MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

October 23, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:35 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE – extended in honor of Dr. Caswell’s passing.
III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	A

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Brauser
	

	Senator Briceno
	A

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	

	Senator Engel
	A

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Lensing
	

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	A

	Senator Meek-Beck
	

	Senator Melik
	A

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	A

	Senator Narvaez
	

	Senator Nerio
	

	Senator North
	

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM  

1. Senator Bullock – I would like to invite you to the Red, Blue, and You tent at the Boulevard before the Homecoming football game.  Please all stop by.

2. Speaker Seikaly – I am here to invite you to “Dan in Real Life” screening.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos
1. Town Hall Forum -  Thank you all to Chair Kobler and Chair Clark for great job and their hard work.  It was a great event!

2. Dr. McClinton Senatorial Forum – I think those were great ideas today in our Senatorial Forum.  Thanks so much!  Thornley:  Are you aware that the HTSC Governing Board just began talks about a community space for our students?  Tullos:  Great!

3. University Calendar – Garry Evans will be coming next week to talk about the changes with Fall Break

4. Meeting with President Turner THIS Friday
5. Exec Committee Meetings at 2pm on Mondays – Please let me know if you are coming.
6. Congratulations to JJ – She was elected at NPHC National President
b. Vice President Peters:
1. None
c. Secretary Dowling:
1. Student Code of Conduct – elections for two student senators.  Hanson: Open floor.  Passes.  Goodman: Nominate Hanson.  Hanson: Decline.  Goodman: Nominate Moon.  Moon: Decline.  Longhofer: Nerio. Decline.  Tullos: Slick.  Accepted. Zinkand: Longhofer.  Accept. Stockham: Close floor. Passes. Slick and Longhofer elected. Proposals due this Friday by 5.  Currently have 4, should see a lot more coming in.  Goodman: Open or closed meeting?  Closed.   Pitts: Are these changes or additions or what?  Anything you want.  Stenger: Do we have new constituent email list?  Not sure, VP Peters is in charge of that.

2. Mission Statement – maybe call it a “vision” statement.  Positive change.  Promoting.  Affect change.  Protect students’ rights.  Serving.  Communicate.  Activating.  Represent.  Unite.  Legislate.  Leading.

3. Roster – updated one sent out last week.  Email any corrections.

4. Polos – please wear polos on Tuesdays.  Thornley: can you email us Tuesday morning telling us what to wear?  Sure.

5. Absences – due Friday at 5, of course.

6. Senate Portrait – got cd from Hillsman.  Abbey Road photo is cool.
7. Join Senate on access! – print out waiver and bring to me by next week.
d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. 
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. No report. 

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. No report.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:
(1) Robotics Club - Positive Recommendation for temporary status 7-0-1.  They have 25 members.  They placed 11th at a competition in San Diego.  They are corporately sponsored by four different companies.  

(2) Markets and Culture Club - Positive Recommendation for probationary status 7-0-0.  They are now starting to meet and bring in speakers and working within the Sociology Department.
ii. Old Business:

(1) None:

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. None.
c. Membership – Chair Eaton:
1. Vote on Andrew Tuttle for Cox Senator – Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  The recommendation was approved.  

2. Interviewed 2 candidates for Dedman I: Lacy Radcliff and Brenden Marks.  Positive Recommendation for Lacy.  We will be voting next week.
3. Asian American Seat and 2 Education Seats available.
4. We will be interviewing for the Cox seat this week at our meeting.
d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey:
1. Screening process now going on for scholarship applicants, interviews November 1.  We will present them to Senate November 6.

2. Correction from last week: If you were approached to come to the Endowment Event, please let me know today if you are coming or not. At this point the student invite list cannot be open to all of Senate

3. Working on logistics for the event, we have our presentation schedule for the night of the event handed down from DEA

4. Talking with alumni about the event, they're really excited
5. Invitation follow-ups: We'll be coming to all of you to make a few phone calls here in the next few days to help us speed up the process of calling everyone who hasn't RSVP'd. You can do this during your office hours.

6. Today I had a request from a member of DEA who wanted documents about the conversion of the endowment into the Treasurer’s office.  I found the information in the PIFs!  I actually used them!

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:
1. Peruna poll – Suggestions?  Thornley:  Is it too late to add something about converting Java City to Starbucks?  Jones:  After last nights, could we ask students what they would like to have as alternatives to do on campus.  Zinkand:  Maybe a question about a restaurant?  Kobler: My goal is to have it online by Monday.

2. We have discussed having a Meet and Greet in the HT Commons instead of another Town Hall Forum.

3. Town Hall Forum

a. Feedback

1. What worked/what didn’t?  We really did have a good turnout!  Thornley:  Maybe you could suggest that people who spoke twice not speak again until everyone else has had time to ask questions.

2. Any suggestions for targeting and ads?

3. Any legislation that arose from the forum?
f. Communications – Chair Clark:
1. Student Senate Profiles - Send me a fun picture of you to: kaclark@smu.edu.  If you have questions let me know!  Don’t worry, you’ll look fabulous! I’ve already gotten a few.  Send me more than one if you are unsure if one works.  Reiff:  Should chairs send in pictures as well?  Clark:  I’m not sure if we will use them, but go ahead and send them in.  North:  Can senators get together and take pictures instead of having individuals?  Clark:  Sure!

2. Also, if you need anything like flyers or anything relevant from communications for senate, please don’t hesitate to ask!
g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business
(1) Health Center - Motion to fund in full $1000 12-0-0;  They are asking for Cold Care Kits.  They do include a packet that say funded by the SMU Student Senate.  Jose:  How soon is this money needed?  Hinderland:  They said as soon as possible.  Jose:  Is there anyone we can go to so that student organizations don’t have to pay for this?  Hinderland:  I do understand.  I just don’t know who else they can go to!  Kobler:  Have they considered using $1000 for a new piece of equipment instead of Cold Care Kits?  Hinderland:   Good point.  

(2) Class of 2011 - Motion to fund in full $150 10-0-2;  This is for a banner that would go to the Red, Blue, and You tent and will be used at every football game and event.

(3) Delta Sigma Pi - Motion to fund up to standards $363 10-0-2;  We had to bump the funding down because of fuel standards.  This is for a LEAD conference.  Nerio:  Did they ask for this in their budgets?  Hinderland:  We gave them hotels and registrations.  Hanson:  Have we sent them to any other conferences?  Hinderland:  At the end of the summer, we sent them to a national conference.

(4) Comptroller’s Office - Motion to table 10-0-1
2. Old Business
(1) Motion to view these in block.  Second.  Motion approved.

(2) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  The committee’s recommendation was approved.

(3) Environmental Society - Motion to fund in full $33 11-0-0.

(4) Student Comptroller - Motion to fund in part $200 11-0-0.
3. Other

(1) I have talked with Clayton and Mrs. Lydia about expanding the window in the Comptrollers office.  It is very small right now.

(2) Also, adding a door to the Senate office might be great!  More like a glass door, but something to cut down on the noise.  
(3) I am also looking into getting a new SAMSA van.  Nerio:  How much did the SAMSA van’s cost?  Hinderland:  Around $30,000 I believe.
(4) We have an investment fund right now and am looking into us possibly making another endowment.  
h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. Hughes-Trigg Student Center

Dr. McClinton, Senator Thornley, and Senator Narvaez – Dr. McClinton – We are excited because Hughes-Trigg is celebrating its 20th Birthday is tomorrow and we will be having cake, prizes, and speakers.  We are here today to listen to you and what you think about improvements to our student center.  We have synergy working with Aramark, Program Council, and Dr. White.  I am currently learning about the budget, and the large majority of the money we spend is for staff to be here while the building is open.  If no one is here, this is a waste of money.  Johnson:  Do you have any insight to why late night activities within HT have failed?  McClinton:  I think a large part is due to the university culture and the location being in Dallas.  At Washington and Lee, we had similar problems.  We had good attendances and bad, but we were consistent.  I think that is extremely important.  It is all about having options.  Hanson:  How did the food vendors decide to put Pizza Hut in HT?  McClinton:  That is an Aramark decision.  Kobler:  What are your thoughts of a pub on campus, probably within the Varsity?  McClinton:  I will refer back to Dr. White.  It think that it might be a possibility.  Goodman:  Do you know if anyone has looked into having timed locks into Java City?  McClinton:  It is open 24/7.  Goodman:  What about having it only open to SMU students?  McClinton:  Those types of locks are very expensive.  We have been fortunate not to have any vandalism.  Meek-Beck:  I do appreciate your new ideas.  I think that the Student Center being open later would help, considering most of our free time comes later in the evening.  McClinton:  I really am open to suggestions.  Zinderland:  Would it actually be feasible to have a full service restaurant?  McClinton:  I was actually in a meeting this afternoon where that idea came up.  Narvaez:  The issue with the specific area of having a restaurant in the Varsity is not having a space for a kitchen.  Longhofer:  If we received money for improvements for HT, what would you like to see?  McClinton:  We need a common space for students.  We need more meeting spaces for student organizations, more computer kiosks.  North:  Could we get a bowling ally?  Many campuses have them.  Jose:  Is it true that HT was structurally built for a 4th floor but there was not enough money to finish it out?  McClinton:  Bob Casagrande would be the contact.  Pyron:  Have there been any talks about changing Java City to Starbucks?  McClinton:  Basically, Aramark has been working to bring administrators together to show their findings of student’s wants and needs.  This is what happened with the Pizza Hut.    

b. University Calendar – President Tullos and Associate Chair Montesi

Questions:  Tullos:  This is in regards to not having a Fall Break.  Students feel that they are tired without a break from the beginning of the year until Thanksgiving.  Montesi:  Many of our benchmark universities do have Fall Breaks.  We will be gone for a week, then be back for just over two weeks before finals.  Bullock:  When would this be implemented?  Tullos:  It would not be for next year.  The calendar is already in place.  Bullock:  I was told by my professor, who is the chair of the calendar revisions committee for the Faculty Senate that he was in favor of having a Fall Break.  Other professors were upset about having students skip the Monday and Tuesday before the Thanksgiving break.  

Debate:  Montesi:  I do really think that we need to have a Fall Break.  We need to have some sort of a “sanity week.”  Thornley:  Could we possibly have the Fall Break and the full week of Thanksgiving off, just adding the two days to starting earlier?  Goodman: Could we work out how two of the days are taken from our weather days?  Peters:  I think we need to stress the importance of a break, not the full week for Thanksgiving.  I got sick that week and really needed the days off.  Pitts:  Could we get this changed for next year, if we showed how upset we were about this?  Tullos:  Possibly.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Stenger – The advertising department is asking for you all to participate in a focus group.  There is an incentive.  Please e-mail me if you would like to come!

2. Goodman – Please pick up your trash when you leave.

3. Hanson – I would like to invite everyone to come to CRU tomorrow night.  We will have Pokey O’s.
XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 6:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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