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Order of Business for SMU Student Senate





October 6th, 2009

I. Call to Order

II. Moment of Silence

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Minutes

V. Speaker’s Podium

· Katie Perkins:  I went to a SACS meeting to work on the schools accreditation.  A big part of that is the QEP.  This is a great way for us to get things we want.  I encourage all of you to make a suggestion online.  If you have any ideas do so.  Also, I did mustangs who care and it was fun!  You should do it too.  
· Tom Elliott (LGBT):  I come before you mindful of an unheard voice in this chamber.  As a gay student at SMU, I believe only an LBGT student can represent us.  Article two of the constitution supports this.  I urge the student senate to make a sexual orientation senator.  I want to ensure that homophobia does not exist.  I believe a joint resolution will show our campus the high demand for LBGT representation.  Please contact me if you are interested in helping.
· DC:  How do you propose the registrar give information about GLBT to Senate?
· I realize that this information is not the same as other statistics.  A way to 
avoid asking these questions is going to LGBT groups.
· Kobler:  You said students who identify with the community are fearful on 
this campus.  Could you elaborate?
· Sure, let me tell a story.  In high school, a gay male tried out for cheerleading.  The auditions were in front of the entire student body.  When he tried out he was booed out of the gym.  It was solely because he was gay.  The sad thing is several weeks later he committed suicide.  All I know is that it made a significant imprint on my mind, and stunted my growth as an individual.  What this has to do with our campus, since we are ranked 14 for most homophobic, is that many people feel these fears.  
· David DeLaFuente:  College Democrats requested funding for a conference and we ask that you suspend the rules for our finance request.  Since senate is not meeting next week, we ask that we get approved early so we can SAMSA for the bus.
· Kobler:  When do you need money for the hotel?
· As soon as possible.  I have talked to the texas College Democrats and there 
is a hotel for around 80 a night.
· Nocola Muchnikoff:I am speaking today because we requested funding for our tournament.  In order to attend the competition we need senate funding.  We have been looking at many outside sources for funding.  We have gone to many different schools in the Univeristy. Currently, because of the economy the funding isn’t there.  The committee that the students will partake in wil include students from top schools.  If you have any questions please as.  UN is where students represent a country in a committee and discuss issues.  

· Bullock:  how much do students contribute?

· 300 per student and 

· titus:  how many students are going

· 10 students per team and we have two teams.  

· Will you inform senate about the GPA requirement?

· We have a GPA requirement of 3.0 but our lowest is 3.4 then 3.7 and up.  This is academic preparation.  Students are preparing on their own time for this.
VI. Officer Reports

President Kobler

· Hughes-Trigg Governing Board
· Mustangs Who Care:  go to smu.edu and click on mustangs who care.  Put that on your facebook.  The last thing we want is death on our campus.  I know that happened three times my freshman year
· Mid-Semester Examination:  I would love to see action on those ideas that we all have.  I know a lot of things have gotten controversial.  I just want to say, keep your personal beliefs to the side.  You need to listen to all people’s opinions.  Don’t lead by an image.  Do not vote based on fear.  Then we will be the best student senate we can be.
· Student Senate Homecoming Float?  We have the opportunity to submit a float.  I am not forcing you to do this.  If anyone is interested, email me.  We deserve to be in that Homecoming Parade.
· Swear ins
Vice President Reyes

· Tips Training: We can do this on Wed, Oct. 28 at 6PM.  For those of you would like to attend.  

· Reaching out:  I just want to make sure that you are reaching out to individual schools or communities.  But do not let that limit you.  

· DC:  Where will the first year senator meet and great be?

· This wed in front of Umphry Lee

Secretary Goldschmidt

· Chairs:  E-mail committee absences to pgoldschmi@smu.edu 
Speaker Al-Barghuthi

· No Report
Parliamentarian Schur

· No Report
Chief of Staff Ehmke

· R & R Committee:  I just wanted to make it known that if you participate it will replace your responsibilities for your other committee.  Just send me an email if you decide.  They are meeting at 4PM on Mondays.
Executive Director Jones

· No Report

VII. Committee Reports

Organizations – Chair Perkins
· Correction:  University Libertarians

· New Business

· No New Business

· Old Business Approved unanimously 

· Temporary Status

· Mustang Mavericks (9-0-0)

Student Concerns- Chair

· No Report

Membership – Chair Benage

· Promote empty Education Senator Seats

· New Business

· No New Business

· Old Business

· Positive Recommendation approved unanimously
· Vanessa Tapia, Dedman II Senator (4-0-0)

Scholarship – Chair Brown

· Scholarship Applications due by 5 p.m. Friday, October 9 in the Senate Office:  they are still available on the senate website.  If any of you would like to participate with interviews we would be more than happy to have you.

· Review of submitted applications will begin Wednesday, October 14

· Essaw:  Have you done any other advertising?

· Gibson:  I submitted something to the Daily Campus so it should be in there.

Communications - Chair Gibson

· Senate Tailgate Tent—which weekend?:  Homecoming vs. Family weekend.

· Senators contact organizations:  you will be getting an email from me tomorrow.  If you do not, give me an email at cegibson@smu.edu

Move into debate

· Kobler:  I think we should have it family weekend because homecoming weekend there will be other tents and obligations

· Ehmke:  I agree.  And people will be more likely to look around on family weekend.

· Familly Weekend wins (46-1-0)

Finance - Chair Espinosa

· New Business: suspend rules on IRC and CD to see as old

· International Relations Council - Model UN - $5,025.00

· Bullock:  should we suspend the rules for this?

· Yes.  It is a worth while organization

· SMU Wakeboarding - $0.00

· Kearney:  is this the same request as submitted before:

· yes

· College Democrats - $350.00

· Old Business: approved unanimously  

· PC NACA Convention - $300.00

· Union Name Tags - $130.00

· Sharp Show - $1,100.00

· SPARC - Alternative Spring Break - $3,132.00
VII.
New Business

· F-09-10-04 A RESOLUTION ADDING A STUDENT’S WITH SPECIAL NEEDS SENATOR TO THE STUDENT SENATE
· Kobler:  we all really know the questions and arguments about this.  I feel we are not really representing them.  Our job is to represent students not to make federal laws.  Several students in the special needs communities were sad that this did not go through.  We can affect change.
· F-09-10-05 A RESOLUTION ADDING A TRANSFER STUDENT SENATOR TO THE STUDENT SENATE
· Kobler:  I know this one was more of a debate.  I still have a passion for this so I am standing up here to reintroduce it.  I hear a lot of information put up earlier was false.  I know once again that it was more debatable.  
· Bullock:  how do we suggest we go about learning what is false information?

· In this case, they would like to clarify certain things that were said.  Some students that came in were not actually transfer students.

IX.
Old Business

· No Old Business

X. Senatorial Forum

· Matt Neman (Substance Abuse and Fraternities)

· Neman:  I am writing two bills.  The first is to get all of the greeks in the Mustangs who Care Program.  The second bill is to separate the fraternity houses from the dorm units.  Right now, the police can walk through the hosue whenever they want.  The fraternity house should be more like a house.  We want to make it more private.  In the leasing agreement, it says they can only enter at a reasonable 4AM is not a reasonable hour.  

· Cochran:  What would be a reasonable cause?

· it is mainly for privacy but we feel 8pm on weekdays and maybe 12AM on weekends

· DC:  Why are sororities not being considered?

· The property is owned by SMU in sororities but the house is not.

· DC:  So does this apply to the first or both of the legislation?

· That is why I am asking to see if we should include sororities.

· Kobler:  Police can only enter rooms if approved by the Dean.

· However there is nothing about the common rooms

· Kobler:  (Reads article 2 in the code of conduct)

· Huggins:  Would you add sororities to mustangs who care?

· Yes I would.

· Benage:  Would you include something that makes all those going through recruitment go through Mustangs Who Care?

· Yes I would.  My idea was to have people living in the houses to have this.  If you have every active do it it will feel like a burden.  The goal of the program is to have people looking out for each other.

· Ervin:  For graduates, do not include that.  

· F-09-10-06 A RESOLUTION RESTRUCTURING STUDENT SENATE INTERNAL ORGANIZATION AND ELECTION PROCEDURES
XI.
Announcements

XII. 
Adjournment
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