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Order of Business for SMU Student Senate





November 3rd, 2009

I. Call to Order

II. Moment of Silence

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Minutes

V. Speaker’s Podium

· Cody Meador:  You need to have the groups that have unique groups in senate.  
· Brooks Oliver:  Current co-president of Spectrum.  Many of you do not think there is discrimination on this campus.  I am here to tell you otherwise.  My involvement in Spectrum is alive and well on this campus.  We are ranked 14th most homophobic.  We are met with hatred.  Just the other day, someone called me faggot.  That is why we are pushing to have an GLBT senator.  Without special interest seats, we will not have equal opportunity to be heard.  I hope you can all sleep at night knowing you have not done your job.  Me and my peers are asking you to not let discrimination have a voice on this campus. 
· Kearney:  How should we include GLBT representation? 
· I do not think it is necessary that every single organizations representation.  I found the Dr. Pepper seat to be appalling
· How do we decide what minority organizations are important enough?
· I don’t have the perfect answer for you, but what we have now is not the right thing.
· David DelaFuente: I am a Hispanic sophomore, and I believe that the legislation was done without proper research.  We have 3 senators per Simmons, and we have four senators.  If we have vacancy problems it is not because of the system, it is because the numbers aren’t right.
· Mackingtee:  IF this legislation were put in it would have 25 senator, if none of them were minorities they would place one of them as a minorities, do you think that is correct?
· I don’t believe in at large representation
·  Benage:  Are you aware, for all schools it is the combined total of undergraduate and graduate students?
· Are you also aware that graduate students are allowed to run?
· Ryan Bennet:  I feel like the legislation I counter intuitive.  I’d like to deal with the claim that we currently have equal representation.  The current liason has not been contacted by senate.  One, we do not have the ability to give a special interest seat to every group.  The fact that we cannot give a seat to everyone, but we should try to give seats to groups that experience discrimination.  The notion that since we cannot represent every group, is to remove representation all together is flawed.  People have said that setting aside different seats encourages racism, this would only be true if we lived in society where everyone is treated the same way.  It is important we remember that.  Politically, even if we open up society the only way we can have equal representation is if these minorities are given rights.  They cannot be gained.
· Anthony Tillman:  Each time I have come here is to provide information.  As you go about considering revisions, I would like to give you information.  The net effect will remove special interest seats.  The unintended consequence is that it would further quiet the minority voice.  It will seem that this school is not welcoming minority students.  This image is real.  These efforts to change this, have been supported by administration for 10 years.  This bill has potential to undermine efforts to bring bright students to SMU.  SMU as a good citizen is directly involved in 20 initiatives to expand visibility with different groups.  Another problem is that this bill could signal that this bill could say that this bill could suggest that students do not value diversity.  As student senate moves forward, the administration works to increase diversity.  I would implore you to not rush the process.  Understand the impact of the legislation internally and externally on SMU.
· Bullock:  Are you content with the current structure?
· We take a stand that we will not get involved of in senate.  My purpose today is to tell you that this has implications.  
· Bullock:  Do you feel the current structure is appropriate?
· There is never anything off the record.  My role here today is to provide information.
· Jacky Negrete:  Thank you for inviting me, I wanted to know if we could suspend the rules and get the funds for homecoming. 
· Torres:  when was the last time Chaz did homecoming?
· In the late 90s.  This is epic.
· Prentice:  Have you done all the activities?
· Yes, we have done everything
· Also, I want to make sure that everyone who is against the bill to stand up.
· Phillip Hayes:  I am just as passionate about my stance on special interest seats.  You cannot find equality in inequality.  Special interest seats fail in every way.  The necessity of the times does not call for this.  It noted that senate does hear the voice.  IF you are gay, black, or a smurf, you have the ability to vote just like everyone else.  Nothing is keeping minority voices from being heard.  Do our student body seats cause greater evil? Yes.  A problem arose when we are first divided by schools, then by race, now by sexual orientation.  You will have competing groups competing in senate.  This is perverse distortion of democracy.  If I have issues important to me, I do not need a senate seats.  I can go to my senators.  I will not be ignored because I do not have a senator for my specific seat.  I can come to my senators and have them raise my issues.  The barriers on campus today are prejudice of the heart.  I urge senate not to add more senate seats.  Just fix the seats you currently have.
· Have you gone to any of the minority senators?
· I would be for having a Caucasian senator.  We need to settle on a set method of allocations.  If we are going to have one race, we need to have all of them.  If we are going to have senate split on orientation, then their needs to be a seat for every orientation.

· Esau:  
· Whether it is congress or not, they have a set method for allocating represenatatiion.  There are a wide variety of opinions and belliefs in every group.
· Esau:
· I am advocating a set method for allocation for senate seats
· Cochran:  Do you feel like issues on the smaller scale can compare to the things we see?
· If you treat people as members of groups instead of individuals you are not giving the senators 
· Blue:
· I am saying that the problem that exists are not problems that can be helped or solved by a student senate.  Adding senate seats isn’t going to do that
· Archer:  The combined minority seats have only written one piece of legislation in the last 5 years.
· Essaw:  Are you not considering the influences that these senators have had?
· I did not speak on the legislation.  I am saying that these seats can’t get a piece passed or make it fail alone.  I am sure that right now I do not need a special interest seat.
· Essaw:  Do these senators not make contribution?
· A person can come to the speakers podium and do the same thing?
· Did you know there are also student diversity committees and student concerns committees where students voices can be heard.
· Nina Sosa:   I am an international student and transfer student.  We go outside of the community to go outside the community.  I think this bill should be revised.  I came to this institution because I was told it was diverse.  By you removing the seats, I do not think it is moral or ethica.l.  As you can see, I am still working on my English, but I am assuming that your Spanish is not that good either.  We are exchanging ideas.
· Archer:  are you saying that we cannot represent other races?
· No I do not believe that.  This country was founded by multiple cultures.  We might not have a lot of legislation pass, but they can understand what I am trying to say.  
VI. Officer Reports

President Kobler

· Rules Tribunal
· Esau:  It is an Ad Hoc committee that meets to resolve constitutional conflicts.
· Nominations:  Hubbard, Neman, Todd, Prentice
· Wellness II
· Homecoming Parade:  IF you would like to ride in the parade let me know!
· Weekly Theme
· Mustangs who care: will be here next week?  These are two separate things.  Tips training is separate
· Student Senate
Vice President Reyes

· NO Laptops

· Senate Table

Secretary Goldschmidt

· No Report
Speaker Al-Barghuthi

· No Report
Parliamentarian Schur

· Attendance Policy
Chief of Staff Ehmke

· No Report
Executive Director Jones

· Student Code Reminder:  Go online by Firday:  Todd and Kearney are senators on the code of conduct committee

VII. Committee Reports

Organizations – Chair Perkins

JJ:  has the committee checked to see if any of these have received money from the finance committee?

Badarak:  What is the difference between review and revoke?

The review is looking at the organizations because they haven’t attended the MOM meeting or that they have low attendance.  Revoke is to remove them because they are no longer active.  
· New Business

· Charter Revoked (8-0-0)

· Omega of Texas Phi Theta Kappa Alumni Chapter
· Sigma Tau Delta/English Club
· Sports Club (SMU)
· Student Athlete Advisory Committee:  They had no one show up at alll
· Special Interest:  I do not know them
· Texas Society of Professional Engineers (TSPE)
· PATHS (Pursuers of All Things Holy & Sacred)
· IEEE
· Probationary Status Revoked (8-0-0)

· Religious Studies Group

· Charter Review (8-0-0)

· Habitat for Humanity Chapter (SMU)
· Advertising Club
· Best Buddies
· Markets/Culture
· Political Science Symposium
· Student Representative to Board of Trustees
· Tau Beta Pi
· Alpha Kappa Psi
· YWCA of SMU
· Christian Science College Organization
· Bhakti Yoga Club
· Campus Crusade for Christ
· FIMRC (Mustangs w/o Borders)
· Retail Club
· Marketing Association

Student Concerns- Chair Mitchell

· No Submission

Membership – Chair Benage

· No Submission

Scholarship – Chair Brown

Benage:  Would you b

All of the scholarship money was cut in half.  

JJ:  Because of the economic climate, we went back to the amount we gave out in years prior to save money.  

· New Business

· No New Business

· Old Business:  Approved in block

· Fall 2009 Scholarship Winners:

Undergraduate Scholarships

· University Memorial Scholarship: Nicola Muchnikoff

· James J. Saccacio Scholarship: Yvonne Pitts

· Elizabeth Lee Evans Memorial Scholarship: Aleksandra Gawor

· Oaklawn Foundation Scholarship: Emily Kaufman

· Robert Burrell Student Fellowship and Involvement Scholarship: Christene Deno

Graduate Scholarships

· Laura Kittinger- Class of 1984 Scholarship: Robert Perales

· Nancy Underwood Graduate Student Leadership and Achievement Scholarship: Christian Kakez-A-Kapend

· Willis Tate Academic and Scholastic Scholarship: Cassandra Wilson

Communications - Chair Gibson

· No Submission

Finance - Chair Espinosa

· New Business

· KPNI - PC: $8,450.00 / $10,222.00 – battle of the bands 

· Bullock:  This is not financing for debt correct?

· Developing Dynamic Leaders: $1,300.00 / $3,000.00 (tabled last week) moved to old business
· CHAS/MGC: $1,007.00 / $1,564.00 moved to old business
· Old Business:  Approved in block.

· SPARC - ASB: $1,875.00 / $8,700.00

· ALPFA: $0 / $3,020.00

· The Union: $841.00 / $841.00

· Benage:  in General do you have finance requests that come in the day before they need money?

· Yes, because we can only see 6 groups per meeting

· Followup:  would it help if we posted a list?

· That would be a great idea

· November 30 will be the last meeting

Diversity - Chair Carr

· No Submission


R and R committee – Esau:  We need more members.  I have not received any interest.  This task is really big especially with what has been going on the last couple of weeks.  It helps for senators who are writing legislation or to keep them from jumping the gun.  

VII.
New Business

· No New Business
IX.
Old Business

· F-09-10-04 A RESOLUTION ADDING A STUDENT’S WITH SPECIAL NEEDS SENATOR TO THE STUDENT SENATE
X.  
Senatorial Forum

· Mustangs Who Care Training
XI.
Announcements

XII. 
Adjournment
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