MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

December 4, 2007

Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:35 p.m.

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	A

	Senator Brauser
	A

	Senator Briceno
	A

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	A

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Errichetto
	A

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Lensing
	A

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Meek-Beck
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Nerio
	

	Senator North
	A

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Radcliff
	

	Senator Robinson
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	A

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1. Reed Hanson – Thank you to all who have been a part of Senate.  I have really enjoyed being in this chamber with all of you.  I think that it is really important that we follow the rules.  We do not need to suspend the rules for no reason.  We also need to make sure that we are addressing alcohol and drug abuse here on campus.  This is such an important issue.  Thank you for all being a part of Senate.  Reiff:  Anything else you’d like to say.  Hanson:  I always have something else to say; but I guess I’ll end by saying thanks for being a part of Senate and best of luck next semester.
2. Pablo – VP of CHAS – We are here in full support of Asian Council and for Shakeel Mehdi to become the Asian American Senator.  We think that it is a shame that no one has been in the seat for most of this semester, and it is time for that to change.  I know that Shakeel is a leader in the Asian community and I think the Asian Council will fit to represent that community.  We hope he will hold this seat.  Mauldin:  Are you aware that the Asian Council is not allowed to nominate a nominee and tell others not to run?  Pablo:  I am familiar with the rules, but at the same time Asian Council is to represent the Asian Community.  Who better to support a candidate than Asian Council?  Mauldin:  Do you know if Asian Council has ever been involved in telling other people not to run by acting like they had the ability to nominate someone that way?  Pablo:  I’m not that familiar with that.  I don’t think so.  I think that the community got together and talked and felt like Shakeel would best represent them.  I think that it is really upsetting for them to not have a Senator.  I know that it takes time to get a Senator to fill that spot (though).  Ali:  How do you know Shakeel?  Pablo:  I’m friends with him on a professional level and as a friend.  I know he’s really respected in the community.  Ali: Were you approached by him or did you come on your accord?  Pablo:  We’re here to support them. He did ask me to come.  Namdar: Are you aware that there are three Asian Americans already on the student senate – but are not necessarily on Asian Council – that can be approached at any time?  Pablo:  I am now aware of this.  
3. Julianne Nguyen – Vice Chair of Asian Council – I am here represnting AC and giving our full support for Shakeel Mehdi.  He is a vital part of the Asian Council as well as the Asian community.  We feel that because of his involvement, dedication, and commitment to AC that he would make an excellent Senator.  Hayden:  Have you ever met any of the other applicants?  Nguyen: We invited them to come to the meeting just to get to know them and they did not.  I also heard that they were not qualified according to y’all’s constitution.  Mauldin:  Has Asian Council ever even made people feel that they (the Asian Council) has to nominate you in order to run for that position?  Nguyen:  As far as I know – and being part of exec. (on Asian Council) we are open to anyone who express their interest in the seat, and Shakeel is the only one who expressed his interest as far as we know.  Bullock:  How are these applicants not qualified?  Nguyen:  I am not sure.  Bullock:  And who did you hear this from?  Nguyen: Just from Senators as well as the Recommendation Committee   Eaton: Were you aware that the other candidates are qualified for the position with regards to the Constitution?  Nguyen:  I am not aware of that, but  Pyron:  So members of the AC as well as Senators informed you that the current Asian applicants were not qualified?  Nguyen:  Yes.  Pyron:  Which Senators told you that?  Nguyen:  It is just from word of mouth.  Nerio:  If more than one member for Asian Council wants to go for the seat, do y’all have an election?  Nguyen:  We do not have an election.  Nerio:  So only one person wanted to do it?  Nguyen:  Yes.  Pitts:    Can you tell us which Senators told you this information?  Nguyen:  I would rather not.

4. Angeline Nguyen – VSA – I am here in support of Shakeel Mehdi.  His persistence really shows his desire to represent our community.  I know that you do have our best interest in mind, so please have this handled very quickly.  I really want you to trust us in knowing who would best represent the Asian community and I also want to address a question that was asked earlier.  This is about how the two other applicants might not be qualified.  This is because I heard it from other members of the community that the other two candidates are not registered as part of the Asian American community.  Peters: Can you think of any others who might be qualified to take on this position?  Nguyen:  I was actually approached by Senator Goodman a few weeks ago about this position.  At the time, my attitude was not positive about this position.  But I knew that Shakeel was more qualified than me to take the position, so I stepped down for Shakeel to take the position  I can think of no other cadidates that are as qualified as Shakeel.  Goldschmidt:  Are you aware that we note that he has Asian Council’s support but that we’re concerned about his ability to work with others – specifically Senators?  Nguyen:  I hope that that is not due to his personality because that is not professional at all.  And on a professional level, I think that everybody has got along with him very well.    Eaton:  Are you aware that the Membership Committee does checks on our applicants and that the other two candidates are registered as Asian Americans? Nguyen:  No.  Matthews:  Are you aware that Shakeel came to talk to Senate previously for ISA funding, and that we have seen him on a professional level?    Goodman:  How exactly has your organization decided to fully show their support for Shakeel?  Nguyen:  Before coming here, we did send out e-mails, and we’ve been in constant contact with the members.  Almost everybody in the Asian community is aware of Shakeel running for this position.  I’ve not heard any opposition.  There are so many of us here from VSA, and we’re here to support Shakeel.  Goodman:  Could you kind of remind me of the setting where I asked you if you were interested in running?  Nguyen:  You asked me if I was interested in running.
5. Philip Chang – President of EASA – I have worked with Shakeel in numerous roles within Asian Council.  While I have worked with Shakeel, I have not seen a moment where he is not willing to give 100% of his time and effort to issues pertaining to the Asian American community.  He is extremely involved and dedicated to the Asian Community.  Shakeel is a great candidate and I hope he becomes Asian American Senator.  Slick:  Would you support any other person to become the senator?  Chang:  We would respect the Senator and ask them to come to the Asian Council board meetings…Slick:  Are they supposed to?  Chang:  Yes, they are.  And the Senator would discuss with us the specific community issues that we have.  We would show our full support.  We just want the seat filled.  Namdar:  Are you aware that one of the other two candidates that applied is actually a member of AC?  Chang:  I am now aware of that.  Lanoux:  Do you feel like Shakeel being elected is the only way the Asian Council could be content with this issue?  Chang:  As I said earlier, we just want the seat filled at this point.
6. Shawheen Molavi – Chair of AALEC – Like few others Shakeel has shown great pride in being involved within the Asian community.  He has had great dedication to our community.  We feel that it is imperative that this seat be filled before the end of the semester.   Lanoux:  Is it more important to have the seat filled or have Shakeel fill the seat?  Molavi:  We need the best candidate possible.  Nerio:  How many candidates typically run for this seat in the Spring? Molavi:  I believe 2 ran last year.  We do not campaign for any student.  Mauldin:  Were there not two other students who showed interest to run for the seat but were urged not to?  Molavi:  Shakeel is the only one who announced his candidacy.

7. Nili Sangani – Secretary for ISA – It is no doubt within ISA gives Shakeel full support for the position.  He takes the position to a different level and gives passion to all he does.  Jose:  Would you rather this seat be filled very soon or wait months possibly for Shakeel to take the seat? Sangani: We want someone to fill the seat.

8. Shakeel Mehdi – Thank you for all allowing me to be here.  I have never claimed to be perfect.  I know that I am certainly not.  Please do not misinterpret my passion for SMU, the Asian Council, and Senate as being pushy in what I might have said.  I never meant to burn any bridges.  I do not believe they have been.  We are all friends and can make them stronger.  Johnson:  Do you feel that you have been treated unjustly and in an unprofessional way?  Mehdi:  I have not been treated in a professional way.  Johnson:  How does this amek you feel?  Mehdi:  Some times we see injustice and hurt, but I have learned how to overcome them.  Nerio:  Do you feel that you presented yourself in a very professional way through the finance request you submitted earlier in the semester?  Mehdi:  I do apologize for any way that I have not presented myself in a correct manner.  Ali:  Do you feel you might be doing a disservice to your constituents by being so, as you called yourself, “pushy” for you yourself to be in the seat?  Mehdi: I have been given strong support by everyone, and that is the reason I am here.  Mauldin:  Were there not any others who did express their desire to apply for the seat?  Mehdi: Molavi: There were two others who did say they would be willing to apply, but when we heard Mehdi was going to apply, we knew he would be the most qualified.  Kobler:  Do you have any plans to improve SMU if you were elected?  Mehdi:  We have the potential to become the best university in the nation.  I want to help us all be mustangs together and make it even better.  Longhofer:  Why do you want to be Asian American Senator?  Mehdi:  I want to represent the Asian American community and work for the same goals you all are.  It is a teamwork, and we can make SMU great!  Goodman:  Could you enlighten us how this situation might have been an attack on Asian Council (as another speaker a few weeks ago expressed)?  Mehdi:  Minorities are a very huge part of the population at SMU.  We want to make sure that their voices are being heard.

9. Neesa Duque – Coordinator of Asian American Student Services – I am the advisor of AC and most all of the organizations that you have heard from today.  The students here today represent over 40% of the Asian American’s on campus.  This is a very pressing issue to the community has been a disservice to them.  Bullock:  Where does that it exactly say that the Asian American Senator must be a part of the Asian Council?  Duque:  This has been the set up for as long as they have been in existence.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Vice President Cheeves – Thank you for allowing me to come today.  The service that you provide to the students of this campus is extremely important to the university and the discussions you have.  The Centennial Campaign is also a great way that our university is coming together. Within Development and External Affairs, we have many different areas that are helping to raise the profile of SMU.  We believe that we are one of the finest independent universities in the US and the world.  Those that come to SMU are much more qualified to be here than ever before.  One of the roles DEA does is to raise the awareness in the community and out of the community.  We want to increase alumni participation, specifically annually. At the end of this campaign, we would like to have 1/3 of our alumni giving something every year and doing it together.  As alumni move away from Dallas, we want to make sure that we are in their top four philanthropic areas to give.  We want to raise the profile of our Schools and the directions of the University.  The Centennial Campaign is specifically on task to reach goals of our strategic plan.  We really want to acquire and retain top faculty.  Having endowed professors is a way we can do this.  When you measure the strength of the universities around the country, the alumni who leave are our most important tools.  This is a great time where we can show the nation that we are becoming a stronger university.  In January 2006, we entered the quiet phase of the Centennial Campaign.  We have worked with large donors and friends of the university through this period.  We also want to celebrate the centennial of our universities founding.  We have had some great support that I am sure you have heard about.  We have had 22,000 donors give to this campaign since 2006.  The funds are up by every measure.  We do want to stress the annual giving.  We have to broaden our base.  Senior gift campaigns really do make a difference and set a precedent for future years.  This campaign is a coming together of a community.  I will now take questions.  Zinkand:  When will we be entering the public phase?  Cheeves:  By September 2008.  Zinkand:  What is the percentage of the division of the funds will be raised for academics?  Cheeves:  Hopefully 200MM for faculty, 200MM for students and 100MM and 100MM for other areas.  Johnson:  I was wondering if you could tell me how this would affect the admissions of racial and ethnic minorities as well as the equipment of minority professors.  Cheeves: Resources are vitally important.  To be able to offer scholarships to as many students as we can is a vital part of that.  If we can accomplish the first two, then it broadens the opportunity to market to under-represented communities (and) to let them know about the programs as we have as an institution.  I think it’s the resources that make a difference.  Namdar:  Has the thought of raising money for the Human Rights minor and hopefully major?  Cheeves:  Yes.  This is something that the Embry Foundation has helped.  The Campaign has really opened up ground for this.  Hanson:  Might any of this money be going towards Engineering?  Cheeves:  Certainly.  Just like our Caruth building will be renovated soon.  We are very excited about this.  Jose:  What makes schools like Ivy Leagues so attractive to some of the brightest students in the nation, making their education worth their weight in gold?  Cheeves: Having a 200 year head start is quite hard to catch up.  We (SMU) are very young as far as education goes.  In terms of reputation and overall growth over the last two years, we are high achievers.  Obviously we are a tuition-dependent institution.  I am pleased to say that we have been able to lower the amount of reliance on tuition.  We would love to reach the 3 billion mark with this campaign, bringing some of the best faculty in the world to SMU.  Jose:  With the head start that these schools have and SMU has a lot to catch up on as far as academic standing, then why aren’t these funds – that could be used for building up SMU’s academic standing – being used instead to bolster an athletic department that is practically $75 M in debt?  Cheeves:  Partly because we have a commitment to those students that are athletes.  A lot of that money goes to tuition, not just equipment.  Thankfully, athletes and people from under-represented communities that are here thanks to those scholarships.  It is a tough battle to determine what is the correct balance with athletics and education.  I am a strong supporter of having a strong athletics program in that it brings diversity and a great student atmosphere on campus.  Yes, we do all hope that we have a better showing from our revenue sports.  Kobler:  I know that many students are worried about the rise in tuition.  Will any of this money go towards bringing this down?  Cheeves:  When we have more endowed support, we will be able to depend less on tuition dollars.    Manthey:  Where do you see the Student Endowment Fund in the future?  Cheeves:  This is a great tool that we need to be showing people outside SMU what our students are doing for each other.  Any gift counts.  Montesi:  If we get the Bush Library, will this take away from the giving to the Centennial Campaign?  Cheeves:  I do not believe so.  The Bush Foundation will be handling this and I think that it will enhance our visibility to the nation.

2. Dr. Lori White – VP of Student Affairs – I encourage you to make sure that you believe you are doing the best possible for your constituents.  That is not why I am here today though.  I actually am here to make a presentation of a scholarship that is given every year to our Student Body President.  This goes great along with what VP Cheeves spoke about.  So, congratulations Katherine and thank you for all you do for SMU.  

3. Wrap Up – I want to make sure that everyone is making sure that we are looking at the big picture and know the reason we are on Senate.  Please keep that in mind.

4. Fall Break – The Faculty Senate Calendar Committee voted to reinstate Fall Break, as well as the Executive Committee of Faculty Senate.  We should be really excited that we have worked hard to get this back for next year.  As well, remember that conversations are the core of what we are doing here.  Moon:  Will we have classes on Monday and Tuesday of the week of Thanksgiving?  Tullos:  Yes. 

5. RFOC – David Randolff met with me for an hour and a half last Thursday and found out that the meal plan increase will only go up 3% instead of 4.5% like last year.  They said this was directly coming from the conversations we have been continuing to have.

b. Vice President Peters:

1. We have some awards to give out. Senate Star - Senator Longhofer.  Lifetime Achievement Award - Senator Hanson.  Chair of the Semester – Chair Kobler.  Lifetime Achievement Award as Chair – Chair Manthey.  Thank you all for everything you have done!!!

c. Secretary Dowling:

1. The packets for Student Code of Conduct Revision Proposals have been sent to VP White, Dean Siscoe, and Legal Affairs.

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. Thank you all so much for the fruit bouquet that you sent me.  It was a very bad day and it truly made my day so much better.  I need to make sure that I am doing the service that I am called to do.  Are you going to be “evicted for not paying the rent you owe?”  I actually wasn’t supposed to be here today because my foot has not been healing as well as it was supposed.  I came back because you are dedicated to the students of SMU and I am dedicated to you.  Goodman:  Did you know that we truly appreciate everything you do for us?  Thank you.

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:

1. No cabinet today!

f. Speaker Seikaly

1. Please make sure you are respecting the decisions we make.  It is numerous students last time in Senate and we need to make sure that it is one they will like to remember.

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. Election of new Parliamentarian

Motions: Motion to open the floor for nominations. Second. Nominations: Senator Pitts, Senator Zinkand, and Senator Longhofer.

Speaches: Pitts, Zinkand, and Longhofer.

Vote: Longhoffer received the majority.

2. I really would like to have your attention for the next five minutes.  Senate is something I have invested a lot of time in Senate and would really appreciate it.  I have met some great people who have really become friends, especially Senator Hanson, Speaker Seikaly, and Senator Goodman.  I think we have done some great things.  From Fall Break, Giddy UP, and alcohol and drug use.  Today was awesome.  While there were some hard issues, we really got to get into some great discussions.  Today really reaffirmed my belief in this organization.  I did have some time to think about my legacy here.  I think some issues that need to be addressed, such as tuition increases, Centennial Campaign (academics), moving towards a residential college, and more.  I respect every single person who sits in the special interests seats, but I do feel that it is very non Democratic with double representation.  I think we really need to work for changing the culture from a crazy party culture.  These are our friends lives at stake.  I thank God for all of you.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) None

ii. Old Business:

(1) Habitat for Humanity

Positive recommendation for probationary status

(2) Field Hockey Club

Positive recommendation for probationary status

(3) Motion to view these recommendations in block. Second.  Motion passes.

(4) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes.

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. None.

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Sarah Acosta - Hispanic American Senator – Positive recommendation from the committee.

2. Megan Altman - Cox Senator – Positive recommendation from the committee.

3. Shakeel Mehdi – Asian American Senator – Negative Recommendation from the Membership Committee.  Motion to amend the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Move into Debate.  Hayden:  This seat is not the 94th Student Senate’s seat.  It is the Asian American seat.  To say that you can’t vote for someone who might have burned bridges is ridiculous.  His constituents want him here.  Let him take the seat.  Jose:  I agree in principle with what the previous speaker said.  We need to clear up a few things.  Some have said we need to trust the committee’s recommendation, thus, this logic is a bit tainted now that they have changed their recommendation.  Also, many members of the Asian American community have expressed their persistence for Shakeel to become the Senator, but up to four have expressed that they are more worried about having someone fill the seat.  They really just want a candidate in the seat today.  Let us not be confused about where and why we put our trust in the committee’s recommendation.  Tullos:  Get over it!  The fact that we have been spreading this out for so long, we have not been able to address larger issues.  We have wasted our time.  Yes, our membership is important, but we need to focus on bigger issues.  Shakeel is the most qualified candidate and he needs to be in this seat.  Mauldin:  Just because Asian Council has always had a hand in the selection, that doesn’t mean it has to stay that way.  We need to vote up or down.  Namdar:  As an Asian American on Senate, I do not define myself by my race and ran for my seat on my own accord.  We need to not become a rubber stamp Senate.  Lonhofer:  I would like to hear why the committee changed their recommendation.  Slick:  We met with two other Asian Americans and Shakeel and we interviewed a candidate who would be qualified.  Stenger:  Basically the reason you changed you recommendation is that you felt there was a negative sentiment within the chamber. Chair Eaton, could you elaborate on why the committee changed the recommendation?  Eaton:  After hearing other candidates, we have decided to put our support behind another candidate.  It is nothing that he has done whatsoever.  Peters:  Hayden:  Please keep in mind that all the speakers have stated that the WANT Shakeel, and will take someone else.  Ali:  This whole issue has been blown way out of proportion.  We have our processes and it makes me question his motives in that he doesn’t want the seat to be filled.  He has brought all these people here every week, not always coming on their own accord.  Call to questions.  Motion passes.  Motion to amend the committee’s recommendation to a positive recommendation.  Motion fails. 14-15-2.  Motion to call the Rules Tribunal.  Second.  Motion passes.  Motion to amend the committee’s recommendation to a positive recommendation. Second.  Motion passes.  Motion to move into debate about the committee’s recommendation.  Hayden:  I would urge you to vote for Shakeel.  It is interesting that the other two candidates were not registered as Asian Americans.  Anyway, we need this seat filled and Shakeel is a great candidate, as seen by his constituents here today.  Tullos:  We need to fill this seat now.  Motion for roll call vote.  Second.  Johnson:  We need to make sure that people are standing up for what you are doing.  JJ Jones:  You all know that you all represent 300 students.  They could be here right now. Motion for roll call vote passes.

	President Tullos
	Y

	Vice-President Peters
	Y

	Secretary Dowling
	Y

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	N

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	Y

	Senator Ali
	N

	Senator Bailey
	A

	Senator Brauser
	A

	Senator Briceno
	A

	Senator Bullock
	N

	Senator Drake
	A

	Senator Engel
	Y

	Senator Errichetto
	A

	Senator Goldschmidt
	Y

	Senator Goodman
	N

	Senator Hanson
	N

	Senator Harkins
	A

	Senator Johnson
	Y

	Senator Lanoux
	Y

	Senator Lensing
	A

	Senator Longhofer
	Y

	Senator Matthews
	Y

	Senator Mauldin
	N

	Senator Meek-Beck
	Y

	Senator Melik
	Y

	Senator Moon
	N

	Senator Namdar 
	N

	Senator Nerio
	Y

	Senator North
	A

	Senator Ordner
	Y

	Senator Pitts
	N

	Senator Pyron
	N

	Senator Radcliff
	Y

	Senator Robinson
	Y

	Senator Slick
	N

	Senator Stenger
	Y

	Senator Stockham
	A

	Senator Thornley
	Y

	Senator Tuttle
	N

	Senator Zinkand
	N


Motion Passes.  18-13-0

d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey: 

1. It has been fun.  It has been real.  Thank you so much.  I will see you when I get back from China!

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. Thank you to Vice Chair Fernandez for all of her hard work!  She will be missed!

f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. None

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:

1. New Business

2. Old Business – WISE and Senate Exec.

(1) Motion to view in block.  Second. Motion passes.

(2) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes.

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. F-07-11-06 A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE STUDENT SENATE POLICIES (COMPLAINTS)
Debate: Hanson: I believe that it is pretty strait forward.  This is my last piece ever!  

Vote: Motion to pass F-07-11-06.  Second.  Motion passes unanimously.

b. F-07-11-07 A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE STUDENT SENATE BY-LAWS (R&R)
Debate: Goodman: I feel we need to make sure we do not let anyone go behind our countless hours of work when they have not been played out for a full year.  We don’t need to be allowed to call R&R for the same exact purpose as it was previously.  Tullos:  I think it is a good idea, but I am a bit worried about the wording.  I don’t think this is the best way to address this concern.  Let’s have a senatorial forum about this.  I hope we don’t pass it in that we want to get out of the meeting because it is late.  Jose:  I do appreciate the author’s work on the piece, but I do not agree with it either.  I am worried about tying Senate’s hands.  Motion to call to question.  Second.  Motion passes.

Closing: Goodman:  I do really wish I would have been contacted if you had issues with this piece.  Please vote it up.

Vote: Motion to pass F-07-11-07.  Second.  Motion fails.



Motion to extend the meeting’s length.  Second.  Motion passes.

c. F-07-11-08 A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE STUDENT SENATE BY-LAWS (RULES TRIBUNAL)

Debate:  Goodman:  Longhofer:  I do think we need a third senator.  

Closing:  Vote it up.

Vote:  Motion to approve F-07-11-08. Second.  Motion passes.

d. F-07-11-09 A RESOLUTION TO AMEND STUDENT SENATE BY-LAWS TO REQUIRE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE TO INVITE THE MULTICULTURAL COORDINATOR TO THE SPECIAL INTEREST SENATOR INTERVIEW

Debate:  Johnson:  The reason this piece was written is that some of my constituents were really worried that they were not be fairly represented when they were interviewed.  Jose:  I see the logic behind this.  I do feel that the multicultural community should be able to express their feelings about the candidate the will represent them.  However, on a conceptual level, when involving outside parties, it brings up a big mess.  The reason there are no general members on the Membership Committee is that we felt Senate should be able to decide who they work with.  Thornley:  I feel that if we are filling a vacancy, we need to do it completely internally.  Slick:  When we met in the Membership Committee last week, we discussed it.  I feel that Senators need to be able to choose who they want to work with.  Motion to call to question.  Second.  Motion passes.

Closing:  I am glad that people got to express their opinion about this.  I think that it is very important that the person we pick can work well with their constituents.  Vote the piece up.

Vote:  Motion to pass the piece.  Second.  Motion fails.

e. F-07-11-10 A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A JOINT FACULTY SENATE – STUDENT SENATE ACTING COMMITTEE 

Questions: Jose:  I spoke with President Tullos and she wanted to make a friendly amendment to for the membership to be the Student Body President and four others.  I accept.

Debate:  Motion to end debate. Second.  Motion passes.

Closing:
Vote: Motion to pass F-07-11-10.  Second.  Motion passes unanimously.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. F-07-11-11 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY TO ADOPT A MEDICAL AMNESTY POLICY

Writer’s Questions – Senator Bullock and Senator Pitts – These two pieces are in conjunction with each other.  Stenger:  Have you met with any higher officials at SMU?  Pitts:  I have met with President Turner and Leon Bennett.  Tullos:  Were you aware that I have a friendly amendment to “Cox Undergrad Senator” and the word in the last resolved clause to the wording “encourage.”  Pitts:  I do understand you thoughts.  Slick:  Is this supposed to include drugs as well?  Bullock:  Yes, but we do want it to be seen as a case-by-case basis.  Zinkand:  Could you consider including the “previous” incidents include alcohol and drugs?  Pitts:  We will look into it.  Motion to end questions. Second. Motion passes.

b. F-07-11-12  A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE ADMINISTRTION OF 

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY TO ADOPT A “GOOD SAMARITAN” POLICY

Writer’s Questions – Done in conjunction with  F-07-11-11

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. None.

XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. None.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling





Student Body Secretary
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