MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

November 6, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:36 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Ali
	A

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Brauser
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	

	Senator Engel
	A

	Senator Errichetto
	A

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	A

	Senator Lensing
	

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Matthews
	A

	Senator Mauldin
	A

	Senator Meek-Beck
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Nerio
	

	Senator North
	

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Slick
	A

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	A

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	A

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	A

	Associate Chair Montesi
	

	Chair Reiff
	A

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM  

1. Shakeel Mehdi – I just wanted to thank all the senators and executive committee for coming to Dvali.  ISA really appreciates it.

2. Senator Thronley and Senator Pyron – Thornley:  We both met with Julie Wickston, Aramark, and Dr. McClinton.  They are interested in the idea of turning Java City into Starbucks.  However, it would cost over $350,000 to do this.  It is a goal in the future, but we could not do this immediately.  Pyron:  Dr. McClinton is really looking to create HT into a place where students want to hang out.  She is looking into having a gaming night.  Pitts:  Is there any way that Java City would consider serving Starbucks coffee but keeping the Java City name.  Pyron:  It was considered, but there is the issue of legality and Starbuck’s requirements.  Goodman:  Would the gaming tournaments be open to the SMU community as a whole?  Pyron:  Certainly.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:
1. Inauguration of Senator Tuttle

2. Meeting with Dr. White - 

3. RFoC – I did e-mail Julie Wickston about the meetings for re-contracting dining services.  They have not held the meeting yet but will let me know when they do.

4. Task Force Update – There is a meeting on Friday.  The minutes and comments about the Town Hall Forum will seen at this meeting.

5. Student Senate’s Top 5 and where we are! – I want to help us see the big picture.  We have had numerous speakers throughout the semester, letting us address many issues we have been concerned with.  We are heading towards the end of the semester.

b. Vice President Peters:
1. If you want help with legislation, please see me

2. One-on-Ones
3. Senator Ordner – I want to get working on a piece of legislation for getting a listserve for my constituents.  I have been told it is a privacy issue, but I think that there should be a way we can directly communicate with them.  I am still working on gathering information.  Goodman:  I have some ideas about this as well.  Please contact me.  Zinkand:  Are you aware that it is different by school, Engineering is actually allowed to do this. 
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Student Code of Conduct – committee met on Friday for two hours, complaint deadline next Tuesday at 5, we’ll table them next week

a. Proposal 1: Strike 5.01(a).  

b. Proposal 2: Hayden: Is this just a nuisance? Shafer: No, just doesn’t happen, don’t know why it’s here.  Kobler: Third parties, who’s that?  Shafer: That’s university policy.

c. Proposal 3: No questions.

d. Proposal 4: Hayden: Do you have the opening portion that addresses racial harassment? Longhofer: I do.

e. Proposal 5: Goodman: Where in the bylaws is it?  Dowling: It’s not.

f. Proposal 6: Johnson: What’s a hookah?  Hayden: Is this to just allow or to smoke?  Dowling: Just allowance.  Namdar:  Is it banned?  Dowling: Yes.

g.  Proposal 7: Hanson: How is noise handled now? Williams: Handled through UP.  Is this a clarification or enforcement?  Just a clarification.  Goodman: How do we gauge noise disturbance?  Dowling: Outlined in the following section.  Zinkand: This doesn’t add procedures?  No.  Does just one person have to claim nuisance to file complaint?  Yes.  Peters: Does this change punishment?  No.

h. Proposal 8: Jose: Quick sketch of meat of the issue?  Clarifies threat, stalking, intimidation.  Anita Ingram: SMU’s language compared to other institutions’ is very light, didn’t address threats, stalking, or intimidation.  Dowling:  Also defer to Legal on policy details.

i. Proposal 9: This was tabled in committee so reviewed later.

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. Senator attendance records
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. Next week is the LAST week to submit legislation! 

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. Kudos to the chairs and Senator Ordner for the contact information for his school. That is amazing especially because I haven’t put that much information into it.,

2. Because of the centennial campaign, his is the prime time for us to say that the have input in the administration.  How good would it say to say that student senate is active.  The university would want to brag on us.  Lets find stuff on major issues to improve the student body.  We could really have a big impact on this campus especially because of the centennial campaign.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

a. New Business:

(1) None

b. Old Business:
(1) Women’s Lacrosse Club

Positive Recommendation for temporary 6-0-0

(2) Tennis Club

Positive Recommendation for temporary 7-0-0

(3) Motion to view these in block. Second. Motion passes

(4) Motion to accept the committee’s recommendation. Second. Motion passes.
b. Executive – President Tullos:

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Andrew Robinson for Cox Senator – Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation. Second Motion passes.

2. I had two applicants for Asian American Senator.  We will be interviewing them as well.

d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey: 
1. The Scholarship Endowment Event is this Friday! 4:30-6:00p in Laura Lee Blanton's Leadership Hall.  101 RSVP’s for the event.  

2. Thank you to those Senators and Chairs who made calls for us.

3. For those attending the Event:

· Business professional (aka: suit, or next best thing)

· Nametags

· Come see me for a Senate Scholarship Program Cheat Sheet

4. Working out last minute logistics, minute details. Dr. Turner and Dr. Cheeves will be in attendence.

5. Development Chair Liotta and I met with VP Cheves. Also met with Dr. Siscoe.

6. Much thanks to Chair Liotta and her staff for all her work on the event. It will be amazing.
7. SCHOLARSHIP RECOMMENDATIONS-FALL 2007:
a. University Memorial Scholarship ($4,500.00): Katie J. Byers
b. James J. Saccacio Schoalrship ($4,500.00): Joshua Leal
c. Oaklawn Foundation Schoalrship ($3,000.00): Olivia Ybarra
d. Elizabeth Lee Evans Memorial Scholarship ($3,000.00): Aditi Preyadarshini
e. Robert Burrell Scholarship ($3,000.00): Rachael Morgan
f. Laura Kittinger-Class of 1984 Scholarship ($3,000.00): Aleksandra Dimitrovska
g. Nancy Underwood Graduate Scholarship ($3,000.00): Lori Viggiano
h. Willis Tate Academic and Scholastic Scholarship ($3,000.00): Calia Rodriguez
i. Total Amount Awarded: $27,000.00

j. Motion to view the recommendations in block. Second. Motion passes.

k. Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation. Second. Motion passes. 

8. Thank you to the entire scholarship committee-they are awesome. A special thanks goes out to Distribution Chair  Daugherty for all his hard work in coordinating this.
9. We held our interviews last Thursday. This was the best semester of applicants ever. It was humbling to sit before these people. The process was difficult and rewarding for those who chose. We were in interviews and deliberations until midnight!
e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. Peruna Poll – It will come out next Monday.  It will be online.  We will be sending out advertising for it.  Thornley:  Have you contacted Michael Hogan to get the word out?  Kobler:  Yes.

2. Fall Break – Anyone who is annoyed with this, President Tullos is working on legislation.

3. Good Samaritan Policy – We are trying to get legislation written about his by next Friday.
f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. We need pictures for Senator Profiles.  Thanks to Cox for already doing them.

g. Finance – Associate Chair Montesi:
1. New Business
(1) Student Comptroller

Motion to table 10-0-1

(2) MGC

Motion to fund in full up to standards ($2,535) 13-0-0

This is for money to attend a national conference in Chicago.  They feel this will help to make their organization stronger, meeting with other benchmark organizations.

(3) Sharp Show


Motion to fund in part up to standards ($507) 13-0-0

We have now taken this off the table.  They went and itemized the request.  They have also received funding from another organization in Meadows.  Jose:  Does anyone know what happens to all of these props that they ask for each year?  Montesi:  We didn’t fund for costumes this year.  Those would be capital items.  

2. Old Business
(1) Motion to view these in block. Second. Motion passes

(2) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation. Second. Motion passes.

(3) Men’s Lacrosse

Motion to fund in full ($5,606) Passes 10-0-1

(4) ABS

Motion to fund in full ($580) Passes 10-0-1

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. F-07-11-03 A RESOLUTION INSISTING THE UNIVERSITY USE CENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN FUNDS TO IMPROVE ACADEMICS.

1. Questions: Parliamentarian Jose and Senator Hanson:  Stenger:  Is there a way you can change the word “insisting” to “urging.”  Jose:  There is a reason I chose that word.  Tullos:  How would you recommend Student Senate enforce that they have a voice on all committees?  Jose:  We can’t, that is why we are insisting.  We can’t tell the administration anything, so we must use words like “asking, urging, and encouraging.”  Longhofer:  What is your goal with this legislation.  Jose:  I want him to realize that we are not a rubber stamp congress.  We are the student’s voice.  I think the administration would be glad to have a student opinion on these committees.  Johnson:  Could I get more clarification on academic rigor?  Jose:  I didn’t include specific proposals on purpose.  I don’t know everything and don’t pretend to.  I want this money to go to academics, such as setting aside a fund to raise faculty’s salaries.  Nerio:  Have you contacted Trustee member Andrew Galloway?  Jose:  I have not, but I am waiting to hear back from Ronnie Lowenfield, who is on the DEA committee.  Thornley:   Is the point of the legislation to do what the title says or the resolving clause?  Jose:  I think the title is all encompassing.  The two last resolve clauses are specific actions that can be taken.  Hanson:  I think the last resolve clause is the most important statement.  Stenger:  Can you change around the grammar of one of the last lines?  Jose:  I will look at it.  Briceno:  What are the other areas the university would be giving this money to?  Jose:  They would go from buildings to athletics to many other areas around the university.  Manthey:  What are you hoping to gain from this piece of legislation?  Jose:  Honestly, I am not very hopeful.  The university rarely seeks the Student Senate’s opinion about many vital issues.
X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. The Daily Campus:  Parliamentarian Jose

1. Questions:  Jose:  I would encourage you all to apply for and write as Editor-and-Chief of the Daily Campus.  It is not the DC’s fault that they run out of material to produce for the daily paper, but some things they produce are not run correctly.  Thornley:  What are you trying to get out of this?  Jose:  I want to get your opinions about what you think about the DC.  Bullock: Could you send out an e-mail to the Senate listserve so you can gather more information?  Jose:  I think this is the best time.  Pitts:  Are you complaining about the number of wired stories?  Jose:  Certainly not.  Every paper produces wired stories.  It is not completely the DC’s fault.

2. Debate:  DC Represenative:  If you would like to get information to us, the best way is to send a letter to the editor.  Thornley:  I think the issue might be manpower.  We need more students to write without getting paid.  Hanson:  I have been disappointed with the DC during my time here.  I don’t think it is the culture, but the way the paper is run.  We have to prove that the paper is “fair and balanced.”  Students have seen over time that there is a biased within the leadership of the paper.  Zinkand:  Criticism makes us better.  With everything they have said this year, they have made us better.  I don’t want Senate to be a part of swaying their views on stories.  Tullos:  Have you looked into the concern of alcohol related ads within the paper, considering that is one of our Top 5 issues? Jose:  I have not realized that concern.  Goodman:  I would like to see more issues brought up about Senate within the paper.  We want the student body to see more about what we are doing and be more visible.  There needs to be more coverage of Senate.  Nerio:  I think Mark Norris should come in and we could talk about some of these issues.  Ordner:  I feel that sometimes the titles of the pieces are too swayed and discourage student involvement.

3. Closing:  Jose:  We need to have more student involvement and have student concerns represented within the DC.  We need to help them to become a better paper.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Thornley:  While I was at the Health Center last week, Dr. Merril and I got to discuss the Wellness program.  They will actually be holding classes within the Health Center!!

2. Goodman:  Students for New Learning made a video that is on our website.  Go and watch it.  

3. Tullos:  If you have interest working on legislation, please talk to myself and Chair Kobler.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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