MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

October 2, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:32 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Brauser
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	

	Senator Hayden
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	A

	Senator Lensing
	

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Meek-Beck
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Narvaez
	

	Senator Nerio
	A

	Senator North
	

	Senator Norvell
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM 

1. Ms. Casey – Vice-President of Business Affairs – I have been in higher education for 15 years.  I am responsible for all the functions that Dana Gibson had.  I have enjoyed my last 4 weeks here and am still getting used to campus.  I want to be a sharer of information.  Please call on me if you need me.  Thank you for asking me to come.  

2. Jamie Stoehr – jstoehr@smu.edu - 5th year Engineering major.  Dave Matthews Band @ SMU Ad Campaign.  I have this agenda so that we can get DMB to SMU.  I am open to suggestions and feel that we can do this.  To not try would be a disservice to our university.  Goodman:  Than you for submitting this idea.  Is this a part of an organization putting this on?  Stoehr:  Not currently.  It could be if someone wanted to sponsor it.  Matthews:  What are our chances?  Stoehr:  It is based on the percentage of the student body.  We really do have a good shot.  Johnson:  What is the website?  Stoehr: www.attblueroom.com/sports/collegefootball/  Hayden:  What place are we in?  Stoehr:  We have been up to 5th.  Montesi:  Is it just signing up?  Stoehr:  You can vote up to 50 times a day, just with a click of a button.

3. Aisha U’Kiu – MSA – I am hear to talk about our 7th Annual Fast-a-thon Banquet.  This is an opportunity for the student body to fast with Muslims for a day, and then attend a banquet that night.  This will be raising money for UNICEF.  Briceno:  Do you have to pay to fast?  U’Kiu:  No, companies are matching however many people fast. 

4. Senator Narvaez – I live in the Service House this year.  It houses 28 students, requiring them to do community service  every semester.  We are having a Hawaiian Luau this Friday from 6-10 p.m.  It is $3.00 and is located at the Dedman Center.  We are selling tickets at the West Bridge.  This is a great opportunity to see what the Service House is all about.  Johnson:  Are there requirements to live in the Service House?  Narvaez:  Yes.  There is an application process plus a few other requirements throughout the year.  

5. Senator Goodman:  I know it was quite a while ago that the issue of Jena 6 was brought up, but I along with other senators are working on a resolution addressing this issue.  

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Inaugurate Kirsten Clark

2. Julie Wickston and David Randolff Dining Services – Wickston:  We just sent out a re-contracting package to different companies.  They will have a month to get together a package to present to SMU.  There will be a few companies that will rise to the top and we will view their presentations in the near future.  Also, there is a great opportunity for you all.  We are now looking at meal plan rates for the upcoming year which will be presented to the Board of Trustees at their December meeting.  Right now is a wonderful time for you to give your imput.  You actually have 3 senators that sit on the Student Advisory Committee.  Also, we will now have a PizzaHut Express that will be in the ground floor of Hughes-Trigg by January.  Bullock:  Is SMU happy with the services Aramark is providing.  Wickston:  Yes.  We are going through the re-contracting process however.  Jose:  You are going through the process of setting up meal plan prices but they might not be the provider?  Wickston:  Yes.  If a different company got the contract, they would absorb their prices.  Kobler:  I have heard rumors that Pony might be going away.  Is this true?  Wickston:  No. There might be some reconstruction, but it is not going away.  Hayden:  Are you planning on doing any other surveys independent of Aramark to gain feedback before the re-contracting process?  Wickston:  We actually will be getting results from a survey that was very in-depth later in the semester.  We also do a customer satisfaction survey every semster.  

3. Town Hall Forum – We are still looking at a date.  There are problems with finding a location.  The ballrooms are booked but we are trying to work with that organization.

4. Meeting with Administrators – Please e-mail me before you set up meetings

5. Reception October 18 – The meeting for Administrators has been changed.  It will be that Thursday 4:00-5:30 p.m.

6. Schedule of Guests

a. October 9: Dean Pocklington Senatorial Forum (Academic Advising) and Chief Schaffer Speakers Podium

b. October 16:  Mark Rhodes Senatorial Forum (Park and Pony, Giddy Up)

c. October 23: Dr. McClinton Senatorial Forum (HT)

b. Vice President Peters:
1. Meet and Greets – Please nail down your dates and times for Meet and Greets.

2. One-on-Ones – Some of you have still not seen me!  Please do.

3. Office Hours
4. Affiliate Program: email affiliates! – I will send you all an e-mail with your list of organizations.  I am sending you a form e-mail that you need to send out.  It hopefully should be fool proof.  Please copy me on the e-mails so that I know you have done it.
5. Lisa Morris with Risk Management and Emergency Preparedness / BCP – This office was set up by President Turner after 9/11.  I came to SMU 3 years ago.  When I came, I helped to set up an Emergency Management System which we now have in place.  Many people don’t know we even have an Emergency Management Department.  However, we have to realize that we are very disconnected from each other and this gives us problems from a connections prospective.  Now Virginia Tech is the new case to look at in Emergency Management.  We now have a system to text message students incase of an emergency, something that would have greatly helped Virginia Tech.  We have to be able to connect with you much quicker than before.  We have also do a few other things as well.  We put Test Mode posters throughout the university to let you know that we may be testing a few of our new systems throughout the semester.  We signed a contract with Send Word Now, a company which can send text messages, e-mails, and other forms of communication at 10,000 messages a minute.  Please make sure that you have your cell phone and contact information in Access.smu.edu and that it is updated.  We have also helped the Police Department upgrade its dispatching technology.  We have sirens also placed within the university, which can send out a loud PA message at a very high decibel.  We also are meeting more regularly with building managers to discuss recent global emergencies and to work out how to conduct lock-downs.  We stress that you can’t let your curiosity control you.  We will be educating you more on this soon.  Goodman:  Would you recommend students and teachers keep their phones on, or do you think that building managers are sufficient enough?  Morris:  We are looking at that right now.  We are looking for ways for teachers to teach without interruption, but to also be able to communicate effectively.  Goodman: May I contact you afterwards?  Morris:  Sure.  I have handouts.  We are still working out kinks in the process, but we want to hear from you and talk about the changes in our new department.  Our main emergencies are floods, power outages, and other weather related emergencies, but we want you to be aware that we are ready for other types as well.  Bullock:  What does happen to students who don’t receive reception in some rooms?  Morris: The building manager should know what is happening and be able to send out a message as well.  We have also looked at a company who can send out messages on walls.  Kobler:  Do alert systems on campus include fraternity houses?  Morris:  Yes.  Longhofer:  What percentage of students have logged their cell phone numbers in Access.smu.edu?  Morris:  Right now, we are at 88% of current phone numbers from our system. Enrollement Services has been a great help.  Moon:  When do you hope that the PA system will be in place for the whole university?  Morris:  I’m not really sure.  We are working hard, but I don’t know.  Zinkand:  Are we better prepared for the possibilities of the Bird Flu?  Morris:  Yes.  We have stockpiles of Tamiflu.  The best defense we do have is to get your flu shot.    
c. Secretary Dowling:
1. Senate Picture - October 9, go to steps of Dallas Hall, be a snazzy dresser (business professional)

2. Amendments, Friday at 5 is the deadline or your amendments are no go

3. Minutes
4. Absences, some are getting close so don’t get kicked out
5. Code of Conduct revision form is online, submit a change and make our school a better place to live and learn!! Hooray!
d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

e. Chief of Staff :
1. Election

a. Nominations:  Hayden, Thornley

b. Speeches:  Hayden:  I hope that I can work on communication and help all of our committees.  I was inspired by what Chair Manthey did last year and would like to help all of our committees make the same progress.  Thornley:  I ran for this last year and really would like to work with all of our committees.  I have great ideas.  Please vote for me.

c. Vote:  Rob Hayden was elected as Chief of Staff

f. Speaker Seikaly
1. No report. 

g. Parliamentarian Jose:
1. Chief of Staff Elections

2. Budget – I have given you several different documents.  One is the changes from previous year’s budgets and a projected budget up till 2011.  All of these figures are VERY rough.  They are certainly not set in stone.  The tuition increase is certainly not set 7% or higher.  They definitely want to keep it at around 6%.  Tradeoffs have to be made in order to have a balanced budget.  We have to keep gaining enough revenue to keep this balanced budget.  In December, I will be able to talk you about tuition increases and compensation increases once the Board of Trustees meets.  I won’t go through the specifics of every line

3. Legislation – Please do not write legislation for legislation’s sake.

4. Rules Tribunal Election:

a. Nominations:  Pitts, Longhofer, Zinkand, Goldschmidt, Goodman 

b. Vote:   

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:
(1) Club Baseball 

- 8-0-0 Positive Recommendation for Temporary Charter

(2) Chess Club 

- 8-0-0 Positive (with a stipulation to gain more members) Positive Recommendation for Temporary Charter

(3) Engineers without Borders 

- 8-0-0 (with a stipulation of more campus involvement) Positive Recommendation for Temporary Charter

- There is a membership concern but they are addressing this issue 

(4) Democracy Matters 
i. 8-0-0 Positive Recommendation for Probationary status

ii. They  have 8-10 members.

iii. They are a non-partisan group

ii. Old Business:
(1) Gamerz Club

(2) Squash Club

(3) Badminton Club

(4) SMU Cycling
Motion to vote in block.  Second.  Motion approved.

Motion to approve the committees recommendation. Second. Motion approved.  
b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. Inauguration of Chief of Staff Hayden

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Jeff Ordner – Education Senator.  Motion to approve the committee’s positive recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes.

2. Shakeel Mehdi – Asian American Senator – Positive recommendation to appoint him as a senator  

d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey: 
1. Look for stake signs: we put them up on Sunday!

2. APPLY and TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO APPLY!! www.smu.edu/studentsenate
3. Due Friday Oct 12 at 5pm in the SAMSA

4. Final Proof of invitation going to print

5. Save the date letter going out to alumni/friends of SMU – Thanks to Torrie and all who helped stuff letters.
6. Tri-fold brochure is here!
e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. Alcohol and Drug Task Force has really been dominating our discussions. However, we are wanting to make sure that ALL issues are being discussed.  Please e-mail me for ideas.

2. The Pound the Pavement Survey – I would like to change the name to the Saddle Up Survey… possibly.  I think we also need some incentives for people to actually fill out the survey. Engel:  Have you ever thought about requiring it in classrooms?  Kobler:  Yes, but we don’t want it to seem like we are forcing people to do this.  Longhofer:  What is the timeline for getting this survey underway?  Kobler:  We hope to do it in late November and early December.

3. Meeting with Police Chief Schaffer:  Senator Pitts and Bullock:  We spoke to Chief Schaffer and he said that empty cans or bottles from alcoholic beverages in common spaces can still be considered for violations.  It is up to the officer’s discression

4.  Positive Point of the Week:  Thank you to Senator Thornley for a great work on Family Weekend this last weekend.
f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. Senator/Webmaster Moon:  Here is one of the ads that we have come up with.  Send myself and Chair Clark input.  Goodman:  Were you aware that I think that this work is amazingly immaculate?  Moon:  Yes.  Hayden:  I hate to take away from this great work, but didn’t they want to promote that this Task Force is for working on drug issues as well?  Moon:  We will work on other ads as well.

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business
(1) Perkins Student Association

-Motion to fund in zero: 8-4-0

-Funding for Spanish Ministry;  We have seen this for 4 

years.  For the amount of money we would have to fund for 

such few students, we couldn’t justify the amount.  

-Hanson:  Did we fund last year?  Hinderland:  I was under 

the impression that it did not get funded in full, against the 

committee’s recommendation.  Thornley:  If they raised the 

amount $20.00, they would raise enough money.

     
(2) Wakeboarding Club

-Motion to fund in full (up to standards) $1472: 11-0-0

-Pitts:  Why does it say that they do not have a boat?  I know that they did pride themselves in having a boat previously?  Hinderland:  They said the boat had been given to them for promotional purposes.  They said they did not actually own it.  Nerio:  Can you tell me more about the membership?  Stockham:  We have 18 members and gaining more.  Tullos:  Is there any funding coming from Rec Sports?  Hinderland:  Not that I am aware of.  I think most of their funding comes from dues.  Kobler:  How do you wakeboard without a boat?  Stockham:  3 or 4 people go together to rent a boat, lowering the per person cost.  Motion to suspend the rules and view this as Old Business. Second.  Motion failed.

(3) ALPFA
-Motion to fund in full $185: 8-1-2

-They are requesting money for the Etiquette Dinner.   

Motion to suspend the rules and view this as Old Business. 

Second.  Motion passes.  

-Motion to go into Debate.  Second.  Motion passes.

-Debate: Narvaez: Senate Sponsor

-Motion to call to question. Second.  Motion Passes.

-Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation. 

Second.  Recommendation approved.

2. Old Business
(1) SPARC

            -Motion to fund in full $375: 10-0-1


-Motion approve the committee’s recommendation. 

Second.  Recommendation approved. 
h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. Academic Advising: Senator Bullock and Senator Briceno
Bullock:  We want to create a committee of Senators to work on the issues of Academic Advising.  Briceno:  We really want Senators from each school to represent all the areas involved.  But we really want everyone who is passionate about this issue to be on the committee.  Bullock:  Please e-mail us if you would like to be on this committee.  
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Thornley:  Meadow’s Meet and Greet will be before Brown Bag this week.

b. Hayden:  I hope that you are aware of all the events going on for Dollars for Darfur.

c. Longhofer:  Dedman II Meet and Greet will be Monday at noon on the steps of Dallas Hall

d. Briceno:  First Year Meet and Greet will be on Monday in Umphrey Lee.

e. Matthews:  The Engineering Meet and Greet was last week and was successful.

f. Narvaez:  Thanks for Bethany and KT coming to our Special Interest Senators’ Meet and Greet.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 6:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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