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Order of Business for SMU Student Senate





November 17th, 2009

I. Call to Order:  3:37

II. Moment of Silence

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Minutes

V. Speaker’s Podium

· Yvonne Pitts- sisters supporting sisters.  We are having a retreat on Dec. 5, but we need the Money on Nov. 25.  I would asked for  a suspension of the rules.

· Tom Goodspeed:  I was asked to see if I could get some Polo started.  I am not about Ralph.  It seems like SMU is natural to have some Polo.  Hopefully some of you will show up to learn more about the sport.  

· Prentice:  How will you afford this?

· There is a program just south of Dallas that has a reasonable program

· Bullock:  Are you affiliated with the University?

· No, I would like to be

· Brown:  We had a meeting recently to gage interest.  We hope to get kicked off at the beginning of next semester.  We want to have a club, and a competitive team.

· Professor Moran:  One would have to conclude that a principle to find .  That could be true, these minorities can represent groups of all societies.  A special interest senator means that these minorities have gained special recognition in Senate.  We could not it becomes even more present even more present in the SMU community as it becomes more diverse and integrated.  By not representing special interests, his opens doors to violence to members of that group.

· Aaron Barnes:  To assume that this person is to represent a minority is to misunderstand the purpose.  Students are to represent all students.  This student will represents gender identity as well as GLBT rights.  Any legislation, which encompasses greeklife or events, that are on campus, center around sexuality and gender.  This senator will be the one that focuses on these issues.

· Sizemore:  Can you elaborate how this seat will represent heterosexuals?

· The name of the seat is sexual orientation.  It is not an GLBT senator we are pushing for, but a gender identity senator.

· Brooks Oliver:  I told you my story, and told you how discrimination is here and how it has affected me personally.  We do have a presence here and we are discriminated against.  1/10 people is gay.  If you look at our FB group, we have a huge presence here.  Passing this legislation is the first step in ending this discrimination.  I invite you all to come to a spectrum meeting.  We meet Thursdays at 7PM in the Women’s Center.  Coming to a meeting would be the best way to gain some more information.

· Tom Elliot:  You are here to uphold the constitution as written.  That includes special interest seats.  I think GLBT is worthy of having a seat because it will provide communication between sexual minorities and other minorities.  I have a letter from Kevin Eaton: “the board has decided to add I find myself composing this letter to grant another student request to create a seat for the GLBT community.  I do not feel like the GLBT has a lack of interest for a seat.  There is a wide segment of students who support this seat.  This is a religiously affiliated school.  The church passed a resolution to welcome gender minorities, even though they are not allowed to be ministers.  The issue of representation in itself holds two points: The board of trustees eliminated the Senate, and we could add the seat next semester.  The second is that senators elected to represent schools already represent other groups.  Surely the Board of trustees sanctions the senate because of its unique views.   The creation of a specific seat to ensure that all voices are heard.  You are voting on giving a voice to the previously mute.  Remember that you are occupying a special seat in this campus.” 

· Esau:  Do you think this seat should represent heterosexuals as well?

· There are other sexual orientation labels such as pansexual or omnisexual, so I did not want to limit this.  Also, I did not want to limit who could run for and represent this seat.

· Rich McPhee:  When students come to this school they need to feel accepted.  Students are three times more likely to commit suicide because of sexual orientation.  People are more willing to get involved in the community, so I think it is only foreseeable that we have representation since we have a strong voice here today.

· Archer:  How do we define a number of how many GLBT students there are?

· It is hard because you cannot push someone to come out.  For students coming to this university, students are not sure.  Seeing that SMU is homophobic, they may think that they can’t come out.  This representation would make students feel more comfortable.

· Do you think that allowing a heterosexual to run for a position would be against the point?

· Our community is about allies as well.  Having the legislation based on spectrum does not exclude people that are part of the cause.
VI. Officer Reports

President Kobler

· Farewell to Josh Schutts
· Congratulations SMU Football
· Leftover food with Aramark
Vice President Reyes

· Reminder of the Rules:  I think so far that everyone has done a great job!  

Secretary Goldschmidt

· No Report:
Speaker Al-Barghuthi

· No Report
Parliamentarian Schur

· The time frame for Senate is 3:30-7:30PM
· Allison and I decided to call another retreat for next semester.  It will be a short crash course after senate that will be lasting about 45 minutes.  If you miss half a senate retreat, it’s an absence if you miss the whole thing its two absences.  Spring 2010 Senate Retreat:  February 2nd
Chief of Staff Ehmke

· No Report
Executive Director Jones

· No Report

VII. Committee Reports

Organizations – Chair Perkins
· Daily Campus Ad
· December 3rd Meeting
· New Business

· Probationary (9-0-1)
· Polo Team 

· Temporary (7-0-3)
· Ultimate Frisbee Team: Though there are 12 members, only 7 come to practices.  But there are 3 practices a week so people come to different practices.

· Mace:  Rain was also a big issue, as it hurt attendance.  

· Esau:  I saw the DC add, is that the whole list?  There was only 5-6. 

· The list from the previous agenda are the organizations that we are going to list in the DC.

· Charter Review (10-0-0): If the committee decises that the organization has made a substantial claim for why they missed a MOM, they will be allowed to go to one last MOM.  Otherwise, their charter will be revoked.
· Habitat for Humanity
· Religious Studies Group
· Campus Crusade for Christ
· Christian Science College Organization
· Bhakti Yoga Club
· Alpha Kappa Psi
· Tau Beta Pi
· Student Representatives to the Board of Trustees
· Political Science Symposium
· Markets/Culture
· Best Buddies
· Advertising Club
· IEEE
· Marketing Association
· Retail Club
· If the committee decises that the organization has made a substantial claim for why they missed a MOM, they will be allowed to go to one last MOM.  Otherwise, their charter will be revoked.
·  Old Business
· No Old Business
Student Concerns – Chair Mitchell

· No Submission
Membership – Chair Benage 
· New Business

· Election Code Revisions

· Old Business

· No Old Business
Scholarship – Chair Brown: A few things popped up with my conversation with Ms. Manthey.  We are pretty sure that the money awarded goes to the spring semster because it is difficult to allocate the money.  We are looking at moving it to mid February or March.  We are also hoping to have the scholarship reception will be on a big weekend like Homecoming or Singsong.  If you had another date, let me know.  Last spring, Deberah Mitchell donated 100,000 to the schools.  In 2013 the endowment will go into effect.  We will help run the process for that. I would like to write a piece recognizing Ms. Mitchell for her generous donation.

Essaw:  you give out scholarships in spring and fall?

Yes
When do you advertise?

It depends on the time frame.  I will be sure to let you know though

· Spring Scholarship Application Review Process Changes
· Spring Scholarship Reception
· New endowment (Deborah Brames Michel Scholarship Endowment Fund)
Communications – Chair Gibson

· No Submission

Finance – Chair Espinosa

· New Business:  Moved to Old Business and Approved in full

· Sisters Supporting Sisters: $1,100.00/$1,100.00

· Old Business

· No Old Business
Diversity – Chair Carr
· I wanted to make a brief announcement to have senators briefly meet with me today after the meeting.  We will be moving our meetings  to Thursday.

VIII.
New Business

· F-09-11-13 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE CONSTRUCTION AND IMPLEMENTATION  OF THE UPGRADED IRRIGATION SYSTEM ON THE MAIN QUAD
· Sherrill:  essentially the role of senate is to represent constituents.  The sprinklers have not been updated for 40 years?  I just do not feel like playing tag with sprinklers in the middle of the night on the way back from the library.  It’s a waste of money and a waste of water.  Construction on the main quad is their issue because they are waiting to fix the sprinklers when the are fixing something else.  
· Spano:  We have been using over 6 million gallons of water a year on these sprinklers.  Something needs to be changed.
· Benage: Did you speak with Mr. Paul, and did he think it was impossible to accomplish this without replacing the sprinklers?
· Sherrill:  They are so old that you cannot just replace the heads.  Also the new sprinklers have awesome features
· Spano:  Like stopping when it starts to rain.  All the sprinklers do this except the ones on the quad.
· Prentice:  Do you know where funding would come from?
· I have not looking into that.  This is just a piece to urge the implimentation.
· Prentice:  Does CCPO support this
· Yes
· Sizemore:  I believe there is a fund, but you could get funding from that.
· Bullock: Can you lighten the language on line 39?
· Esau:  What is the environmental impact of wasting water, other than wasting it?
· Spano:  We aren’t just wasting our water, but the worlds water.  Water is not unlimited.  
· Sherrill:  SMU was not voted as a green Univeristy.
· Shur: We have moved down on the Sustainablility scale from a C+ to a C
· Esau:  How do you plan to address the administrators who do not support this or think it is cost effective?
· Spano: I do not see this being expensive.
· Kobler:  Do you know how many accidents are caused by the sprinklers?
· They are qualified as accidents
· POI:  if you can incorporate safety into this it is more likely to pass.
· F-09-11-14 A RESOLUTION TO REVISE THE STUDENT SENATE BY-LAWS IN ORDER TO MAKE POSSIBLE THE OPTION OF SUBMITTING LEGISLATION WITHOUT ATTACHING THE NAME OF THE AUTHOR

· Ehmke:  the first reason we chose to write this piece is that it may be the case at some point  where a senator would like to address a piece that may be unpopular.  Another reason we want this, is I heard that legislation is not judged on merits but by the auther.  The legislation should be judged on whether it is good or bad.  Not by its author.  We already have something that protects people voting on controversial issues, why not allow senators to anonymously write legislation on these contentious issues as well.

· Essau:Are you aware that students can use initiatives to submit legislation without tying their name to it?

· I guess?

· Bullock: How would a complaint process work? No one could refute my complaint

· You would submit it to the chamber at large.  Amendments will not be possible in this process.

· Kearney:  how would you have someone explain and answer questions?

· The author can submit an explanation to the Speaker.

· Kobler: If this passes, would you make the Speaker an elected position?

· That is an issue we could discuss more thoroughly

· Titus:  Don’t you think it is important that someone is able to answer questions?

· In the case of submitting anonymous legislation is more important that the piece is actually presented.

· McCormack:  How will the chamber be kept in order?

· The style will change a little bit, it would be more of a public forum.  The order can still be kept the style and feel would be kept.

· Schur:  Would you give the whole exec.  The ability to see the submission of legislation

· No, the speaker does not vote, so they are not swayed.  

· Benage: are you aware that speaker breaks the tie vote on legislation?

· The reason we chose speaker is because they are least involved in the voting process.

· Benage: would consider a position elected by senate?

· Making a new seat to hold legislation names?
· F-09-11-15 A RESOLUTION MANDATING THE OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF STUDENT LIFE TO CREATE AN INTERNAL AFFAIRS BOARD

· Neman: Right now as the review process stands, you can appeal a hearing.  This adds a little part to the process that lets students appeal before they are in trouble or suspended.  The board cannot say it is unfair.  They need to site a law the officer broke.

· Prentice:  Is this a board of students?

· Three students

· Linn:  Would you be willing to amend this to make more faculty than students where faculty are professors?

· Yeah that sounds good.  The boss, or the police, I guess, kinda said that, but yeah that sounds good.

· Prentice:  If you have more students than faculty, bribes could come into play.

· Right now there I a board made of mostly students (5-4) that helps make these kinds of decisions.

· Have you noticed if unfair treatment from police has decreased after your leg?

· Yes

· Torres:  How are students chosen?

· It should be anyone.  This bill is telling office of student life that they need to include something.  That would be the office of the Dean’s decision.

· There is an uninviting way to file a complaint against a police officer

· Archer:  Is this even legal to give students this power?

· It is a private institution

· Archer:  If the jury found that the Police did break the law what are the repercussions?

· The decision would be referred to the Chief of Police.  

· McCormick:  Would you be willing to add something with more than one board, because it could be an issue if a friend or teacher was on the board?

· I tried to write this to just recommend the board, not the specifics of this setup.  
· F-09-11-16 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING SMU STUDENT SENATE TO REALLOCATE UNSPENT FUNDING OF THE STUDENT SENATE FINANCES TO SMU STUDENT SENATE SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWNMENT
· Prentice:  How much is usually left over?

· Bullock:  The average will be a substantial amount.  

· Esau:  Everything unspent is routed back to the endowment?

· Bullock:  Only 25% is given back to the Senate endowment.

· POI:  25% goes to the endowment while 75% goes back to the funding.

· Neman:  Where does it go?

· It goes to our finance committee and the endowment

· Mace:  Would there be potential inequalities?

· It would just be adding on the principle for future scholarships

· Sizemore:  I am worried that this will take away from funding, do you think its true?

· It does happen, but it changes every year.
· F-09-11-17  A RESOLUTION ADDING A SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY SEAT TO THE STUDENT SENATE

· If the committee decises that the organization has made a substantial claim for why they missed a MOM, they will be allowed to go to one last MOM.  Otherwise, their charter will be revoked.
· I am curious to see if we know who the Spectrum Liaison is?

· Senator Poynter

· Sherrill:  It took us 4 weeks to get this piece written after constituents.  That’s a pretty long time.  If you vote yes, you are giving the student body the chance to put this in the reforendum.  The constitution is status quo.  I do not think the constitution is correct right now.  Not one of the senators today has not made a change to the constitution.  The last thing, is there have been a lot of arguments.  I am not going to compare this to the civil rights legislation to that during the 1960s.  I am saying the the legislation did not make sense at the time, but it was a good thing.  Currently, the GLBT is not allowed the same rights.  Sure they can vote, but there is discrimination.  UT is currently pushing for Same sex homecoming candidates as well as GLBT greeklife.

· Cochran:  I did not go to anyone immediately to write this legislation.  We may agree with a cause, but unless someone is a member of this group, they do not necessary persue something they agree with.  The student body  has been shown a lot of support for this.  I feel that it is our responsibility to represent this piece.

· I think we should give this bill the opportunity to be voted on.  

· Perkins:  Changing governing documents does not mean that people are changes.  We are not making this a law, but we are putting it in the hands of students.  

· Esau:  My argument is that if everyone has a orientation, then this seat represents everyone.  How is this fair that student have to join the orientation groups to vote or run?

· Sherrill:  I would be fine if it were any organization dealing with sexual orientation or identity.  We have broadened this to be more orientation friendly

· Esau:  Should you refrase this under Art4-2. That it is open to the entire student body.

· No.  If I made a group that dealt with any sexual curiously or identification I could then be eligible or vote.

· Perkins:  Also, anyone can join SPECTRUM.

· Benage:  Since your piece includes language that would includes future groups.

· Would consider adding language adding to this piece?

· I would love to work on that.  It is an invitation for more groups that 

· Kobler:  Are you all in support of this?

· Yes.  I thought we needed to deal with the constitution for it, but now I am completely 

· Archer:  If it did pass, would the entire student body vote on it?

· Yes. 

· POI:  The entire student body would decide if the piece passes.

IX.
Old Business

· F-09-11-12 A RESOLUTION CHANGING THE TITLE OF THE ENGINEERING SENATOR POSITION
· Esau:  This should just be written on paper

· Benage:  Would you consider removing line 26-31? You are wanting to change documents and bylaws.  It seems redundant that this is changing anything in membership.

· DEBATE

· Esau:  Other counties such as China, are beating us in terms of educated engineers.  I say that the title of the business school senators is Cox Senator.

· Esau:  I was would say please support this bill because it is very important to increase the presence of Lyle Engineering.

X.       Senatorial Forum

a. Mustangs Who Care Training
XI.
Announcements

· If I were to stand and say I am a schizophrenic, and then I say something that contradicts my professors and peers, its because I am schizophrenic.  You people don’t wake up each morning, thinking how am I going to get past this discriminatory individual, an assignment that is discriminatory.  You are the people that are supposed to be representing me.  When you go a professor and tell them something is wrong for me, it still creates the need for exceptions.  There is no way to say that someone with schizophrenia has competed under same constraints.  I applied to the top 20 schools with an explanation of why I had poor grades.  I came here because I did not have to explain why I had poor grades.  You are talking about kids who can sit in class and score on standardized tests beyond believe, but sometimes these students cannot get to class.  I do not a have a single friend prior to my diagnosis.  There I no way for you to be able to say to me, that you know what someone is capable of, when people have stood behind a closed door being openly discriminatory.    My great uncle had a brother who came out, and was chased out of his town.  I can’t say that I care about homosexuality because I have not been discriminated against in that way.  How many of you have been to the doctor more than 5 times a month.  Think how screwed you’d be if you went to a doctor that told you that he didn’t think you have a disability.  I had a conversation with a student from Penn.  There are thousands of students that do not make it to the other side each year.  They do not have access to a social network that accepts them.  You all do not understand what it is like to go through a day with audio or visual hallucinations.  Or for you to know what it is like to leave a classroom and not leave the professor’s voice behind.  Or to live in a world that is so scary that you cannot eat the food in front of you.  It takes so much courage.  There are a lot of things people would say about me before I was diagnosed and they cannot say one of those things now.  You cannot ask someone to outperform you when they have these kinds of disabilities.  

XII. 
Adjournment

