MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

October 9, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 4:20 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	A

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	A

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	A

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Lensing
	

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	A

	Senator Meek-Beck
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	A

	Senator Narvaez
	A

	Senator Nerio
	

	Senator North
	A

	Senator Norvell
	A

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	

	Chair Hinderland
	A

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	A

	Associate Chair Montesi
	

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM  

1. Dane Brannon: The Muddler – This is a satirical, literary magazine that Senator Nerio and I believe would work well on our campus.  We want students to get involved with satirical news.  Bullock:  How did you come up with the name of “The Muddler?”  Brannon:  It comes from a drink my friend Ryan Leech enjoys.  Hayden:  How far will you be pushing the issues?  I have heard of other publications that have tried this idea and have gone too far.  Brannon:  We definitely do not want to just go about shocking people.  

2. Chair Kobler:  Career Center update – There are numerous Brown Bag events going on in the next few weeks.  If you would like to promote this within your organizations, it might be a good idea to send out an e-mail about this!  Pick up a flier at the front.

3. Shekeel Medi: ISA – I would like to thank the Finance Committee for all of their hard work every week.  I am here to ask for more money for Dvali.  We did not get enough money for this event.  Nerio:  Did you file a complaint after budgets were given out?  Medi:  No we did not.  We have tried to find other sources of money however, sending out package to members of the Dallas community.  Bullock:  Why do you have $18,000 worth of bills to pay for out of your checking?  Medi:  We have numerous events that we have all been paying for, many from last spring.  Pitts:  There is a discrepancy for the amount for which you are asking.  What is the correct amount?  Medi:  I am sorry.  One of my executive committee members filled out the request.  We are requesting $7,800.

4. Senator Namdar:  Please pick up a flier for Amnesty International’s event next Tuesday at 8:00 p.m.  Please let you constituents know.

5. Chief Schafer:  This is my first time at Senate.  Thank you all for letting me come.  I have been at SMU for 9 years.  I was in the Air Force for 21 years and have moved around for all of my life.  In regards to Emergency Management here at SMU, please make sure that your cell phone is entered into Access.smu.edu.  Also, we want to introduce something to you to possibly go in the Student Code of Conduct for allowing students to help their fellow students if they are concerned.  Also, we do have a tips line that you can call and want you to be aware of incase you have any concerns.  Goodman:  What do you think has worked the best in getting people to know about entering their information into Access.smu.edu.  Schafer: We have tried different ways from word of mouth, articles in the newspaper, giving away ipods, and other, but we have currently reached a saturation point.  Kobler:  What do you think about the Good Samaritan Policy?  Schafer:  We are definitely looking at this within the President’s Task Force.  Hayden:  Why do you feel there were more violations in the first 3 weeks of school than last year?  Schafer:  I believer there are numerous factors.  We had two home games at the beginning of the year instead of none like last year.  Also, students have been forthcoming with information on where the alcohol was supplied.  I don’t think that our officers have been any more aggressive in giving out violations.  Three officers can only do so much.  Is there more drinking?  I’m not so sure.  You all would be the best to tell me. Hayden:  What is your policy regarding officers being in a Greek house.  Schafer:  Greek houses are no different than our residence halls.  Most of the time we go there is because something was reported to the officers that suspicious activity was going on.  They only go in common areas.  They can’t go into your room unless you invite them or they have a search warrant.  Zinkand: Motion to extend speaker’s time by 6 minutes.  Second.  Motion passes.  Engel:  What is your opinion on passive participation?  Schafer:  We forward our reports over to the Dean’s office who then review them and can look at the Housing Policy and decide the verdict.  Peters:  Have they come up with a way to the phone to identify who is the specific sender of the text message?  Schafer:  We are still working on this.  Longhofer:  What is your opinion about the student view of the police officers as “out to get” them?  How can we change this opinion?  Schafer:  I really don’t have a good answer.  This is a difficult issue to deal with.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Special Guests Dean Pocklington:  Thank you for having me.  A lot has changed since the last time I came.  One of the biggest changes is now having a Student Advisory Board who really can bring great insight into the problems that students run into.  Students normally have time bound and paradigm bound problems.  I am looking for proactive changes that we can make however.  When you first enter SMU, you are advised by the Dedman Advising Department.  Once you have 24 credit hours and a declared major, you are them advised by an advisor who we hope will be a mentor to you.  I was asked to do an assessment of our advising whenever I came in and have really been looking at what hinders us from having the best advising.  Our goals right now are to get students to graduate in 4 years.  We are also looking at the scrambles who for some reason, for not being able to take the correct classes, don’t graduate in four years.  The students that we call “drop-outs” are a very large problem as well.  Right now, they feel that there should be no more that 300 students for each professional advisor.  There should be no more than 20 students for each faculty advisor.  We are all over the board within that regard.  The question right now is where do we want to go?  How do we become the best in the nation?  We have to view the advisors as teachers.  We have to teach the students how to self advise.  We will eventually be saying that you should be able to lead your own path. You have to learn to plan.  Also, we know that students listen best to students.  We need AARO leaders who have had a full semester of training, receiving credit hopefully, and being mentors to these students all the way up to declaration.  Stenger:  Is there any training that faculty receive in the area of advising?  Pocklington:  No.  And this is a problem.  We need more communication between advising and faculty.  The problem we run into is that we cannot ask or require professors to be trained to become an advisor.  They are rewarded for being researchers, not advisors.  Manthey:  Would it ever be possible to have a clearing house where students from any major could come and ask questions and receive help?  Pocklington:  This is a great idea, but it might take away from our liberal arts roots.  Lanoux:  What do you think would help in the transition from the Dedman Advising office to the faculty advisor?  Pocklington:  This can be a problem.  We hope that you take advantage of your advisor as a mentor.  If you need to go to someone else, please do.  Thornley:  Have you worked with the office of New Student Programs in figuring out how to go about your great idea?  Pocklington:  I have and constantly work with her every week.  One hurdle we would have to jump over is certainly money.  Tullos: If you have more comments about this issue, please e-mail me.
2. Town Hall Forum: Oct 22 6:30pm HT Theater – An e-mail went out to all of the student body this afternoon.  Please make sure you are letting people know!  We want a wide spectrum of students.  If you have any ideas, please let me know.  Bullock: If we have chapter, should we send you an e-mail letting you know that we will not be able to attend?  Tullos:  No.  Please just approach me personally and we can work something out.  Fernandez:  Could you send us an ad out over the e-mail so we can get it to our organizations?  Tullos:  Yes!
3. Reception October 18 4pm: HT Commons – All of the VP’s, Deans, and President Turner will be there.  It is business dress.  
4. Mark Rhodes will be coming in next week from Park n’ Pony and Giddy Up.
5. Legislation:  Once a piece passes, it is my job to take it to the administrator who it deals with personally.  As we do this throughout the year, I just wanted you to know.
b. Vice President Peters:

1. Meet and Greets
2. One-on-Ones
3. Office Hours
4. Tone – Senate is NOT:  For personal gain, to campaign, etc.  I am certainly not saying you are, but we don’t want you to feel as if you are a passive attendee.  We have to work as a team.  There will always be conflict, but it isn’t always bad.  We have to support each other.
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Code Calendar – I met with Dr. White and discussed the Code Revision process.  She is excited and mentioned how this is a great opportunity that we have.
2. Mission Statement – We will be working on this at Senatorial Forum
3. Picture – Thank you so much for looking so great for today’s picture!
d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. Accountant Search – We have two candidates still coming in this week!
e. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. Cabinet after recess today.
2. Emails: rhayden@smu.edu
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. No report. 

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. No report.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) None.

ii. Old Business: 

Motion to view these in block. Second.  Motion approved.
Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation. Second. Motion approved.
(1) Chess Club 
(2) Club Baseball
(3) Engineers without Borders
(4) Democracy Matters
b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. Meetings are still at 8:00 a.m. on Monday’s!

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Asian-American Senator – Last week we presented Shakeel Medi for Asian American Senator

a. Questions:  Thornley:  Was he presented last week?  Eaton:  Yes.  It is not on the agenda however.

b. Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes.

c. Motion to reconsider.  Second.  Motion passes.

d. Questions:  Thornley:  Do you know why so many people voted against him?  Eaton:  No.  I did not receive any complaints.  Pitts:  PPP: Can we table this? Jose:  Yes.  Nerio:  Did you notice anything that might go against the tone of Senate in his interview?  Slick:  Everything seemed kosher in his interview.  He seemed very excited to be a part of Senate.

e. Motion to table.  Second.  Motion passes.  

2. We did 2 Cox interviews last week and have gotten a few applications for the Dedman I seat.  Also, there is a young lady who is interested in an Education Seat.
d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey:
1. APPLY and TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO APPLY!! www.smu.edu/studentsenate.  Thornley:  Can a professor e-mail a recommendation if they are on sabbatical? 
2. Due Friday Oct 12 at 5pm in the SAMSA
3. SMU Student Endowment Fund Initiative: this could be our legacy
4. Developing commemorative signs for the event - digging up history
5. Used PIFS to research scholarship history – They really are of use.
6. We need help: basically a Schoalrship R&R
7. Next wave of canvassing for scholarships coming out next week and new posters are going up as well.
8. Having fun working with the alumni.  We have a host committee together and are looking for a chair for this committee.
9. I met with Dr. White last week for lunch and we talked about the Scholarship Endowment.  From her time at USC, she talked about an endowment that has now given $10 million dollars.  This is something that we could do to really leave a legacy.  Goodman: Are there no scholarships currently for Study Abroad?  Manthey:  No.  Peters:  Can you ever receive a scholarship once you have received once previously.  Kobler:  I think that some people are confused about the wallet sized photo.  Manthey:  I agree!
e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:
1. Good Samaritan
-Schafer is in favor of this

-Maybe write legislation before Town Hall Forum

-Benchmark schools and Good Samaritan law, in Student Concerns file

-Peters:  Just so that everyone knows, while we don’t have a policy set in stone, we basically do. 
2. Light the Night

-After last week's alert about emergency situations on campus, the committee contacted Ms. Anita Ingram, head of risk management at SMU.  We agreed the best Risk Management policy is to stop a problem before it can occur.

-Light the Night is in the beginning stages of planning

An event where any member of the SMU community is invited to walk around campus at night and identify areas of potential danger and areas that could use more emergency response boxes.
3. Dates for Darfur
-Even if you do not want to partake in the auction you can donate, attend, or be a bid runner.

-I have a spreadsheet for you to fill out.

-Goodman:  How will Senate members be auctioned off?  Kobler:  It will basically be like a normal auction. VP Peters and I will will be MCing this event.
4. Peruna Poll

- We have changed the name to the Peruna Poll.  Hopefully you received the rough draft via e-mail.  I have also contacted the Marketing Director of HT about donations and she has not contacted me back.  Thornley:  When is the last point that you will be accepting suggestions?  Kobler:  By next Friday.

f. Communications – Chair Clark:
1. Task Force- Communicating Task Force Forum to organizations, fraternities, or sororities.  Chapter dinners, meetings, etc.  Let me know if you would like a hard copy of an ad.  Making drug and generic flyers/stake signs for the Forum.
2. Coming Up - Senate profiles, Top 5
g. Finance – Associate Chair Montesi:
1. New Business

(1) Sharp Show - Motion to table: 10-0-1
Pyron:  We are getting them to form a book to show us exactly where they are getting their figures.  Hanson:  How many years have we been funding the Sharpe Show? Nerio:  At least 3 years.
(2) The Muddler - Motion to fund in full up to standards $140: 10-0-0
(3) ISA - Motion to fund in part $2700: 11-0-0
We referred to the annual budgeting process, and they were funded 1/3 of what they asked for.  Bullock: Why are we funding for food?  Montesi:  It is a cultural event.  Nerio:  Did he say when the money is coming out of their checking account for their invoices?  Montesi:  No.  Bullock:  For food, what is an event that would be considered cultural that the Finance Committee would fund for?  Nerio:  Anything that is integral to the event.
(4) Student Comptroller - Motion to fund in full $1086: 11-0-0
This is for a keypad entry into the office.
2. Old Business

(1) Wakeboarding Club - Motion to fund in full $2813: 10-0-1

Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes.
h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. Bill F-07-10-03 A RESOLUTION URGING CHANGE IN THE FOOTBALL COACHING STAFF
Authors Speech:  Longhofer:  This is in no way an attack on any one person.  I have only heard good things about the staff as persons.  This is just to reflect student opinion.

Questions:  Pitts:  We have 7 games left.  We have only currently lost one conference game.  Why can we not wait until the end of the season?  Longhofer:  The reason it is necessary now, I believe the student opinion is that we should be farther along in developing a successful team.  This is not to call for immediate removal of any staff members.  Pitts:  They why can’t we wait until after the bowl games are decided?  Longhofer:  We could be open to such suggestions.  Tullos:  How would you like me to present this piece if it was passes?  Longhofer:  I would like it taken to Athletics Director Orsini and other members of the administration.  Tullos:  Have you contacted anyone in the athletics department about this issue?  Lonhofer:  No.  Bullock:  Is this piece written in your opinion on the Head Coach’s poor season thus far? Zinkand:  I wouldn’t say that directly, but it is in regards to the past 6 years poor activity.  Bullock:  Could this be used if a professor was performing poorly as well?  Longhofer:  I feel that athletics and education are in completely different areas of the university’s mission.
X. SENATORIAL FORUM
a.   None.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Goodman:  SNL will be putting on a walk/run for research for AIDS this weekend.

b. Hayden:  Please come to the FIJI formal that is in support of Dollars for Darfur.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 6:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary



PAGE  
1

