MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

November 13, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:34 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	A

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Brauser
	A

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Lensing
	

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Meek-Beck
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Nerio
	

	Senator North
	

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Radcliff
	

	Senator Robinson
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	

	Chair Hinderland
	A

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM  

1. Daniel Liu- Chair of Asian Council – I have served the Asian Council since my first year.  I want to come and dispel some of the rumors that I have heard involving the Student Senate and Asian Council.  We will NOT be asking any member of Senate to step down from their position.  We would love for more of you to attend more of our events and become more involved with Asian Council.  Also, I am deeply saddened that it has been such a lengthy process in filling the Asian American Senator Seat.  This is a very vital bridge for the Student Senate and the Asian American community to work together.  I hope that we can approach this process with urgency the next time that this may happen.  By actually coming to an Asian Council meeting and announcing the vacancy would certainly improve the advertising for the vacancy.  I do support Shakheel Mehdi as becoming Asian American Senator and would like to extend an invitation to all of those who have applied for the position to come and meet with the Asian Council board and become involved in our community.  Nerio:  How do you go about advertising your organization to the Asian American community?  Liu:  Anyone who has filed with the university as an Asian American can be contacted through our organization.

2. Megan Knapp – Health Educator – I just joined the SMU community three months ago to work on informing the student body about health issues that might come up as a college student.  Please let me know if you need me for anything.  I can get together presentations and events if you or your organization sees a need for it.  The Peer Advising Network is an organization that will be coming through the chartering process and is under my position now.  Hayden:  Have you seen the need for funding for the Health Center and your position as well?  Knapp:  Certainly.  I do not even have a budget right now.  There are certain programming needs that need to be filled.

3. Diana Garcia – President of LULAC – You received a packet through your e-mail this week that explains more of what we do.  We are coming up for a Temporary Charter.  We hope that we can be a bridge between the Latino community within the Dallas area and SMU.  Please let me know if you have any questions.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:
1. Megan Knapp: Health Educator

2. Inauguration of Senator Robinson and Senator Radcliff

3. Tuition Increase/Dedman Fees – They have not come up with the official figure for next year, but it will be presented at the December board meeting.

4. Meal Plans – Julie Wickston said that they have not began seeing those proposals yet.  They will let us know once that starts.

5. Centennial Campaign – VP Cheeves will be attending one of our last Senate meetings to discuss this.
6. Fall Break – We will see legislation on this later in the meeting.  VP Peters and Secretary Dowling met with the Faculty Senate Executive committee about this yesterday and it went very well.
7. Lunch with President Turner and Dr. White – A few representatives had a great meeting today.
b. Vice President Peters:
1. 
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Student Code of Conduct

i. I have received two complaints.  We are meeting on Thursday at 4:00 pm.  We have those complaints.  We will be presenting those on Tuesday after our break.

2. Polos for New Senators

i. Once we get everybody for next semester, we will be getting the rest of the polos because it is costly for shipping.  Beginning of next semester, 

ii. Michael Goodman: Motion to Table? Can I hand you my complaint? Come talk to me later.  Two complaints are on there with Judicial taken off the table.

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. Dawn Norris is sitting in today.

2. I will be helping Senate while JJ is out.  Let me know if you need anything.

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. Cabinet at the end of the committee reports.

f. Speaker Seikaly
1. No report. 

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. As many of you know, I will be resigning at the end of the semester due to class scheduling conflicts next semester.  I strongly support Senator Zinkand for my position.  I hope that you do too.  We will be electing a new Parliamentarian at the last meeting this semester.  

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:
(1) Saudi Student Association.

· Positive Recommendation 7-0-0 for Probationary Charter

· They are to promote friendship within the Saudi community and promote relationships in the SMU Community.  Thornley:  Will they be under an umbrella organization?  Reiff:  They will be under the Asian Council.

(2) Colleges Against Cancer

· Negative Recommendation 0-8-0 for a Temporary Charter

· When they met, they explained that the only members were their executive team.  They only had a call list of other names that they could contact.

· They had not held an event aimed at organization growth.  

· They did not seem like they had a vision or drive to hold any larger events.

· Kobler:  Did you consider allowing them to come back in a few weeks?  Reiff:  I don’t think we can keep them in Probationary Charter.  The goal of Probationary is to really prove yourself as an organization, and we feel they have not.

(3) LULAC
· Positive Recommendation 3-1-4 for Temporary Charter
· The committee was afflicted which is the reason for so many abstentions.  
· The committee is worried about the similarities between this and CHAS.
· LULAC does have strong national ties and creates a connection for high school students.  
· Our main concern is why they need to be a separate entity.  They explained that they needed the benefits of the national organization.
· Nerio:  Are there any other organizations that are similar as well?  Reiff:  Yes.  Thornley:  Do you know how many of the members are in both CHAS and LULAC?  Reiff:  Half of the members are overlapping.  Tullos:  Would LULAC be able to be recognized by the national organization if it was not chartered, but chartered through its umbrella organization.  Reiff:  They need to be officially recognized in order to receive scholarships.  Hayden:  What is the concern about political motives behind the national organization?  Reiff:  They local chapter has the authority to hold whatever events it would like.
ii. Old Business:

(1) None:

b. Executive – President Tullos:

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:
1. Positive Recommendation for Shakheel Medhi.  We decided to go ahead and fill the position.  There were two other applications received yesterday afternoon.  I had already sent in the positive recommendation and the committee felt that we would not be fair in taking away recommendation.  Mauldin:  Why would you not want to wait and interview the other applicants?  Eaton:  We felt that this would mean we would not be able to have an Asian American senator the entire semester.  We gave him an initial positive recommendation and we do not want to take that back.  We feel he is qualified and would always work in the best interest of the Senate.  Hanson:  What was the vote?  Eaton:  3-0-0.  Bullock:  Is this the same complaint process as last time?  Jose:  Yes.  The complaint can either be on the person or the process.  The deadline is by Friday at 5:00 p.m.  Eaton:  I do want to stress that the questions we asked him were very in-depth and discussed the possible bridges that might have been burned and how to reunite our communities.  We also talked about fact that there is a lot of controversy with this situation.  I think he answered the questions very well.  He realizes that the situation might not have been handled in the best manner possible.  Hayden:  Are you aware that I was elected Chief of Staff and it took seven weeks to fill my position?  Johnson:  Where does it say that the Membership Committee can only be Senate members?  Eaton:  It was changed last year in the Senate By-Laws.  Namdar:  Can we table this issue until you have time to interview the other candidates?  Eaton:  That is up to Senate.  Nerio:  Who are the other two applicants?  Eaton:  I can get those to you.  This has been an issue that has been very openly discussed within the Asian American community.  Nerio: Can you tell me why Mr. Mehdi’s name was put into the Dvwali programs as a Senator?  Eaton: Yield to Mr. Mehdi:  My Secretary of ISA put it in the program going off of information in the Daily Campus.  Slick:  Motion to extend time by 5 minutes.  Second.  Motion passes.  Motion to end questions.  Second.  Motion passes. 
2. Open Seats: Engineering, Cox, Dedman I, Education Seat, Hispanic American Seat, Student Concerns Vice Chair
d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey: 

1. The event went very well.  Thanks to all those who helped and attended.  We had about $2,000 of donations with some prospects.

2. Our next thing is to send out follow up letters.  This looks really promising.  We are tying up things for the rest of the semester.  Peters:  Did you all know that Chair Manthey and the rest of the committee did a wonderful job.  Thank you all!

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:
1. Peruna Poll - We put it up yesterday.  An email will be sent to the entire student body the week we get back.  Committee is working on targeting specific groups.  Spread the word!  Thanks again for everyone’s input and ideas.
f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1.  We decided that it might be a good idea to exchange a picture of yourself for an office hour.  We want to get things done.  We have a camera today if you would like to take a group picture.  

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) SAMSA – Brother’s Keeper

· Motion to fund in full ($1500) 13-0-0

(2) Greek Affairs – LIFE Retreat

· Motion to fund in part ($6000)

· Bullock:  This was brought up last year.  What is the change in this request?  Hinderland:  It was primarily an IFC event.  Bullock:  What about their checking account?  Hinderland:  They have about $30,000 in the account.  The way it was presented, they viewed it as it was going to happen whether or not Senate completely funded this.  Hayden:  What about food?  Hinderland:  We did not fund for it.  That will have to come out of their checking.

2. Old Business
(1) Student Comptroller

· Motion to table 10-0-1

(2) Motion to view items 4 & 5 in block.  Second.  Motion passes.

(3) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes.

(4) MGC

· Motion to fund in full up to standards ($2,535) 13-0-0

(5) Sharp Show

· Motion to fund in part up to standards ($507) 13-0-0
(6) SAMSA Vans – We have found money to fund another van!  We have a copy revenue account.  We can also take money out of the accounts from the unfilled positions of the accountant and administrative assistant.

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. F-07-11-05 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE FACULTY SENATE TO REINSTATE FALL BREAK DURING OCTOBER FOR THE 2008-2009 CALENDAR YEAR
b. Authorship Speech:  Tullos:  There are two options presented.  I just got an e-mail from Jim Collins and he wrote that it will not be possible to start two days earlier for next year, but switching the days of the break is certainly possible.  Longhofer:  I thinks this is fitting that we are bringing this up now.  We have gone 54 days without a break.  While it might seem trivial, it is something that might affecting all of our constituents.  Kobler:  The Student Concerns Committee has seen this come up quite a lot.  Not having a break in the middle of the semester is really hard on students.  
c. Questions:  Bullock:  Do we need to change the dates incase that it doesn’t change for the next year?  Tullos:  After speaking with Professor Collins, it is possible to be changed for next year.  Pitts:  Would it be possible to go two days later instead of starting earlier?  Tullos:  After meeting with the Faculty Senate Executive Committee, it did not seem that they would be in favor of this.  Johnson:  Have you all asked First Year students about their ideas about Fall Break?  Briceno:  I know many of my friends have taken their own Fall Break.  Thornley:  Motion to end questions.  Second.  Motion passes.
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. F-07-11-05 A RESOLUTION INSISTING THE UNIVERSITY USE CENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN FUNDS TO IMPROVE ACADEMICS.
b. Authorship Speech:  I would like to move to table this piece since VP Cheeves will be meeting with us.  Pitts:  Motion to end questions. Second.  Motion passes.  Motion to table.  Second.  Motion passes.   
X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. None.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Hayden:  Please come to Mr. University, which myself and Associate Chair Montesi will be participating.

b. Nerio:  Please go to the SF website and sponsor a child for Celebration of Lights. 

c. Longhofer:  Come to Drugs, Booze, and SMU tomorrow in the HT Commons at 11:30.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:22 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary



PAGE  
1

