place; EMTs are encouraged to take ALLIES training

· Senator DeSantiago: how is training funded?

· Answer: currently, every student pays for his/her own training; the university funds uniforms and medical equipment

VI. Officer Reports

President Torres

· Senate Scholar Chosen
· Verbal agreements are still being negotiated/paperwork still in progress
· Scholar is very qualified (3.9 High School GPA in IB curriculum)
· Wanted to come to SMU, but did not have enough financial aid without the scholarship
· Thank you for being such a wonderful chamber
· Congratulations to Chair Mackingtee and Senator Schmidt for being selected as student representatives to the Board of Trustees
Vice President Prentice

· Thank you, Jake
Secretary Perkins (as read by Secretary-elect Pool)

· Senator of the Year—Joseph Esau
Speaker Gaasbeck

· Grateful for a wonderful year in Senate

Parliamentarian Esau
· Thank You
· If you really work at it, anything can happen
· The mission of Student Senate is listed in the Preamble of the Constitution—voice student concerns and address campus issues
· Looking forward to next year
Chief of Staff Mace

· It’s been a great year
· Thank you to all the new senators
· Really looking forward to next year
· Take the time this summer to write legislation
· Hit the ground running
· MEMS is a great program—please seriously consider supporting it
Executive Director Jones

· Echos what has already been said
· Than you for your dedication this year
· Looking forward to next year—continue to build on the foundation that has been laid
VII. Committee Reports

Organizations 
· New Business – N/A

· Old Business

· Charter:

· Religious Studies Club 9-0-0

· Probationary:

· Big Brothers and Big Sisters on Campus 9-0-0

· Golf Club 8-0-1

Senator Trespalacios motioned to receive committee’s recommendation in block

Motion seconded

Motion Passed

Parliamentarian Esau motioned to approve committee’s recommendation in block

Motion seconded

Motion passed

Student Concerns
· N/A

Membership 
· N/A

Scholarship 

· N/A
Communications 

· N/A

Diversity
· N/A

Finance 
· New Business –N/A

· Old Business


· VOI - $850.00/$850.00. Vote: 10-0-0

· Ballroom Dance Club - $760.00/$760.00. Vote: 12-0-0

· Women's Lacrosse - $6,412.00/$6,850.00. Vote: 7-0-0

· SFA/Film and Media Arts - $0.00/$14,591? Vote: 7-0-0

Correction: Chad Cohen, Genesis Reed, Zane Cavender, and others from Finance Committee were not here today—many thanks to them as well for their diligent efforts this year

Fall semester funding is approximately $154,461.90 

Budget Balance (not including the Senate fund and various miscellaneous accounts)

Organizations are Spring-heavy

Senator Trespalacios: motion to receive committee’s recommendation in block 

Motion seconded

Motion passed

Senator Trespalacios: motion to approve committee’s recommendation in block

Motion seconded

Motion passed

VIII. New Business – N/A
IX.      Old Business

· S-11-04-20 – MustangShare (authored by DeSantiago and Esau)

· Promotes use of Mustang Share by Student Senate for means of communicating with the student body

· Mix between Blackboard and Wikipedia

· Should be in place in SMU server system by September 2011

· Senate should be on the leading edge of this

· This will be followed by further legislation in the fall in the push to implement

· This will help to better hold senators accountable

Chief of Staff Mace: motion to move into debate

Motion seconded

Move into debate

· DeSantiago: there will be a gradual phase-out between current system and MustangShare

· This will bring Senate to the next level and make it easier to reach out to constituents

Motion to call the question and end debate

Motion seconded

Motion passed

Motion to pass S-11-04-20

Motion passed unanimously

· S-11-04-21 – Pollock Gallery (authored by Esau, Ray, and Harris)

· There are student concerns that the Pollock Gallery is not accessible to either artists or students

· The entire point of having activities is to better student life

· The gallery currently displays mostly professional exhibits

· Gallery provides service to greater Dallas, but its location is questionable

· This needs to be a discussion that the student body needs to take up

Chief of Staff Mace motions to move into debate

Motion seconded

Motion passed

· This will help students to express themselves through another way

· Senator Trespalacios [trips while standing up to debate]: this is a good idea

· Senator Genco: do you know the financial implications? (answer: official status is unknown)

· This will still encourage the gallery to show more student art, even if it is not moved

· Chief of Staff Mace: this is just starting a dialogue, there is a lot missing from this legislation, still much work to be done on this issue next semester

President Torres motions to call the question and end debate

Motion seconded

Motion passed

Motion to pass S-11-04-21 

Resolution passed
· S-11-04-22 – Mustang EMS (authored by Malhi, Ladner, Deo, and Esau)

· It is vitally important to have access to emergency medical services, especially in a densely populated area

Chief of Staff Mace motions to move into debate

Motion seconded

Motion passes

· Great opportunity for students of all majors to help – very versatile way to get involved

· Senator Morgan: SMU does not have a medical school; some students are reluctant to come here because of not enough real-world experience; this will help

· Chief of Staff Mace: echo Morgan’s remarks, this provides great training/experience; it is a great plan, we are just adding legitimacy and endorsement

· Senator Mansfield: is there a clause that allows students to consent/not consent to receive treatment from MEMS? (answer: this is just a supporting bill, not actual logistics)

· Will the staff be trained/informed as to the risk of losing a life (answer: yes, they will be trained on that )

Senator Sharp motions to call the question and end debate

Motion seconded

Motion passed

Motion to pass S-11-04-22

Resolution passed

X.       Senatorial Forum
XI.
Announcements

Moody announcement tomorrow at 11:00 am

Southern Gentlemen concert on Monday, May 3 at Engineering School amphitheater @ 8:00 pm

XI. Adjournment 4:52 pm
