MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

October 30, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:33 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Brauser
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	A

	Senator Lensing
	

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Meek-Beck
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	A

	Senator Narvaez
	A

	Senator Nerio
	

	Senator North
	

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	A

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM  

1. Shawheen Molavi – Asian Council.  I wanted to bring about some issues that have recently arisen.  We feel that communication processes between our two organizations has been faulty.  We need this to be looked at.  We feel that our voice is not being heard.  We had a candidate who applied for the vacant Asian American seat who did not get approved by the Senate.  In regards to the candidate who applied, he had our full support and still does.  Goodman:  Are you aware that the Senate meetings are open to the public?  Molavi:  Yes.  Jose:  I would like to yield my time to Chair Eaton in regards to how the application process was handled.  Eaton:  We did go through our normal application and advertisement processes.  We only had one applicant.  The process was followed correctly.  Jose:  How active was Asian Council in trying to find a replacement for the seat?  Molavi:  We were very active in doing this, approaching each organization within Asian Council.  Kobler:  I just want to let you know that you have numerous opportunities to voice your concerns to Senate.  From the concerns box at the Mane Desk, to our open meetings each week.  Molavi:  Our means of communicating with Senate is our represented member.  With that seven week breakdown, we didn’t have proper communication.  Johnson:  Are you saying that you all should play a very large role in the selection process of your elected representative?  Molavi:  Yes.  Bullock:  No other candidates have currently applied, correct?  Molavi:  Yes.  I’m sure that others are interested, because others decided not to apply so that the qualified person could take the seat.  Ali:  Who ran for the seat in the general elections?  Molavi:  Alan Lin.  Jose:  Is it possible that the seat has gone unfilled because no one else wants the seat, and not that Senate “dropped the ball.”  Molavi:  We felt that Mr. Medi was very qualified.  Communication was a large issue.  

2. Shakiel Mehdi – Indian Students Association President – I would like to thank everyone who has come here to support me.  I stand here as a common student here at SMU who is representing minorities here on campus.  I personally do now realize why I was tabled then and voted down.  I want to ask you.  If Asian Council deems me qualified to represent them, I do not understand why I was not elected Asian American Senator.  What is the reason that I am not allowed to represent the Asian Americans?  We have no representation within Senate at this point.  If the reason was for personal reasons or you did not think that I was qualified, that is very wrong.  Thornley:  Are you aware that we fill seats when we have openings mostly by word of mouth, not by sending out e-mails to the different schools or interest seats? Mehdi:  Well maybe that should be the case.  Mauldin:  Are you aware that just by Asian Council supporting you does not mean that you will automatically be given the seat.  Mehdi:  I would not be here if I did not know this.  Kobler:  Are you aware that you do have an opportunity for your voice to be heard through the Student Concerns Committee?   Mehdi:  Yes.  But would you be actively representing student concerns if you were not chair of the Student Concerns Committee?  Jose:  Why didn’t more students apply for this seat?  Mehdi:  I don’t think that Senate advertised for this position enough.  Word-of-mouth did not work.  Jose:  It has been said that Asian Council did a good job in promoting the Asian American seat.  However, you are saying that we did not advertise for the position correctly?  Goodman:  I am confused. Was this advertised to others Asian American students, not on Asian Council?  Mehdi:  That is what I should be asking you.  Goodman:  Motion to extend Speaker’s Podium by 10 minutes. Second. Motion passes.  Zinkand:  What is preventing Asian Council from nominating another candidate.  Bullock:  Have you ever applied to for something and not received it?  Mehdi: Yes.  Bullock: What are you wanting from today?  Mehdi: I want answers for why I was not voted in.  Moon:  Are you aware that when a student is elected, there can be no dispute on that person, it is only decided by votes by students.  Mehdi:  I do understand that.  Ali:  I know that you feel that Asian American’s are underrepresented on Senate, but can you not help try to fill the seat?  Molavi:  I think that there is some misunderstanding in regards to the number of applicants.  There were more people who were interested.  Ali:  I just wanted to let you know that I am an Asian American student who is not on Asian Council and is on Student Senate.  Thornley:  Do you think that perhaps there is a feeling within the chamber that you might have deeper interests in ISA instead of AC?  Mehdi:  I sit on Asian Council, thus helping represent the Asian Community.  Bullock:  Is it better to have a less qualified student represent Asian Council than not having a voice at all.  Mehdi:  In all honesty, I do have the best interest of Senate in heart.  You all set a standard for the future.  Please keep that in mind.

3. Dr. Gary Evans – President of Faculty Senate – I was asked to come here by President Tullos.  Some of the things that we are discussing is the Bush Library Complex, substance abuse, affordability, and curriculum rigor.  Just as a not, I never feel that I am speaking for all faculty at SMU.  One of my personal concerns is affordability of an undergraduate education.  We have so many students leaving here in huge debt.  Admissions standards are very important and concerns with school rankings, as well as thoughts of too much emphasis on it.  We are looking at racial and gender equity within the students, as well as within the faculty.  Bullock:  What is the opportunity of us adding back the Fall Break?  What are the sentiments of the Faculty/Staff.  Evans:  The idea of a Fall Break is actually quite new.  I was told by a member of the Calendar Committee that in years past, the Senate had asked to have the Fall Break during Thanksgiving break.  One issue that comes up is problems with lab scheduling.  You can send resolutions to the committee as well.  Kobler:  Is the Faculty Senate aware of the Good Samaritan Policy that is being discussed?  Evans:  I have spoken with the Chief of Police is the thought that if you are breaking the law, you really can’t get off the hook.  I don’t really have any special information.  Goodman:  Could you discuss the process of you meetings, especially if students want to attend?  Evans: I am actually not sure of what our constitution says and if students can come.  Let me get back to you so that I can find out.  Goodman:  Who handles University Policy?  Evans:  We have an Academic Policies committee.  Please check the website.  Longhofer:  What are your thoughts about SMU’s academic rigor and it’s implications?  Evans:  There are those concerns.  Also, class schedule is a problem in which students don’t have classes on Friday.  I am neutral on this issue.  Speaking of rigor, we need to make sure that we are giving you the value for your money.  Engel:  Are you aware of some of the topics that Student Senate is bringing up?  I feel that our communication could be better.  Evans:  I really do agree.  It gets easy to put our blinders on and just worry about the next paper or proposal.  Tullos:  Could you tell me about your talks within the Faculty Senate about the Bush Library Complex?  Evans:  Most people are worried about the institute.  I am from the Engineering Department and most of the issues that arise deal specifically within the History and Political Science Department.  Most faculty that this directly relates to are how the Complex will be connected to the university.  Moon:  Have you all discussed the issue that finals are on Saturdays.  Evans:  Not really.  Most all institutions that I have been apart of have had Saturday finals.  Not having Saturday finals would hinder the graduation process of checking to make sure that degree requirements are met.  What are your issues?  Moon:  I just think it is strange.  Stockham:  What are the sources of research on campus?  Evans:  SMU typically has a view as a liberal arts school, not involved with research.  However, there is a strong move by the university to become more involved with research.  Longhofer:  What is the view of Faculty Senate about athletics?  Evans:  Some thoughts are that universities must give a spot to an athlete by taking away one from someone who might be a more academically minded.  One concern is that faculty don’t want their classes to be viewed that ones that athletes take to get by.  Money is certainly an issue as well.  

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:
1. Meeting with President Turner – We met last Friday.  We had great discussions.
2. Task Force Update – We had a good response.  We are sending over the minutes to the committee so that they have all the information we received from the event.  They are now starting to analyze the information they have gathered.

3. Bullock:  Did Mr. Mehdi come and talk with you in the past two weeks?  Tullos:  No.

b. Vice President Peters:
1. One-on-Ones

c. Secretary Dowling:
1. Student Code of Conduct – 9 revisions submitted, committee meets this Friday, presented to Senate next Tuesday.  Good quality, mucho bueno.

2. Mission Statement – yay.  Does everyone know what we’re doing? Longhofer: Can we call an ad hoc committee on it?  That’s a possibility, but we wanted everyone’s input I’m going to send out an email next week, spend some time thinking about it, fools.  Friday at 5.

3. Absences – please send by FRIDAY AT 5. 
4. Join Senate on access! Takes two seconds
d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. Cabinet Today!
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. No report. 

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. No report.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:
(1) Women’s Lacrosse Club

Positive Recommendation for temporary 6-0-0

(2) Tennis Club

Positive Recommendation for temporary 7-0-0
ii. Old Business: Motion to view in block. Second. Motion Passes.  Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation. Second. Motion passes.
(1) Robotics Club

Positive Recommendation for temporary status 7-0-1

(2) Markets and Culture Club

Positive Recommendation for probationary status 7-0-0.

iii. Other:

(1) The Texas legislature just passed a bill that universities have to provide student organizations certain information.  We already do most of this, but we have to make sure that we are giving certain information to every student organization.
b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. None.

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. We would like to recommend Andrew Robinson for the other open Cox seat.  We will vote next week.

2. Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation for Lacy Radcliff as Dedman 1 Senator. Second. Motion was approved.

3. Zinkand: Has anyone else reapplied for the open Asian American Senator seat?  Eaton:  No.  Brauser:  I think that it seems a bit strange that over half of the people in the chamber don’t even understand why he was voted down.  I think that this is something we need to discuss.  Bullock:  Do you have any concerns about the advertising of open seats?  Eaton:  Honestly, we need to get the information out there but also fill the seat as quickly as possible.  

d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey: 
1. Event is on November 9!

2. Callbacks for interviews were on Monday

3. Interviews are on Thursday, you'll see our recommendations next week.

4. As of Friday, $1,600 in donations from invitation cards.

5. Finalizing logistics.  I meet with President Turner next week.

6. Call list: ~250 names, we'll distribute numbers and a script. You'll get an office hour for doing this.
7. Researching how we handed over our Endowment to the Treasurer's Office in 1995.
e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:
1. Peruna poll - Hopefully it will be out this week.  Please tell all of your friends and those you represent to participate.  Thank you all for your suggestions, it really helped.  Moon:  Who did you end up working with on getting this sent out?  Kobler:  I’m not sure. 

2. Town Hall Forum - Student Concerns Committee is still holding a general Town Hall Forum so that all needs of the student body, both big and tall, are heard.  Committee does not want to hold a forum like the Task Force Town Hall Forum.  Ideas for a more relaxed forum included a type of reception in the Hughes-Trigg Commons with delicious and enticing food and a suggestion to hold an open forum before a Senate meeting just where students would present issues and not have questions asked by Senators was also presented.

3. Task Force Forum Follow-up - Committee has heard much positive feedback from the forum.  Suggestions for future open forums included limiting those in attendance to one question and having members of a given committee, such as the Task Force, introduce themselves before the forum begins so that questions can be more direct.

4. Light the Night - Walk with admin. to find dark areas on campus.  Need emergency blue light stands.  Need lighting around residence halls to Dedman.  Goodman:  When will this take place?  Kobler: I’m not sure.  We are trying to work it out right now.  I will keep everyone updated.  Goodman:  Would you be open to Senate members e-mailing you to times that they would be free?  Kobler: Certainly.
f. Communications – Chair Clark:
1. Student Senate Profiles - Communications is going to take pictures during the recess today if you want to have yours taken then.  Cox is getting a group picture, so if that sounds like something the other schools would be interested in, then that's completely fine.  We're going to try to do something different for each group.  I'm definitely open to recommendations.
g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business
(1) Men’s Lacrosse

Motion to fund in full ($5,606) Passes 10-0-1

They need money for a tour of lacrosse games.  They are just needing the chartered bus.  Jose:  In terms of dollar amounts, what is the breakdown between the Senate and Chartered Organizations Fund?  Hinderland:  We have $63,000 with the Senate fund and over $70,000 in the Chartered Organizations Fund.  This is a considerable amount more than we usually have.  Hanson:  They have an invoice?  Hinderland:  It is a quote.

(2) ABS

Motion to fund in full ($580) Passes 10-0-1

This is money for a Thanksgiving Feast.  This is separate from the International Student Association’s Thanksgiving event.  They are moving this to The Varsity this year.  Hanson:  Can you explain how you defined this as a cultural event so that we can fund for it.  Hinderland:  Certainly.  This is something that is completely relevant to the United States.  The committee also felt that these were very conservative efforts.  They want this to be their “Big Event.”  Hanson:  More long term, are the food centric and cultural foods in the Finance Standards?  Hinderland:  It is actually in there.

(3) Student Comptroller

Motion to table 10-0-1

Senator Zinkand has helped us out on this.  We will not need this to be funded.

(4) Sharp Show
Motion to table

2. Old Business

(1) Motion to view items 3&4 in block. Second.  Motion passes

Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation. Second. Motion passes.

(2) Health Center

Motion to fund in full $1000 12-0-0

There was a complaint against the committee’s recommendation to fund the Health Center in full.  

Questions: The committee decided to uphold their recommendation because they felt this would not help the Health Center get their Cold Care Kits this year.  It might send a message to the administration, but maybe not the correct one.  Hanson:  How many years have we funded for this?  Hinderland:  I know at least for the last four.

Debate:  Hanson:  I feel that this falls under a student services area that is normally paid for out of tuition dollars.  Also, I don’t feel that it is correct that we pay for free samples for them to give out.  I don’t feel like we should be funding for something that students can get from their friends.  Zinkand:  I think we have to decide whether it is more important to send a message to the administration or to help a student who has a cold.  Goodman:  It seems that we are being used as a crutch somewhat.  Also, by looking at the bylaws, I doesn’t seem like it is incorrect to fund for a student need.  Call to question. Second. Motion passes.

Vote:  Motion to fund the Health Center $1,000.  Second.  The motion passes.

(3) Class of 2011

Motion to fund in full $150 10-0-2

(4) Delta Sigma Pi

      Motion to fund up to standards $363 10-0-2
h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

3. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. None.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Goodman:  I would appreciate it if you all would not be packing up.  Also, no one should be complaining about getting out too late.

b. Bullock:  Please all go call your Scholarship list.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 6:01 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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