MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

November 27, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:38 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Brauser
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	A

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	A

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Lensing
	A

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Meek-Beck
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Nerio
	A

	Senator North
	A

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Radcliff
	

	Senator Robinson
	A

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	A

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM  

1. David Messner – Social Chair for Pi Kappa Alpha – Pi Kappa Alpha Phillies and 40’s.  Please come.  We are raising money for a philanthropy to send a few people to Rawanda.  Kobler:  Who is performing?  Messner:  We have have a some great performers from MTV and around Dallas.  Tickets are $20.00 at the door.

2. Matt Walfish and Brianna Grippe – Sharpe Show – We are here to thank you for funding us up to standards.  There was some miscommunication about the dates the money was needed and we really would like to get this resolved.  It is an event that is put on every year and is a benefit for Bryan’s House as well.  Nerio:  Are this year’s costs as much as last year?  Walfish:  No.  It should be about $1,000 less than last year.  Bullock:  How many years has the Sharpe Show been put on?  Grippe:  Since 1991.  It is the senior show with others showcased as well.  Nerio:  Will you be looking for other funding?  Grippe:  Senate has always been our primary source of funding. 

3. Asian Council – Shawheen Molavi – I am going to read a letter that Asian Council Chair Daniel Lui has written.  I believe that Shakeel Mehdi is the best candidate for Asian American Senator.  I work with him weekly and hey would be a wonderful asset to this chamber.  In addition, Shakeel is a wonderful asset to the Asian American community and is extremely dedicated to representing his constituents.  Please let him.  Namdar:  Has Asian Council reached out to the three Asian Americans who already are Senators?  Molavi:  I think Daniel Lui offered an invitation for you to come to one of our board meetings.

4. Diana Garcia – President of LULAC – I just wanted to make sure that all questions and concerns have been dissolved about our organization.  We have full support from CHAS and the multicultural community

5. Joe Carreon – President of CHAS – It had been brought to my attention that some members of the chamber were worried about the similarities of CHAS and LULAC.  We are certainly different organization and can work hand in hand to better the Latino community and SMU as a whole.   

6. Fernando Salazar – I come before you in support of LULAC.  You all have helped me bring other great organizations on campus and hopefully you will bring LULAC as well.  This is an organization will really help the transition of high school students into the Latino community at SMU

7. Ray De los Santos – I am the regional advisor for LULAC in the North Texas region.  We are able to give a great number of scholarships to college students and work with many chapters at the high school level.  Jose:  Has any effort been made to sever ties from other extremist groups such as MECHA?  De los Santos:  We don’t have much of a relationship at all.  Bullock:  How would the national LULAC see the SMU LULAC organization in regards to awarding scholarships?  De los Santos:  Students at SMU would not be able to receive those scholarships if they were not chartered.  Bullock:  So why were the previous ones given?  De los Santos:  It was given with the intent that they will become chartered.  Tullos:  Would LULAC be able to be under CHAS as an umbrella organization?  De los Santos:  It would be very tricky.  Reiff:  Does the SMU organization have the power to choose which programs it partakes in?  de los Santos:  yes they would

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Students Sitting on Faculty Senate Committees – I talked to Dr. Evans and he said that he did not think that it is possible.

2. Dr. White and Dr. Cheeves coming to Senate next week!

3. Calendar Update – VP Peters, Secretary Dowling and I will be meeting with the Faculty Senate next Monday.

4. Task Force Update

5. Board of Trustees Meeting – I will be presenting what Senate has accomplished over the semester.

6. January 28th – We will be moved to the Hillcrest Room in the Law School

7. Senator Drake resigned today.

b. Vice President Peters:
1. 
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Attendance: 

i. Make sure you attend the next meeting.  If you have two absences, be aware. 

2. Minutes: Send in revisions on Friday at 5 pm.

3. Polos: Please wear your Polos

4. Student Code of Conduct:

i. We received three complaints against the committee’s code proposals.  The first complaint is on proposal number one on the greek relationship statement.  The committee voted to uphold the committee’s recommendation.

(1) Jose: Open floor to debate.  Seconded.  Passes.

(2) Jose: They essentially told me that this is a legal loophole.  The rewrite says…. (as quoted).  But that was the only reason that it was originally in the code.  This is way too broad originally and puts liability for SMU.  It is completely vague and very confusing.  I tried to address my concerns in my rewrite.  This new language needs to be clearer than last year’s language.  This will close the legal loophole for the university and do a lot of beneficial things.  I would like to hear other people’s opinions on this.  \

(3) Slick: There are lawyers that view the Student Code.  They have reviewed this and approve it.  They sa its okay.  It’s a fair thought to think that this might be a huge loophole for the university.  But on the other extreme, it would allow the university to be involved in everything that greek organiziations due.  My chapter does it own elections and process.   I think this statement is important to keep to have the individuality for each chapter.  

(4) Senator Johnson: I just wanted to say that I think that previous speakers’ have brought up the credibility of the committee that oversees this.  But I think that we would be basing it off of credibility not actual reasoning.  

(5) Dowling: With the new proposal, the committee did discuss that the new proposal was too specific and it would just limit it to membership.

(6) Parliamentarian Jose: I appreciate all the view points.  Makes me nostalgic of my debate days.  I want to address two points.  One, we should base it off the credibility of the Senate.  If so, there would not be a point to have a discussion and it would be a shame to not discuss it.  I have spoken it with two people of the original inclusion of the clause  One is a lawyer in three states.  I talked to a lawyer.  If you are a greek member, this should .  One of the comments would be that this would allow more university power.  There are thirty three problems with the greek relationship statement and this statement.  The university has the last word on any other point on this issue.

(7) The university is already has the last word on this issue.  This issue has been addressed over and over.  I feel like this is .  This is a change that needs to be made.

(8) Senator Engel:  You want them to be able to enter into our chapters and allow them to make their own decisions.  Jose: The university has final jurisditation over everything else.  That was the orginal justification for this.  Engel: This is a personal decision.  The chapter is the one that has the final word.   Johnson: Move to consider.  Seconded.  Voted on.  Upheld committee’s recommendation

(9) Dowling: He submitted an additional addition to the second.  This is the proposed change.  This was considered as already considered suficialy.  Johnson: Move into debate.  Seconded.  Passes.  

Johsnon: Upon reading sec. 3.41 a….., That sentence you would think would cover all harassment.  It doesn’t clearly state what harassment is.  Therefore, I submitted the piece that sexual harassment is already defined.  I feel like this proposal affects my constituents.  I am strongly in favor of keeping this proposal in.

Dowling: 

Jose: I am very confused as to why the university would include sexual but not racial.  This is probably the two biggest issues to students on campus.  I am confused why they would include on over the other.  I think it’s a shame that we are preferancing one over the other.  If the intent, is to have a more general language.  I think its almost criminal to preface one sort of crime over another. Loghofer: I think its unfair to say that the university doesn’t care about racial harassment.  The committee spent a lot of time on this.  We saw that harassment of all kinds is covered by this.  First violence is a very real issue, that is speciality said issue.  Another reason why we don’t want to add this section we think its almost too specific.  What really concerns us is that it is too specific.  Racial harassment is the kind of issue that the university.  We are going to miss something at some point.  We want to be able to preserve the ability of judivial officers to have flexibility in this issue.

Senator Ali: This is specific but other issues can fall in there.  There are a lot of crimes against women but there is also a lot of things about racial harassment.  

Harassment: That part is also very vague and is too general.

Hanson: PPP

Pitts: Move to call the question.  Passes.

Dowling: Next one is against the voice violation.  This isnumber seven.  The committee decided to uphold the committee’s recommendation.  This is the complaint.  That is the first page.  Goodman: I am worried that someone has sensitive hearing and we are talking now.  What if it hurts someone’s ears?  Can they complain?  Pitts: Move into debate.  Committee’s Recommendation was upheld.

Dowling: The UJC proposal was taken off the table.  We gave it a negative recommendation.  The parts in red are the things that changed.  Content changed a bit.

We talked about this should be something that the student organizations should do themselves.  Bullock: POI: Committee’ Recommendation: Negative…

Old business.  Open debate.

Dowling: The committee thought the jest was very good but it was too specific and it was almost a two strikes and you are out.  The committee’s recommendation is a negative.  Bullock: Taking this to Chair Reiff.  Having proposed change, this could student leaders to a higher level.  Vote.  Recommendation Uphold.  Hanson: Motion to reconsider this.  Does not pass.

Chair Hinderland: PPP: Can I give Finance reports now?  

d. Assistant Dean Jones – Assistant Director Norris!

1. Celebration of Lights THIS Sunday 6:30 p.m.  Please come!  It is kind of sneaking up on us.

2. JJ will return next Monday!  Be nice if she is hobbling around.  

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. Cabinet
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. No report. 

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. Economics 101 – I brought in an article that is very pertinent to our tuition increases. I am bringing this up because I don’t want us to drop the ball on this issue since I am resigning next week.  When Christine Casey comes in next semester, please be sure to use this as a tool.  Please research this further.  Peters:  Do you have any ideas?  Jose:  The article goes into this more in depth.  It lists some areas where colleges are not worrying about their budgets and only worrying on bringing in more money.  Bullock:  Are you aware that SMU’s expenses are paid by tuition and fees only up until the spring?  The rest is made up from donations.  Peters:  Are you aware that this might be better seen by the SBOT Finance committee?  Jose:  Certainly.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) Habitat For Humanity

- Positive recommendation from the committee

(2) Field Hockey Club

- Positive recommendation from the committee

ii. Old Business:

(1) Saudi Student Organization

· Positive Recommendation 7-0-0

(2) Colleges Against Cancer

· Negative Recommendation 8-0-0

· There was discussion about keeping them in the probationary stage, but they do not meet the recommendation for this stage because they do not have enough members.

(3) LULAC

· Positive Recommendation 3-1-4

(4) Motion to vote on these in block. Second.  Motion passes.

(5) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation. Second. Motion passes.

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. Late Legislation Submissions

a. Senate Affiliate Program: Senator Thornley

· Move to view next semester – 4-0-0

b. Faculty Senate-Student Senate Joint Committee: Parliamentarian Jose

· Move to view toaday – 3-0-1

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Asian American Senator

2. The committee received 5 complaints about the committee’s recommendation.  2 were confidential and 3 were not.  The committee is suggesting that Senate table this decision.  New motions can be made and debate can begin.  Motion to open the floor for debate.  Second.  Motion passes

Debate:  Zinkand:  I do not feel that it is fair to Mr. Mehdi to table this, whether we vote him up or down.  I do not feel that we should change our last vote.  I think it makes us seem as if we are pushovers.  It would send a negative precedent.  I feel that we have burned bridges and I hope that we can mend them.  Eaton:  We do have a few other candidates we have interviewed.  Hanson:  I do not see any reason that we should not table the committee’s recommendation.  It will not push this to next semester.  Kober:  We do not need to go into the Christmas break and have not had an Asian American Senator.  Slick:  I feel that it would be more fair to Shakeel to interview other candidates.  Hayden:  Are the other candidates members of AC?  Eaton:  No.  Motion to call to question.  Second.  Motion passes.

Vote:  Motion to uphold the committee’s recommendation to table.  Second.  Motion passes.

d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey:

1. Happy Birthday to Vice President Peters!!!! 

2. Exit Report – I hope you all realize that this is a great committee and we have done great things.  The spirit behind this is for peers to help peers.  We are helping our fellow students stay here at SMU as students.  Please help contribute to it.  Also, I feel Chair Miller will do a great job next year.

3. We are writing thank you notes to all the donors from the event during Homecoming weekend.

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. Asian American Senator – Shakeel Mehdi came in to express his and the Asian American community’s concern for not having a representative in the chamber right now.  The committee felt that this is a big deal in that it affects the Asian American community and thus the SMU community.  Hanson:  Has anyone suggested using the SOOI program?  Kobler:  No.  

2. Peruna Poll – It officially began yesterday.  Please send it out to your constituents.
f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. Only a few more groups need to get their pictures in for the Senate profiles.  Lets get these done by next semester!

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) WISE

· Fund in full $300 - 8-0-1

(2) Senate Executive Committee

· Fund $0 – 8-0-0

· The committee wanted to see if there was something else we could do that might be cheaper.

(3) Sharpe Show

- Fund $1,576 – 7-0-0

- We were going to wait to give them the funds in the Spring semester, but they need the money because the show is in January

- Motion to view this as Old Business. Second. Motion passes.

- Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation. Second. Motion passes.

2. Old Business

(1) None

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. F-07-11-05 A RESOLUTION INSISTING THE UNIVERSITY USE CENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN FUND TO IMPROVE ACADEMICS.

· Motion to Table

· The only authors are leaving next semester, so please let me know if you would like to author it now.

b. F-07-11-04 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE FACULTY SENATE TO REINSTATE FALL BREAK DURING OCTOBER FOR THE 2008-2009 CALENDAR

Questions:  Motion to end questions.  Second. Motion passes.

Debate:  Tullos:  We need to have fall break!!!!  Motion to end debate.  Second. Motion passes.

Vote:  Motion to approve the piece of legislation. Second.  Motion passes unanimously.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. F-07-11-06 A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE STUDENT SENATE POLICIES (COMPLAINTS)

Questions:  Hanson:  We felt we needed a specific process to go through for complaints.  The finance committee has one, but we need one for the rest of the standing committees.  I do have a few amendments that will be made.  Tullos:  Would you be willing to consider adding a part that the complaint has to include a suggestion for a different alternative.
b. F-07-11-07 A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE STUDENT SENATE BY-LAWS (R&R)

Questions: Goodman:  Who has heard of R&R?  Good.  The R&R made a plethora of changes last year and I don’t want to see anyone going back and changing things we changed last year because the work would become redundant.  Tullos:  Is the purpose that the R&R committee can’t be called every year, or that you can’t change something that was changed last year?  Goodman:  We don’t need to change something that we changed the year before.  Tullos:  Would you reconsider reevaluating your wording in the piece?  Namdar: Isn’t the R&R committee an Ad Hoc committee that is only called when necessary?  Goodman:  Yes, but we don’t someone to all the committee for the exact same reason twice.  Bullock:  Isn’t this the point of Senate?  Goodman:  Yes. But we don’t want something changed two years in a row. 

c. F-07-11-08 A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE STUDENT SENATE BY-LAWS 

(RULES TRIBUNAL)

Questions:  Longhofer:  This is something that I mentioned all the way back at the retreat.  I think we need a third senator on the Rules Tribunal.  I appreciate it that Senator Goodman has taken the time to write this piece.  It is not the most pressing issue, but it is important to have.  Tullos:  Would you consider changing the name from the “Tribunal.”  Goodman:  Sure.  Johnson:  Could you explain why you would add another senator and not an officer?  Hanson:  This goes back to last year, when we noticed that the Executive committee was interpreting and enforcing the rules.  We wanted a separation of power.  Bullock:  Why could you not put a committee chair as a member?  Hanson:  They are not here for debate.
d. F-07-11-09 A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE STUDENT SENATE BY-LAWS TO REQUIRE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE TO INVITE THE MULTICULTURAL COORIDINATOR TO THE SPECIAL INTEREST SENATOR INTERVIEW

Questions:  I basically would like to see a multicultural advisor sit in on the interview of a vacancy of a special interest senator.  Hanson:  What is the reasoning for not allowing someone from a different college in those interviews as well?  Johnson:  The multicultural community is much more knit together.  Longhofer: Have you met with any of the advisors about this?  Johnson:  No.  Jose:  Don’t you think that it should be kept in Senate for us to decide who is in Senate?  Johnson:  You have to determine whether the person will work well with Senate and their constituents.  Jose:  Where is the line for determining where outside interests affect Senate?  Johnson:  The community is more intimate and close knit.  It is a community and not a school. Motion to end questions. Second.  Questions ended.
e. F-07-11-10 A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A JOINT FACULTY SENATE-STUDENT SENATE ACTING COMMITTEE

Questions:  Jose: Hopefully this could be something that I can leave as my legacy.  The bad part about our separation from the Faculty Senate is that we don’t know what either of the two are working on.  Hopefully this could send a louder message if we jointly ratified a piece of legislation.  Hanson:  Would you consider amending some wording?  Jose:  Yes.  Tullos:  Would you consider adding the other SBO’s and the Student Concerns Chair?  Jose:  Yes, I will consider it.  I wanted to keep it smaller, but I will be open to consider it.  Tullos:  Are you aware that the Faculty Senate members would include their executive committee?  Jose:  Yes.  We did discuss this. Motion to end questions.  Second.  Motion passes.
X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. Endorsing changes to the Student Code of Conduct: Senator Goodman

XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Jose:  On Friday at 6:30, there will be a campus wide worship service at David Lutrell and David Fultz’s house.  Please come.

b. Hanson:  Come to CRU and Celebration of Lights

c. Tullos:  If anyone would like to help with mine, Bethany, and Lamar’s child for Celebration of Lights, please let me know!!!

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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