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Order of Business for SMU Student Senate





March 2nd, 2010

Call to Order

Moment of Silence

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes

Speaker’s Podium

· Mr. Jim Glassman-  As you can see, I can't hold a job!  Thank you so much for inviting me here.  My book will not be out until December instead of April!  The Bush Institute will be releasing a show that will be in 74% of the broadcast stations.  It is essentially a discussion of public policy issues.  I would like to introduce you to Oscar Morralis.  Oscar got fed up with the activities of the Fark, a violent extremest organization that held the entire nation of Columbia.  He started a Facebook group known as a million voices of the Fark. 10 million people went into the streets in different cities around the world.  When I became executive director, the first think I wanted to do was invite Oscar as a visiting fellow.  He arrived in Dallas on Saturday and he seems to be very impressed.  He will be helping the Institute plan a conference on global successes and challenges that bring together people who use different internet sources to communicate.  Freedom House will also be there.  I think this is a symbiotic relationship of all the things we are going to be able to do together.  



I would like to tell you a little about myself.  SMU donated the space for the library.  Roosevelt started the concept, but President Bush wanted something more.  The center will be completed in 2013.  It is a beautiful building of Bush's own style.  If you go to the LBJ library in Austin, it is kind of a grand structure.  Bush is a low key person.  There is a library, a museum, and an institute.  It is being designed as a LEED platinum project. This will be the absolute top of the environmental scale. It is unique because it is more than just a think tank.  I worked for the American Enterprise institute in Washington.  But here he wanted the action part along with the think part.  The institute will combine the two to make the ideas concrete.  Tomorrow at SMU we will have a research project to find out the best way better education leaders.  We will unveil our ideas tomorrow.  Students from Cox and Simmons will also be in the audience.  This will integrate our research into a curriculum for school leaders.  Jim Guthrie will be here to help with the effort.  He recently made Vanderbuilt the #1 education institute in the world according to US News and World Report.  In addition, March 19, there will be a conference on women's literacy and education in which the minister of women's affairs for Afghanistan will attend.  I could go on and on listing with the relationship we are building with SMU.  It has been such a great open relationship with SMU.

The Bush Institute will be nonpartisan, supporting the best intellectual endeavors.    Principles including freedom, responsibility are concentrated in four areas:  economic growth and global health, education, and freedom.  We are here for the long term.  I appreciate being here today, and it is great to see all of you.  

Carr:  You have talked about integrating thinking with action.  I wanted to know if there will be any independent research fellowships for students?

There is very little doubt that as we develop, we will be bringing in faculty and students, certainly at the graduate level.  There are other ways to involve students.

Carr:  Will you be including different students with different aspects?  Like engineering students for engineering and marketing students for marketing.

I do not know, but that is a great question that I can take back.

Mace:  What exactly do you see as your role here?

We are trying to develop programs in each of these four areas that we think will help everyone.  We really want to draw on SMU's resources.  We had this notion that we ought to do something about natural gas.  I turned immediately to the people here at the McGuire institute.  It is not easy to launch an institution like this without a building.  We work as much as we can in virtual space.  

Carr:  What is the institute doing to let students know about different programs coming to campus?

There will be streaming so that everyone can watch everything online.  We will also be having conferences that include students and faculty who have a particular interest in education.  In some cases we may be inviting lots of students.  We want to provide a resource that you can participate in.  If you see something that is coming up on our website, feel free to communicate with us.

Reyes:  We have been talking a lot about the inclusion of students.  Has there been any talk to hire work study students?

I think that really will happen and we will be drawing on students.  Right now we are still in the planning stages.  We are still pretty far away.  

· Brad Namdar- I would like to welcome miss Lee who is the director of heart house. Finance committee believes again that we should be funded $0.  They asked me how does this unite our community?  Our SMU volunteers make us look good by volunteering with the community.  The SMU newspaper, has put us on the front page.  There were other organizations that had been funded much more that claim to bring SMU to the world front that got a side column.  When our students support it.  Let's be the forefront of something bigger.  If you see it, then support it.  This is something that will happen every semester and every year.  Finance committee says they cannot fund give-aways. That is so trivial.  Guys, I've seen, I have been around it.  They said it was not benefiting SMU.  We are going to be able to start a mentoring group.  This idea could easily get funding from outside sources.  This goes against the idea to be by SMU. It is something to unite the school.  Our alum were disappointed by it.  This is our job.  This is not a club to help someone's resume or to go out and eat salsa.  If we can support this, then what do we have it for?

Brooks:  For those of us who don't know what the request is for?

Soccerballs, t-shirts, gear for the camp.

Brooks: Who will run the camp?  

I want as many students possible to coach the camp

Brown:  Did you find a group to go through?

PULSE and AXO.

Goldschmidt:  I was wondering if you could set up a time line?

We are going to do a football thing and we want to have two or three camps per semester.  What if this thing blows up bigger.

Anne:  We have a ton of equipment in the athletic department that you may be able to use.

There is a lot of legality issues behind it with NCAA.  

Perkins:  Have you considered fund-raising on campus?

We plan on doing something like that, but there is no way we are going to raise $2,500.  

Darisavifard:  You said you were going to have several camps, but where will you get the funding?

I have eyes on us from bigger corps that I will not disclose.  I can only hope that this will grow and that performance will dictate our future.  We will get there.

Kearney:  Do you intend to apply for chartered status?

I'd like to in the future, but not right now.  We will start a mentor program.

Prentice:  I know you already have 100 spots paid for.  Why can't you just start with that?  We have 5 schools, and I would have more volunteers than kids.  

Lee: in the 2.6 mile area there are 10,000 children who do not have the same advantages that you have.  This is the same kind of experience that would better the community just like the Bush Institute.  It is so hard to put on a program like this.

Brown:  Do you have any faculty or administration support?

All my professors.  I don't want this to be backed or pushed.  At the end of the day it is a completely student thing. I want it to be a combination of all students/

Brooks:  What is the connection between Vicory Meadow and Heart House?

I went and spoke with them about doing this, and they jumped on board.  They were so excited that they fronted fully to pay for 100 kids.  I cannot tell you guys how appreciative they are for what we are doing.

Brooke: Is the support you have received is contingent on Student Senate?

No, I would just be mad at Student Senate.  It would be my responsibility to support it.

Goldschmidt:  What mentoring aspects does this program have?

You can't really know.  We want to start a recreational mentoring program if it goes well.

Goldschmidt:  Do you work with SPARC?

SPARC has a program there currently.  This is very much an interwoven community and this outreach would allow you to make a difference now.  You are the social media experts.  Sports are a great leveler.  It is a tremendous way to help cultures understand each other.

Kobler:  Would you consider this as a recruitment program?  Do you think this will benefit the students who are paying these 1,000s of $?

I don't see benefits in a lot of things.  I don't thing Taiwan really benefits anything or salsa dancing.  It hurt my feelings when I saw the $0.

Cochran:  You mentioned how hard it is to start a program.  Do you think getting funds from student senate will ad to the legitimacy of your program?

If Student Senate jumps on board, it would help a lot.

· Anne Patterson- SMU Athletics will be putting on an event to get everyone involved.  The organization to bring the most people will win 60% of the proceeds.  

Officer Reports

President Kobler

· New Curriculum Update:  I will ask them to come by March 16, before they vote on it.  If you go online you can see it on the main page.

· Finances:  Over the last 3 years, financing has only increased by $200, but our student fees have not increased at all.  I do not know how much longer that will work because we only get $56 a person.  Be prepared to write letters.

· Inaugurations

· Archer:  Can you email out the hard facts that we can put into our letter?

· Fees have gone up but our portion has not. 

· Perkins:  Can you email us a list of people to contact?

Vice President Reyes

· Submitted Budget reports:  If you have any questions on what I submitted let me know. 

· Administration Meet and Greets:  We will do a redo

· One on One’s:  It is bad news if you did not show up

· New senators find me.

Secretary Goldschmidt

· Code of Conduct revisions

Speaker McCormack

· No Report

Parliamentarian Schur

· No Report

Chief of Staff Ehmke

· No Report

Executive Director Jones

· We have some questions about the new housing that we are about to propose.  

· Janielle Kaster:  I am part of the student outreach subcommittee.  The first thing I'd like to talk about is the residential commons system.  You would be required to live in the commons for two years with faculty.  Students are more likely to stay with the school if they lived in the residential commons.

· Ehmke:  Is Greek housing ok?

· Yes, it would count as a year of academic living.  There would be an academic faculty member assigned to each house.

· Cochran:  Would there be any apartments?

· All traditional.  

· Kearney:  The communities are going to be 2 years in the same communities, but the greek house would make them switch communities?

· Kearney:  If they are going to be living in the greek house but connected to their system, would they need a faculty adviser for the house?

· Yes, even though you would still be associated with common, you would have a faculty.

· Cochran:  Would there be any themes?

· We are looking into that because I know that this is really important for a lot of students.  Like I really enjoyed being in the fine arts dorm.

Committee Reports

Organizations – Chair Perkins:  approved

· New Business

· No New Business

·  Old Business

· Temporary Status:

· Badminton (extended for 8 wks) (7-0-1)

· AIESEC (8-0-0)

· University Libertarians (8-0-0) 

Student Concerns – Chair Mitchell

· Tentative Date and Flagpole Information:  Wednesday, March 23.  11-2:30PM

· Torres:  DO you have any concerns you are looking at right now?

· Not right now, if you have any ideas let me know.

Membership – Chair Essaw 

· General Election Application: Due friday!

· Review Election Code:  They changed some requirements for some of the positions.  If you are running for SBO, you had to have previously served as a senator or a chair.  IF you disagree on it, you need to overturn that today.

· Motion to strike 3.07:  APPROVED

· Esau:  This is inconsistent with all of our other documents.

· Ehmke:  I get the importance of having consistency within the documents, but it is important to be in the senate chamber for at least a day before they get elected so they at least know what is going on.

· Reyes:  I don't think its fair that committee members cannot run for positions.  There are plenty of people who are in senate that are not going to know anything anyway.  

· Chair Interviews:  We have interviewed for finance and communications.

· Old Business: APPROVED

· Philip Hayes - (3-0-0) 

· Alexa Dow - (3-0-0)    

· Andrew Evanich (3-0-0)  

Scholarship – Chair Brown

· Scholarship applications were due last Friday (received about 80 total applications)

· Application review is this week and finalists will be notified by Friday. 

Communications – Chair Gibson

· No Submission

Diversity – Chair Carr

· No Report

R & R – Senator Esau

· Committee Progress Report:  Legislation

· Torres:  The phrase that says at Southern Methodist University, do you have a number?

· Cain:  This affects a lot of students, even in this chamber.   I think this needs a necessary revision.  Many students have 30 hours upon entering SMU as a student

Finance – Chair Espinosa

· New Business:

· Mustang Mavericks: $500.00 (10-1-1)

· Hip Hop Dance Club: $50.00 (11-1-0)

· Habitat for Humanity: $850.00 (7-5-0)

· Human Rights Education Program: $0 (8-4-0)

· Violence & Abuse Conference: $0 (12-0-0)

· Old Business: APROVED

· Russian Club: $650.00 (10-4-0)

· Brad Namdar's Dream Big Camp: $1,500 (10-2-0)

· Motion to Amend to $1,500

· Esau:  Our duties don't stop with just the students.  We have a duty to help these kids in our backyard.

· Kobler:  How much do we have for the non-chartered organizations?

· $9000

· Cochran:  We should fund this.  I know these are hard times, but this organization needs money!

· Cain:  I think we should provide funding.  It is our duty.

· PC: $0 (13-1-0)

VIII.
New Business

· S-03-01-10 A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE STUDENT BODY BY-LAWS

· S-02-22-10 A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE STUDENT BODY CONSTITUTION

· Ehmke:  would you amend the legislation to revise this to the way it used to be

· Esau:  I am not comfortable with doing that at this point in time

      Senatorial Forum

XI.
Announcements

XII. 
Adjournment

