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Order of Business for SMU Student Senate





December 1st, 2009

I. Call to Order

II. Moment of Silence

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Minutes

V. Speaker’s Podium

· Dr. Lori White, Vice President of Student Affairs:  I am here to introduce Judge Terry Means.  He and his wife were student body presidents.  Each year they present a scholarship to the current president.  Many of you have also made contributions during the campaign to what you support.  
· Judge Means:  In 1979 when we were law students at SMU, we worked for the university in the development department.  At the end of the semester, we realized that we did not earn our money.  We took our check and gave it to Dr. Tate, and started the scholarship fund for the Student Body President.  We have made donations to the fund every year.  The student body president gives up a lot to be president.  When I was president, there were efforts to shut down the university, and there were Vietnam War protests.  Also, there was a full year class that was composed of faculty and student senate that studied student unions.  This lasted about 3 years. It is our pleasure to present President Kobler with this check.
· Dr. White:  I started in California, where I did graduate work at Stanford.  Prior to coming to SMU, I worked at USC.  Someone nominated me for Vice President at SMU. I was blown away by the passion that students have for their university.  I was excited to see the opportunities that I would have to work with SMU.  I have the responsibility for the residence halls for Dedman sports, student crisis management, everything that impacts your quality of life here.
· Dr.  Clyde.  I apologize, because I turned in a request for Leadershape and was not able to attend the finance committee meeting.  Leadershape is a fantastic program.  It costs us 750 a portion.  We ask students to pay 150 themselves, and we have scholarships.  We hope that student senate will also support us.  
· POI:  Is there a funding request for finance committee request submitted?
· Tom Elliot:  Yesterday at the Speakout event, I spoke of my own experience.  The basic point is that the way I came to be who I am, is through listening to people and their stories.  I realized the importance of standing up for people whose identities are being persecuted.  This whole process is about me standing up for people who need a voice on campus.  I am going to read Dr. Kabylka and Fr. Halperin’s letters.
· There are a number ways of structuring senate is to give significant minority populations a voice.  Some representations are silly, but this is not the case with the GLBT seat.  Establishment of this senator would be another way to establish diversity and, yes, learning.
· As director of the human rights program, I had many opportunities to work with GLBT students.  In the last several years, SMU has increased rights for faculty.  SMU students have often lead the way in human rights.  Under human rights norms, people have the right to diverse sexual orientations.  These students deserve and need the representation in student senate.  You would be honoring human rights by adding this seat with saying there is no lesser person.  
· Student reads for Dr. Doyle:  In my opinion this step is long overdue.  The GLBT group has been hidden in the shadows and has struggled to find equal treatment.  We must now move to the next step.  All see that this is an essential step for equal treatment.  Until our system has attained parity and people are blind to discrimination, we must make sure that all students are treated equally.  To retain status quo will resort in some students being represented while others will not. 
· Dr. Bozorth:  For more than 10 years, I have taught courses on LGBT rights and representation.  We simply need recognition that we exist.  Some students  took my class and enjoyed it.  Others chose not to because of the stigma on this campus.  One argument is that this could be a slippery slope.  This is not a fear, because only socially different groups need representation.  If SMU students want diversity, they cannot assume that it is so, they must make it that way.  SMU is not as welcoming as it should be.  These students have distinct needs.  It is a step toward a better student senate and a better university.
· Dr. Susan Harper:  I have been here for 12 years.  I came here as a masteres student.  I have been staff and faculty.  One role role I did not expect to play was that of the only bisexual on campus.  I came from UT where the two largest organizations were the LGBT organization and Campus Crusades were the two biggest on campus (the same guy was president of both).  This campus had chosen to give benefits to gay faculty. Fred Phelps came to speak against it and 1200 people came out to put their foot down against his speech.  I do education with masters students.  Studies show that LGBT students do not have one adult that they can confide in.  I have been that one person that they have trusted enough.  I am hear to say, My name is Susan, and I have something to tell you, please support this legislation.
· JD Cece Cox:  My father taught me during his success to always be humble.  I work for research center Dallas.  I am an attorney.  I have lived in Dallas for 25 years.  Almost every member of my family is tied to SMU in some way.  I never really got attached to SMU until my last couple of years there.  I go out into the business community and y community and tell them how proud I am of SMU to support these rights.  There is a disconnect between what is happening at SMU and how the students feel.  The business community looks to you to do the right thing.  As senators you are to represent all constituencies.  Over 1/3 of GLBT have been threatening over the last year.  50% of students hide their orientation.  The closure of the story, is my father who knows who I am and what I have been doing, made a toast to me on Thanksgiving saying, “I want to make a toast to you, Cece, for all the good things you have done.”
· Senator Esau:  I want to remind you to repsent your students and not yourself.  I think it is important to have a fair and open discussion of what is important.
· Brooks Oliver:  I support legislation for a LGBT senator, at this point I would like to yield my time to the rest of your constituents.aew
· Rick McPhee:  I am from Boston. Coming to SMU, I was scared on how my life would be.  I heard horror stories of how gays were treated.  I wanted to explore.  I am an American studies major.  I came to Texas and was surprised on how welcomed I was.  I felt like I had a family.  I need people to support me and tell me that I can do this.  It is difficult.  Living in dallas as a gay male is not easy.  Hopefully others have had just as good as experience as I had at SMU, regardless of their representation.
· Jennifer Fugate:  I am here to speak against the seat.  If we allow this seat, then how many more of people would want representation?  I feel like we would lose focus of the people we voted for.  I am native American.  I have been discriminated against.  Even if you do accept gay people and their rights, I do not think they need a seat.
· Phillip Hayes:  Id like to say that this seats treats us as groups instead of individuals.  George Washington rode into NY to become president.  They said God save GW.  They were there for one man.  They were curious if this democracy would work, or would GW make himself king.  He swore an oath to maintain the principle that all men are created equal.  That is why I have to oppose this piece of legislation.  This gives some students different rights than others.  If a ref called the entire first half of a game in the favor of one team, would it be fair if he called the entire second half in favor of the opposite team? We can start doing the right thing now.  We should start with making sure that everyone is treated either.
· Kobler: Are you aware that students get to vote on this as well, not just senate?
· The student senate is here to make decisions for the students.  If you feel that we do not need this then please do not vote for this.  We should not use the argument that the whole student body will have to vote to justify our decisions. 
· Kobler: To clarify, you would be opposed to having students vote for this seat? 
· I would be opposed to having senate to vote yes on this legislation simply because they are under the mentality that they should vote based on the fact that their decision is not the final say.
· Sherril: Do you believe that the constitution should be changed? Otherwise we would still have slaves.
· The constitution is not our ultimate goals are equality.  Rights of people is what we should be striving to do.  Special interest seats do nothing for representation.  To give one group of people more representation is not equal
· If they feel like they need to be represented they are free to come here like I have, they are free to run for seats themselves; they are free to question senators.  The best way to represent these people is not give people special seats because that segments people and makes the assumption that because you are in that group you share all the same values and characteristics of that group which is not true.
VI. Officer Reports

President Kobler

· Semester ahead
· Today’s Meeting
· Vacancies
Vice President Reyes

· No Report:  Tips is every Wed at 4:30 and Thurs 5:30

Secretary Goldschmidt

· No Report
Speaker Al-Barghuthi

· No Report
Parliamentarian Schur

· Review of Speaker’s Podium
· Voting
Chief of Staff Ehmke

· No Report
Executive Director Jones

· No Report

VII. Committee Reports

Organizations – Chair Perkins
· New Business

· No New Business

·  Old Business:  Approved in Block
· Probationary (9-0-1)
· Polo Team 

· Temporary (7-0-3)
· Ultimate Frisbee Team 

· Charter Review (10-0-0)
· Habitat for Humanity
· Religious Studies Group
· Campus Crusade for Christ
· Christian Science College Organization
· Bhakti Yoga Club
· Alpha Kappa Psi
· Tau Beta Pi
· Student Representatives to the Board of Trustees
· Political Science Symposium
· Markets/Culture
· Best Buddies
· Advertising Club
· IEEE
· Marketing Association
· Retail Club
Student Concerns – Chair Mitchell

· No Submission
Membership – Chair Benage 
· No Submission
Scholarship – Chair Brown

· No Submission
Communications – Chair Gibson

· No Submission

Diversity – Chair Carr
· Proposal to update Serc Point System:  This is a system of requirements to plan an event.  The organizations receive points to use for an event off campus.  My proposal is that there will be points given to organizations that collaborate to through a cultural event.  We are open to any additions and recommendations.  

· New Members

R & R – Senator Esau
· Update on Committee progress: We are dividing our process into two parts.  We will be cleaning up the documents to make them clearer.  Part 2 is when we will go into looking over by laws of committees and changes that need to be made.  We are here to represent students.  Talk to me I you want to sit on an RR committee or feel anything needs to be changed.  Thanks.
Finance – Chair Espinosa

· New Business:  Rules suspended and approved.

· AIESEC: $2,110.00 / $2,110.00

· Philosophy Club: $1,380.00 / $2,160.00

· Mustang Mavericks: $275.00 / $275.00

· NPHC: $2,610.00 / $2,922.00

· Hip Hop Dance Club: $25.00 / $373.00

· Students for a Better Society: $3,325.00 / $4,000.00

· Leadershape: $2500/$8700

· Old Business

· No Old Business

Mackingtee:  I have been to this and it is a great program

Gibson:  This is a lot more benefitial than some other organizations that have come through.  We should not fund 0

Linn:  They came last year.  I think think we should support that.  I make a friendly amendment for 2,500.

Carr:  I would like to yield the time to see if all of that is going for leadershape.  Yes.

Kobler:  Yeild to hear breakdown.  750 a student.  The program costs 35,000 total.  

Perkins:  This is for students.  She said it was her fault she did not get the request in on time.  I do not think we should punish the students for her tardiness.  This is for student leaders.  It would be shame if this program did not happen.

ADD 2,500 TO THE ADGENDA
VIII.
New Business
· No New Business

IX.
Old Business

· Passes Unanimously F-09-11-13 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE CONSTRUCTION AND IMPLEMENTATION  OF THE UPGRADED IRRIGATION SYSTEM ON THE MAIN QUAD
· Spano:  Lets make this campus better, one quad at a time.
· Fails 6-30-0 F-09-11-14 A RESOLUTION TO REVISE THE STUDENT SENATE BY-LAWS IN ORDER TO MAKE POSSIBLE THE OPTION OF SUBMITTING LEGISLATION WITHOUT ATTACHING THE NAME OF THE AUTHOR

· Ehmke:  Fundamental questions will be able to answer questions inbetween senate meetings.  Also, if there is a tie, instead of having the speaker vote, the piece would fail.  

· Bullock:  What about complaints?

· They could still be made 

· DEBATE

· Sherrill:  Aren’t you putting these people at a disadvantage

· Ehmke:  I would suggest that these people find a senator to write legislation instead of doing it anonymously.  However, this piece also is for senators who do not want to put their name down as it may make the piece more controversial.

· Esau:  I am against this because every student has the right to know what pieces are written and by whom. They all have the right to a transparent government.  We are losing credibility to pass legislation.

· Torres:  I think this piece is not necessary.  I feel a good piece of legislation will pass regardless of who its author is.

· Benage:  I want to urge senators to evaluate this not based on transparency.  Sure the student would not know who authored the piece, but they would know about the piece.  The student senate as a whole has the power to approve legislation.
· Passes F-09-11-15 A RESOLUTION MANDATING THE OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF STUDENT LIFE TO CREATE AN INTERNAL AFFAIRS BOARD 

· Kobler: You would want to cut the process before he was found guilty?

· Yes so that charges could be thrown out before he was found guilty.

· Esau: Was he arrested? 

· He never opened the door or spoke to any police officers, but yet he has been sanctioned

· Benage: In your research, did you find that situations like this happen often?

· Yes, the one on off the top of my head is when a police officer woke one student up, and made him knock on other student’s doors.

· Spano:  Are there a list of guidelines?

· The law.  

· DEBATE

· Esau:  There is a difference between being placed under arrest and being sanctioned.  I don’t think the issue is whether the police are violating the students rights.  I do not know how we can make a decision on this.  SMU administrators have the right to search your room at anytime.

· Kobler:  It would be great in a perfect world, if we could just say no, and we would see people do the rights things. We need to decide whether we want to take a more realistic approach to say if you are going to do something, do it responsibly.  This legislation would push Dean’s office to go in to right direction.

· Linn:  The school needs to decide whether or not to have a zero tolerance policy.  
· Passes F-09-11-16 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING SMU STUDENT SENATE TO REALLOCATE UNSPENT FUNDING OF THE STUDENT SENATE FINANCES TO SMU STUDENT SENATE SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWNMENT
· Failed 19-19-0 F-09-11-17  A RESOLUTION ADDING A SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY SEAT TO THE STUDENT SENATE

· Cochran:  When we joined senate, we took an oath to do whats best for our constituents.  By passing this seat, it is not saying that this seat will pass, but that the student body will have a chance to vote on it.  I hope you will fill your commitment as senator and vote for this.

· Sherill:  We as senators claim to represent constituents, but we put our own beliefs first.  As senators we should care.  We don’t.  we are not committed to these communities.  Especially these communities that are controversial.  Lastly, I wanted to address the issue of double representation.  Which undermines the senate more, the fact that we can vote for more than one senator, or that fact that this senate does not represent everyone.   The last speaker, who is a great speaker, said I a lot.  Let me ask you this.  How many of you ran on controversial issues.  

· Perkins:  We do not take an oath for our own interested but for the interests of our constituents.

· QUESTIONS

· Sizemore:  how many of people did you tell about the structure of the current seats? 

· Cochran:  Many asked and I told them about our current four minority seats.

· Huseman:  are there 250 members between the three GLBT on this campus.

· There are several members that have not come out yet.

· Huseman:  If we do not know who is LGBT how can we vote and why should this not be held to the same standard?

· POI: Benage:  I contacted the person for ballots.  The easiest way to do this is to get a list of members of these organizations.

· If SMU campus is a similar structure of society as a whole, then there are 1,000 LGBT people on this campus.

· Gibson:  DO you think that anyone make their opinion on how the voting works?

· Cochran:  people who are adamantly against gays were obviously against this, but most people who understood the voting system were for it.

· Cochran:  This is really important for us to support, if for nothing else than to let the student body vote on this.  

· Neman:  I agree with this.  Whether you argee with special interest seats or not, we have them.  I do not think we should be voting on what our current system is now.

· Altman:  We have already had two pieces come through.  What makes this one more relevant?

· Cochran:  I think there is obviously an overwhelming support for this.  We have had students come forth on their own account.

· Esau:  Everyone is represented.  Everyone is in a school had has a vote.  Regarding this piece of legislaion.  I want people to vote on what constituents want, not what you want.  What we decide today will have a lasting affect.

· Archer:  A couple weeks ago, we saw a man come in and call out people who voted the leg. Down.  I think we are trying to create equality through division.  No longer do students come to me, they go to their person.  You have isolated me from my constituents by not letting me represent them.  This is a temporary solution.  This is not the way to get things done.  I do not think we should put things here until we can figure this out.

· Cochran:  I think the idea is that you cannot represent them 

· Torres:  I don’t think anyone goes to senators by their school.  I do not understand that anyone representing them is a bad.

· Derisavifard:  I worked a lot with gay rights in highschool.  I do not think this piece gives you the respect you deserve.  If you shift this support, you could be in one of these seats.  More people would see what you are about.  You deserve more than one seat.  I cannot personally vote to put one of you in senate because I am not in Spectrum.

· Kiester:  First year senators should work for first years, so he should not represent LGBT, but they voted for him.  I have a problem with the name.  Sexual orientation includes many things.  It includes being straight.  It includes people that identify with the sex they were born with, but they cannot run or even vote for the seat. 

· Cochran:  Straight people can become allies and vote!  The name changed to adapt to all different types and classifications. 

· Spano:  The name can be changed later.  You do not have to believe in this legislation to vote for it.  If we let the students vote for this and they vote for it then it is saying we accept you and we want you here.  It is important that everyone feels welcome.  I want to commend the brave people who came in and identified with this piece.  I am not a black student, I am white.  But when I went to ABS, they were so supportive of me.  

· Mace:  People’s experience is both academic and social.  When it comes to gay rights, this is something that really needs to be addressed.  We need to look at the rule but not the exception.  I think that this seat could go along way to promote social equality.

· Kobler:  I want to go back to last April.  I felt the student voice in this school was not as strong as it used to be.  You all agreed with me to amplify it.  If we do not put this up, then we are not amplifying it.  We obviously do not understand the needs of this community and it shows that we are not sympathetic for this community.  If we vote this down, then we do not give our constituents the chance to get involved in this.  At the end of the day, we need to let the people decide.  This is something that has to go to the student body.

· Gibson: Students are not going to know the way senate works or understand what we are about.  I feel like this further separates them from other communities.  

· Sizemore:  letting this go to referendum is not a good way to vote for things.  That defeats the purpose of senate.  Senate as a whole is not doing it’s job.  The solution is not to add a new seat, but for senators to do their jobs better.

· Derisavifard:  Harvy Milk ran for Mayor of San Fransisco changed things.

· Linn:  Our current system works.  It is proof.  They have come to us and their voice was heard.  However, SMU has a reputation.  It hurts our name as an institution.  You do not learn from the same people that think the same things.  As a result, I think we have an opportunity to say that SMU students want a different reputation and that we are not homophobic.  Lets prove that our system does work.  If it isolates them, then so be it. 
X.       Senatorial Forum

a. Chair Katie Perkins and Senator Derek Hubbard
XI.
Announcements

Benage:  My chair position turns over in January.  I will not be leaving!

Tomorrow the Basketball team will be honoring the Football team

XII. 
Adjournment

