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Order of Business for SMU Student Senate





September 15th, 2009

I. Call to Order

II. Moment of Silence

III. Roll Call

	Legislation Role Call Vote
	Position
	Name 
	P/A/E

	Aye
	Student Body President
	P Kobler  
	M

	Aye
	Student Body Vice President
	A Reyes
	L

	Nay
	Student Body Secretary
	P Goldschmidt
	

	
	Student Senate Speaker
	A Al-Burghuthi
	M

	Nay
	Student Senate Chief of Staff
	A Ehmke
	M

	Nay
	Student Senate Parliamentarian
	L Schur
	S

	Nay
	First Year Senator 
	J Bryant
	L

	Nay
	First Year Senator 
	R Esaw
	Xs

	Nay
	First Year Senator 
	A Mace
	M

	Nay
	First Year Senator 
	W badarak
	S

	Nay
	First Year Senator 
	D Archer
	M

	Aye
	Dedman I Senator
	D Hubbard
	Xl

	Nay
	Dedman I Senator
	C Kearney
	S

	Aye
	Dedman I Senator
	M Neman
	L

	Nay
	Dedman I Senator
	P Sherrill
	L

	Nay
	Dedman I Senator
	M Sizemore
	L

	Nay
	Dedman I Senator
	K Spano
	M

	Aye
	Dedman II Senator
	L Cochran
	S

	
	Dedman II Senator
	
	

	Nay
	Dedman II Senator
	R Keister
	M

	Aye
	Dedman II Senator
	S Sloan
	L

	Nay
	Cox Senator
	A Poynter
	M

	Nay
	Cox Senator
	M Altman
	M

	Nay
	Cox Senator
	M Bullock
	M

	Nay
	Cox Senator
	S Huggins
	M

	
	Cox Senator
	D Titus
	

	ABSENT
	Cox Senator
	A Linn
	L

	Nay
	Meadows Senator
	S Todd
	L

	
	Meadows Senator
	
	

	
	Meadows Senator
	
	

	
	Meadows Senator
	
	

	Aye
	Engineering Senator
	A Engel
	S

	Preset
	Engineering Senator
	J Esau
	XXL

	Aye
	Engineering Senator
	W McCormack
	L;

	ABSENT
	Law Senator
	R McAngus
	L

	Nay
	Law Senator
	J Sansone
	M

	Aye
	Law Senator
	L Wright
	Xs

	Aye 
	Perkins Senator
	Blue
	

	Aye
	Perkins Senator
	Elpert
	

	
	Education Senator
	
	

	Nay
	Education Senator
	J Torres
	L

	Aye
	African-American Senator
	B Mackingtee
	S

	Nay
	Asian-American Senator
	P Thota
	L

	Aye
	Hispanic-American Senator
	C Sandoval
	S

	Aye
	International Senator
	A Cabane
	M

	
	Communications Committee Chair
	C Gibson
	L

	
	Finance Committee Chair
	J Espinosa
	L

	
	Membership Committee Chair
	J Benage
	M

	
	Scholarship Committee
	R Brown
	M

	
	Organizations Committee Chair
	K Perkins
	s

	
	Student Concerns Chair
	C Pabody
	ABSENT


IV. Approval of Minutes

V. Speaker’s Podium

· Rebecca Marin (Director of Services for Students with Disabilities):  Nationally 6-11% of students have disabilities.  At SMU, it is about 4%.  My office helps students acclimate academically.  My hope is that having a new new student senator to address these concerns and misinformation would help students with special needs.
· Kobler:  Would you think

· I see discomfort coming forward.  Which I think comes from seeing other students who don’t have disabilities.  The accomidations that we provide give students a fair chance to compete.  I would like the community to be more welcoming

· Kobler:  Can you recall the last time student senate reached out to your offce?

· I remember speaking here two years ago.  There used to be a representative for students with disabilities.  That was probably about ten years ago.  
· Myedu.com: I want to thank you all for having us here today.  We are here to discuss a partnership with SMU.  We went live with SMU in 2002.  Shortly after we partnered with Cox school of business in 2004.  The new tools we are providing is that we have degree plans.  You can go in and take a look at your degree plan, prereqs.  Ect.  You can compare degrees and see which courses overlap.  We have great education management tools.  You can even look at student reviews, which will help you decide what classes you want to take.  We now have over 60 employees from our original 6 with PickaProf.  Our network is there to connect with everyone involved with your education.  With myedu.com you can set privacy so that people can’t see your grades, but can see your reviews.  As far as scalability goes, we work with you to add new applications to approve the site.  There is the data collection side as well as the marketing side.  SO exactly what can myedu do for students as SMU?  With the tools you can balance your work load, and one thing we really want to do is get great distribution data directly from the department or in any way we can.  In the past professors have been weary to pass out their grades.  We can work with Patrick to get course syllabi.  The whole goal is to give back.  If you have any questions at all please feel free to ask us.  We would like to work with you guys to make myedu more widely used.  
· Goldschmidt:  Would end of the semester ratings be posted?
· Yes abosultely.  We would work with registrar to get that information uploaded.
· Kobler:  Are you aware if there are any other private institutions are using this?
· No, SMU would be the first to use this program which would be a big deal, and a great sourse of PR for the school.
· Brad Mitchell:  I was invovlved at my past university.  When I first heard about the transfer student seat, I thought it was great.  Now, I feel it is uneccisary.  I could approach a first year senator.  They have been here just as long as I have.  I am already represented here.  Why do I need another representative.

· Kobler:  When the first year senators where running.  Did any of them approach you with topics in mind?

· Yes

· Where they specific to transfer issue

· Daily Campus:  Did any of then ask you to be here?

· Jack Benage and Alex Ehmke

· Point of information:  A student with less than 30 hours of SMU acedemic credit is allowed to vote for first year senators.

· Jessica Huseman:  I am here to speak about transfer student seats.  While I think representing transfer students is important, I do not think it is fair.  If someone was a transfer student with ADD and was in the business school, they would be highly over represented.  I feel like this bill is marvoulously intentioned, I feel like it would fail to reach its goal.

· Bullock: Have you sought any activities at SMU?

· Daily campus opinion editor, Debate team…

· Daily Campus:  Where you asked to be here by anyone?

· Jack Benage and Alex Ehmke

· Kobler:  Are you aware that we have special interest seats

· Schur:  You said that you resently applied for a seat on senate? Which seat?

· Meadows

· Torres:  Do you feel that if we added this seat, do you feel like it would help other transfer students?

· I feel like if a transfer student wanted to get involve they could.  It would not outweigh the harm of over-representation.  

· Cochrin:  Do you feel like there are other transfer students who haven’t been able to find their place?

· Yes, but their reps in their respective schools can do this

· Cochrin:  What about transfers who have no major?

· There are senators here that are already represented.

· Sansone:  how far do you think we should go?

· Umm… I am arguing that we SHOULDN’T be over represented.

· Benage:  Do you think we could be taking this overboard?

· Definitely, we were separated so much.  We have had dinners, commonreadings, AARO.

· Ashley Stone: There are three main points id like to make 

· It is important to note that SMU does a great deal to promote leadership opportunities for first-year students.  There are no specific opportunities for transfer students.

· It is important to understand that students have specific and unique needs.  With 980 transfer students here on campus, they are a larger group than many schools represented

· The transfer population at SMU is a growing population and their enthusiasm is growing too.  At mustang coral, transfers made a presentation to help all new students.  They want to be involved and help the university as a whole.

· Bullock:  Are you aware that in the last four years, we have had as many as one to five student senators per year which is higher than their average

· Olivia Smith, Student Art Association:  I am here to ask that you suspend rules so that we can receive a visiting artist.  He is traveling from out of town, and this is one of our biggest events.

· Bullock:  how many years has your organization been putting on this event

· Torres:  When and where is this event?

· Meadows Museum Sept 24

· Sansone:  Why this did not go through earlier?

· The person before me tried to get it in earlier but it was a holiday so the request 

did not go through

· Delta Sigma Theta has had many trouble events recently.  Many students have had to drop out because they have not been able to pay off their outstanding balance.  In spring semester Jamal Stevens was forced to resign as well as many others because they did not have enough money to finish the semester.  While we do appreciate the financial aid we receive, it is not enough.  

· 1. Please provide us with financial aid officers

· 2. Please provide more financial aid

· 3. Be more communicative about student senate scholarships

· 4.SMU meritbased scholarships increase when tuition increases

· Bullock:  Are you aware that SMU student senate does not work with financial     aid?  And students are allowed to reapply

· I was not aware of that.  She was told she could not reapply

· Brown:  Do you know if the previous applicant had already won a scholarship?

· She had not.

· David Morrison (One28):  Senate did not meet on labor day weekend, so while our request was approved, we ask that we be voted as old business to hold our event.  We have 55 students, but we are not a chartered organization.

· HipHop Dance Club:  I am co-president for hiphop dance club.  You will be voting for our chartered status this afternoon.  This is a way for people who love to dance to dance.  We have 30 brand new members who are registered and our first meeting we had 26 members attend.  We have other We have our events are at Dedman fitness center on Thurdays at 3:30PM.

· Creighton Holly:  I am speaking on behalf of transfer students in support of the new seat.  I feel like it would not be unequal representation.  A first year transfer or senator would not be able to help me with my problems.  I know there may be other transfers who are senators but they may not be able to help me with my problems.  The main objective of this organization is to intagrate us into this organization.  One thing I know though involvment is that we want to be involved.  

· Bullock:  How many credit hours?  What is your intended major?

· I do not have about 30 hours and I am CCPA

· Bullock:  did you have the opportunity to vote?

· Yes

· MCCormack:  Do you feel like this new seat will help transfers?

· Yes

· Kobler:  point at the senators that came with you, did they have anyone ask them to come?

· No, we came of our own free will.

VI. Officer Reports

President Kobler:  Thanks for everyone who came.

· Senator Esau - R and R Committee:  there were no complaints but we need a formal vote:  Motion passes unanimously 

· Calendar Committee:  We will now have a student on the calendar committee

· Investment Committee Update: we will be selecting a student soon.

· Inauguration of First Year Senators:  Well done!
· Inauguration of Perkins Senators: Congratulations
Vice President Reyes

· Contracts:  Please fill these out.

· One-on-Ones:  Email me your times.  You are good if I did not email you back.  If you have Thursday, I need to see you this Thursday.

· Mini retreat after today’s meeting

· Legislation Session:  Thursday, September 17

· TIPs training:  We will set it up as a group.

· Cochran: If you have already done it do you have to do it again?

· No

· Liaisons:  If you have a preference on what organization you would like to represent, please let me know.

· Todd:  All our schools have groups so I think it would be good if you got involved in a group that you could speak on behalf of your constituents

Secretary Goldschmidt

· Code of Conduct elections
Speaker Al-Barghuthi

· Senate Blog: Everyone, please use the blog as the most appropriate forum for debate. 
Parliamentarian 

· No Report
Chief of Staff Ehmke

· No Report
Executive Director Jones

· No Report

VII. Committee Reports

Organizations – Chair Perkins
· Propose a change to organization’s code due to segregation of school 

· All recommendations approved

· New Business

· Probationary Status

· Phi Alpha Delta (6-0-0)

· Saudi Student Association (6-0-0)

· Temporary Status

· FCA (6-0-0)

· Old Business

· Probationary Status

· SMUtimate (Ultimate Frisbee) (2-0-0)

· Graduate Women’s Organization (2-0-0)

· Temporary Status

· Hip Hop Dance Club (2-0-0)

Student Concerns- 

· No Report

Membership – Chair Benage
· Congratulations to First Year Senators

· Thank you for Aren Cambre: technology man during elections, we’re working on award

· Chairs have been e-mailed list of new general committee members

· Still open:  Education (two seats), Diversity Chair, Student Concerns Chair

· Interviewing Diversity and Student Concerns Chair this week

· Jack: Can we approve a committee with not enough members present? –Bullock replied with Point of Information from By-Laws

· New Business

· Positive Recommendation

· Lena Derisavifard, Enigeneering Senator (4-0-0)

· Old Business

· No Old Business

Scholarship – Chair Brown

· Scholarship Applications available Monday, September 21

Communications - Chair Gibson

· Meeting Wednesday, September 16th, at 6 p.m. outside of Senate Office
Finance - Chair Espinosa

· New Business: 6 new requests

· The Muddler - $250.00 (Oct/Nov issue)

· Interfaith Dialogue - $295.00 (Islamic speaker)

· Spectrum - $900.00 (Equality March & Washington, DC)

· Wakeboarding - $0.00 (additional boat rentals)

· ONE28 - $3,000.00 (permission to extend the rules, retreat this weekend, motion to move ONE28 into old business, motion abstained)

· Student Art Association - $300.00 (Moved into old business)

· ONE28 & Student Art Association motioned to be moved block, abstained 

· Old Business

· No Old Business
VII.
New Business

· No New Business

IX.
Old Business

· F-09-09-03 A RESOLUTION ADDING UNIQUE REPRESENTATIONAL SENATORS TO THE STUDENT SENATE
X.
Senatorial Forum


- Moved into debate, Kobler has first three minutes, want to address issue of over-representation, no transfer student election, do we not want to represent special interests seats? 

-Reyes point of info: in support of interest seats, but it should be up to the senators to decide, at night at the club, transfer kids asked if there was a seat and she directed them at Kobler, who responded by writing the legislation, 

-Bullock: do we realize that we would be double-representing? We’ve had 5 transfer seats, senator cochran as example

-Torres: 2 reasons why against legislation (too many seats, how do we reach out to everyone?)

-Cochran: POI transfer students are trying to get organization together to be more evident on campus

-Kobler: We are not voicing concern of Swine Flu victims right now, why are we not? Why are we being so lackluster? We need to be more interested in each select group of students, no 

-Sizemore: If kids want to be involved, they will be.

-Kobler: Whats to say we don’t represent them? Then what kind of message are we sending?

-Sizemore: Their representation will be through their school, such as everyone else.

-Kobler: When was the last time you personally reached out to either of these communities?

-Poynter: 970 Transfer students, how many of them have under 30 hours?

-Benage: POI: any individual that comes in with under 30 hours

-Poynter: Students are already being represented, lot of empty seats already

-Kobler: There are people here that want to be here, we have a waiting list for senators

-Badarack: Report of historical evidence in favor of legislation representing special interest seats

-Benage: I believe in representation for transfer students, just not in overrepresentation; why have we not been reaching out to students? Raise your hand if you have a personal project. (1/3 of senate raises hand) Now raise it if you would be willing to help out a transfer student if they needed one. (All raise)

-Kobler: Why have we not been reaching out to transfer students in the first place?

-Benage: Transfer students want to be involved, and they will be, they have come to me and asked if they could run, and they could, but they choose not to by choice, not because they don’t want to

-Kobler: They are not part of our dorm communities, greek…

-Benage: POI they do live in the dorms.

-Kobler: Why are they not  

Cochran:  I have les than 30 hours here and I didn’t vote for the first year seats.  I chose not to because I felt a disconnect there.  As a transfer and a dedman senator, I feel it is my job to tend to my school first.  If we have that seat, they could dedicate their time to helping those people.  

Cabane:  I support this idea, and I don’t think unequal representation is wrong.  Some students might need to be over represented.  I think this seat will be good for new transfer students.  For those just coming in, its good.  Maybe it is our job to reach out to them, but there is no way you will understand if you are not a transfer student.  

Thota:  I am conflicted.  I agree that special interest seats are needed, bu having them do not necessarily relate to us.  People asked me why isn’t there a Muslim senator, why not a Middle-Eastern Senator?   They fall under me but they want their own.

Ehmke:  This body’s ability to get students involved is not the reason for its exisitance.  It is an opportunity to help this community, the ablity to get involved is a symptom, not a purpose.  If we were able to say only schools represent what we believe in.  Where does this end?  As far as reaching out, I stress, that is not a unique problem for these communities.  When did you all reach out to anyone.  If we have a lazy senate in 5 years? What if we have a lazy transfer senator?  It’s the same thing.

Kobler:  Our special interest senators are related to communities that make sure they are involved.  Special interst senators are some of the most active within their communities.  Lets be honest, we can put up as much online as we want, but if there is nothing personal, it won’t do anything.  These senators would sit on committees.  Odds are that this is going to be a good thing.

Wright:  It seems that one of the seats is a lot more controversial than the other.  I suggest splitting the bill.  I think it would be a shame to lose both.

Kobler: what we would do at that point s to move to divide the bill

Kiester:  It really feels like we are under estimating the communities.  We assume that they will not get involved if we don’t help them.  Saying we might have a lazy senate is underestimating senate.

Kobler:  If that is the case, then we shouldn’t have first year senators.

Kobler:  I have realized that these two communities need more representation.  I am not doing this for myself, I am doing this to make students fairly represented.

Motion Fails 15-21-1 (Legislation does not pass)

XI.
Announcements

XII. 
Adjournment[image: image1.png]









