MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

October 16, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:33 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	A

	Vice-President Peters
	A

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	A

	Senator Brauser
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	A

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Lensing
	A

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Matthews
	A

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Meek-Beck
	A

	Senator Melik
	A

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Narvaez
	

	Senator Nerio
	

	Senator North
	

	Senator Norvell
	A

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	A

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Zinkand
	A

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Manthey
	A

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	A

	Vice-Chair Venz
	


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM  

1. Mark Rhodes – Director of Park N’ Pony.  We really want to make our Giddy ‘Up Program more visible.  We want to make sure that our processes are running more efficiently and that there are no gaps in our schedules.  We have now hired out drivers for this program, which has truly been a success.  We have given over 6,277 rides and have been featured on NBC.  We also have Charlie Guihaddo with us now who is over our Giddy ‘Up program.  We do run into problems in regards to budgets.  North:  Are Giddy ‘Up drivers now dropping off students in front of the sorority houses?  Rhodes:  Yes.  Engel:  Have you thought about bringing student drivers back to the program, possibly letting that counteract an alcohol violation?  Rhodes:  Yes, but we feel the professional drivers might be better fit to do the driving of the golf carts.  Thornley:  What are your numbers like for Sunday nights?  Rhodes:  They are a bit lower.  Hayden:  Are there any thoughts going about designated stops?  Rhodes:  We have different sections in which the carts operate.  We set a preferred route, but not a permanent one.  We do need to keep a focus on Greek houses and our residence halls.  Jose:  How can Senate help you?  Rhodes:  We just need help with advertising.  We need to have a community education process in what our office does.  Kobler:  Many students received violations on Mustang Monday a few weeks ago when there were no parking spots.  Is there anything we can do about this.  Rhodes:  This is a problem and it is difficult to accommodate both.  We are stuck in the middle.  We are open to suggestions.  Kobler:  Is there any way that a person’s violations could be taken off if they received one on that day?  Rhodes:  We do tell our parking attendants to “cool it” on those types of days, but there is an appeals process.  Bullock:  Have you tried to vary your route schedule?  Rhodes:  We have stuck to the one we started with, but we are open to user’s feedback.  Many people have become dependent on the program and we don’t want to pull a rug out from anyone.  Lanoux:  When will the new parking garage open?  Rhodes:  We are scheduled to open at the end of February, but it could be moved back.  Goodman:  What is the best way to get input from students?  Rhodes:  I think that President Tullos and Student Senate have really been influential and you all can take on our success as one of your accomplishments.  Hayden:  Have you figured out the breakdown of Faculty/Staff and Student spaces?  Rhodes:  The ground level will be for Faculty/Staff, first will be

2. Andrea Fernandez – New Wednesday on the 24th, we will be having an event, “The Economy and the Environment” here in the forum from 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  We think it will be beneficial to the entire community, and I especially urge all you business majors to come.

3. Mora Namdar – Ambassador Jordan will be here tonight in the Forum at 8:00 p.m.  Please come.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:
1. Student Senate Reception October 18, 4:00 p.m. - Business Casual Required

2. Town Hall Forum Monday October 22 6:30pm - Please encourage all your friends to go!  Task Force members will be in attendance and are excited to hear from you!

3. Meeting with President Turner this week

4. Exec Committee Meetings at 2pm on Mondays - Please email me if you want to drop by
b. Vice President Peters:
1. One-on-Ones - Let’s try and finish these up in the next couple of weeks.  Mondays and Wednesdays work best

2. Office Hours - Hand out ads outside HT and Ump (1st years) and it will count as office hours

3. Task Force - Wear polos!  Come at 6pm to hand out programs.  Be visible and ask questions (only if no one does at first)
c. Secretary Dowling:
1. Student Code of Conduct

2. Mission Statement: one or two sentence thing to guide us and to represent us to some degree to the Student Body and our mythical “300 constituents.”  Adjectives: noble, transparent, service-oriented, representative, spicy, united, amicable, commitment, approachable, just, ethical, immaculate, humble.  Stenger:  Senate exists to uphold the constitution of the university while representing, furthering, and protecting the rights of the student body.

3. Senate Portrait – Thank you all for looking so great.  I will get the pictures soon.  
4. Join Senate on access!
5. Jeff Ordner inaugurated - Our first Education Senator!
d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

e. Chief of Staff :
1. Senators, please be reading the Chair’s reports on the agenda.  Please be ready with questions so the meeting will go quicker.

f. Speaker Seikaly
1. Send me your reports by Friday at 5pm or they will not appear on the agenda! 

2. Legislation from last week was withdrawn.

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. No report.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) None

ii. Old Business:

(1) None

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. None

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Interviewed 4 for Cox Senators – Anthony Fleo, Tyler Brown, Andrew Robinson, Andrew Tuttle.

2. Committee gave positive recommendation for Andrew Tuttle. Vote next week up or down.  

3. Shekheel Mehdi Tabled.  Motion to take the recommendation off the table.  Second.  Motion passes.  Jose:  Can someone who voted against taking this issue off the table explain to myself and the chamber why they voted against taking this off the table.  Namdar:  There are numerous senators not here who we would like to vote on this issue.  Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.   Second.  The motion fails.  8-16-3  

4. Interviewing for Dedman I
d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey:

1. We did not meet this week. We needed a break before we dive into the event.

2. Finishing touches on the event.

3. Senators and Chairs are invited to come! Let me know if you’re coming!

4. We received all the applications. We will meet in a few weeks to deliberate and interview

5. Recommendations will come Tuesday November 6 

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. Peruna poll - Any comments or ideas must be emailed to me by Friday.  Trying to get survey out the last week of October.

2. Academic Advising - Since we were told by Dean Pocklington that teachers cannot meet with students because they are too busy doing research and obtaining their tenure ideas were considered for a more proactive approach.  These included:

a. Having each department put a summary of specific guidelines and where to go for help in unique circumstances in the Student Code of Conduct as opposed to that random book no one can find anywhere.

b. Implementing a central office for advising so that everyone is on the same page.

c. Having selected students from each department be assigned to first years to help them understand the process.  This is much more logical then having about ten, unpaid students counsel over 200 students each.

3. Town Hall Forum - If you are available this Thursday, Friday, or next Monday to hand out flyers to advertise the forum it will count as an office hour.  Please come to this event and let everyone you know, know about it.  Hayden:  Are there any ways you are planning to screen questions or comments?  Kobler:  They will be cut off if they ask anything inappropriate.  Goodman:  Will Senate be able to ask questions?  Kobler:  Certainly.  Slick:  Are the Task Force’s minutes public information?  Kobler:  I don’t believe so.

4. Dates for Darfur - Thanks to everyone who participated.  It wasn't the biggest bash, but we made over 2,000 dollars for a great cause

5. Parking - Considerations for Mustang Monday

f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. Task Force - Everyone has a bag with ten flyers each.  It would be great if you could give your flyers to friends or classmates to spread the word about the Task Force Forum.  If you hand them out and want more, I can get you some.  Just email me at kaclark@smu.edu and I'd be happy to print off more

2. Other things - Still think about pictures you want to use for the Senate profiles around campus.  They should be fun (but tasteful) and basically how you would like to look to other students in your school. Bullock:  I just wanted to say good job!

g. Webmaster Moon

1. I have everyone’s profiles up on the website.  Please check them to make sure that they look good.

h. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) Environmental Society - Motion to fund in full $33 11-0-0.

(2) Student Comptroller - Motion to fund in part $200 11-0-0.  This is for fax machines for the SAMSA.  One was approved by the committee.  Nerio:  Is the current fax machine malfunctioning?  Hinderland:  I believe it is dated.

(3) Student Comptroller - Motion to Table 11-0-0.  We are checking to see if the computer can be fixed.  

(4) Sharp Show – Motion to table: 10-0-1.  It is still table to find out more information. 
2. Old Business

(1) Motion to view old business in block.  Second. Motion passes.  

(2) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation. Second.  Motion passes.

(3) The Muddler - Motion to fund in full up to standards $140: 10- 

      0-0

(4) ISA - Motion to fund in part $2700: 11-0-0

(5) Student Comptroller - Motion to fund in full $1086: 11-0-0
i. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. None.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. North:  Please come to Delta Diner on Friday.  It is catered by IHOP!  Tickets are $10.00. 

b. Goodman:  I would like a standing ovation for Senator Ordner, our first Education Senator.  Also, my fellow co-authors, please stay afterwards.

c. Hayden:  On behalf of Mackenzie Warren, thanks so much for the help with Dollars for Darfur.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 4:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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