MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

September 25, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:34 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Chief of Staff Lane
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Brauser
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	

	Senator Hayden
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Lensing
	

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Meek-Beck
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	A

	Senator Narvaez
	

	Senator Nerio
	

	Senator North
	

	Senator Norvell
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	A

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM  

1. Matt Walfish – Senior Dance Major here inviting members of Senate to become members of the dance show process.  We submitted a proposal for funds for the Sharp Show.  We want you to know and see what we do.  We will be having a rehearsal for Brown Bag on Sunday at 1:00 in the lobby of Owens Fine Arts Center.

2. Chair Kobler – I work in the Hegi Family Career Fair.  Please come to the Career Fair tomorrow in Hughes-Trigg.  Please come and bring a resume and a smile.  

3. Chief of Staff Lane – I feel that I have come to the functional end of my life in Senate.  I feel that there are now some opportunities such as study abroad which I need to take advantage of at this point in my life.  I am formally submitting my resignation as Chief of Staff.  Goodman: I want to thank you for your service for the last two years.  Lane:  Thank you.  I have also talked to numerous people about the position and I would like to support Senator Hayden for Chief of Staff.  Goodman:  Considering your extensive experience in Senate, would you be willing to mentor any members of Senate?  Lane:  On a case-by-case basis.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Inauguration of Senator Brauser – She was successfully inaugurated.

2. Task Force Town Hall Forum – We are scheduled for October 22 at 6:30 p.m.  Miller:  Did you hear back from them about the ballroom?  Tullos:  No

3. Health Center – Dr. Merrill and Dr. Davis – Davis:  We really want your feedback about how we can be successful in keeping you healthy.  You actually helped us in funding cold care kits.  One way we want to help you is to positively affect you when you come in.  We want to enhance the experience.  Merrill:  Most of the stuff we do is routine sicknesses, sports injuries, x-rays, and we do have special clinics.  In terms of charges, there is no fee except for special physicians who come in.  You can mostly get in that day.  You can always see a nurse.  Davis:  Also, there are some additional charges for lab fees and x-rays.  We do have very reasonable charges I promise.  We get feedback every year and do a satisfaction survey.  We are asking for your help in getting information from students in why they didn’t come in.  We need to keep you guys healthy.  Merrill:  We do stay busy, but we want to know why students may not come in.  Jose:  What is the relationship with the Health Center and the administration?  We had to fund Cold-Care packets last year.  Merrill:  Our budget had not changed since 1992 when I came.  They are now aware of the problem with the new administration.  We are a bit lower on the list.  Engel:  Why isn’t the Health Center open on the weekends?  Davis:  We looked at our benchmarks, and very few are open on the weekends.  The problem comes down to money and utilization.  We would love to be open as much as possible.  We are operated like a normal Doctor’s office.  Hanson:  Do you all do any preventative education along with handing out contraception and pregnancy tests?  Merrill:  We just got a Health Educator and we are so excited.  She will be going after this issue as well.  We don’t have a webmaster either.  We are looking into electronic medical records as well.  Goodman:  There was a time when I came into the office and was transported to the hospital. Could you talk about your policies as far as transportation goes for someone who needs to go to the hospital?  Merrill:  We don’t personally transport patients.  Peters:  I would guess that the reason some people don’t come to the Health Center is that there is an opinion that there is a lack of availability of doctors.  I have had great success coming in, but we have got to get this message across that it is not correct.  Merrill:  We really need to advertise and get our website up to date.  Hayden:  Do you think that if there was funding we could have a 24 hour facility?  Merrill: Certainly!  Longhofer:  Is the Health Center’s information discussed at AARO?  Davis:  Yes.  The nurses give this information.  Longhofer:  Do you do referrals?  Merrill:  Certainly.  Errichetto:  My roommate had Mono the first few weeks of school.  He wasn’t going to class and was not sent home.  Merrill:  For truly infections diseases, they are kept in isolation.  Mono is actually not as contagious as you would think.  Narvaez:  I think that students aren’t going because of mixed reviews.  Some go in and are seen right away, and others have very bad experiences.  Also, I think you equipment is very old and some students would like to use newer, better equipment.  Davis:  This is the type of information we need.  We want to know every negative experience you have.  If there is ever any question to whether our equipment has misread, we refer out.  Narvaez:  Have you ever thought about going into a different division of the university?  Davis:  We have, but most universities have Health Services under their medical schools.  Bullock:  I believe most Wellness I student’s come to the Health Center and go to the second floor and we really need to include your services in that as well.  It would be a great way to promote your services.  Davis:  Now with our Health Educator, we can really work on this.  Briceno:  I think that some First Years prefer going somewhere else because the first time you go to the Health Center you are seen by a nurse.  I know that I and others have been misdiagnosed.    

4. Speaker’s Schedule – Ms. Casey will be here next week.  Also, Julie Wickston will be coming as well to discuss the re-contracting process with Aramark.  

5. VP Reception – The date is now changed to Thursday, October 11th from 4-5:30 in the Ernst and Young Gallery.  We will be inviting the Deans and VP’s.  Zinkand:  What is this? Is attendance mandatory? Tullos: Attendance is mandatory and it is a meet and greet with all of the officials of the university. 

b. Vice President Peters:
1. Meet and Greets – Please e-mail your dean.  Hold it before or after an event.  Talk about our top 5 issues and take notes.

2. One-on-one’s - This is your time to utilize me so come with questions or concerns.

3. Office Hours – Please sign in!

4. CREW – We talked about emergency management.  

c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Polos are in, 30 minutes ago, hoorah!  Two still haven’t paid so no polo for you.

2. Senate portrait October 9, probably at 3:30 and probably in front of Dallas Hall.  Business professional dress.

3. Ad campaign with Senate Top 5 possible, we want to push ourselves and show that we actually do something.  We should also come up with a Senate Mission Statement, why are we sitting here for 3 hours a week.  Look at Senate purpose for ideas.  Goodman: Deadline? Dowling: Not really.

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. We are in the process of interviewing candidates for the Students’ Association Accountant.

e. Chief of Staff Lane:
1. Resignation.
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. I am very proud of all of our chairs for getting in our agenda.  Thank you so much

2. Also, in courtesy of time, please do not repeat what other senators have said. 

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. Next week, we will go through electing a new Chief of Staff.  If you have any questions about what the job entails, please see any of us on Exec or e-mail Jonathan Lane.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) Gamerz Club

· 15 core members

· Positive recommendation of 9-0-0

· Johnson:  What type of gaming?  Reiff:  They are wanting to do tournaments such as with Halo 3, and other such computer/PS2 games.  Johnson:  Have they started meeting yet?  Reiff:  They have not planned events, but they have been getting together, but nothing official.  Zinkand:  Did they specify what type of equipment they might be looking to get?  Bullock:  They have most everything they need, but for tournaments, they might need some.  They need to be chartered for space usage pretty much.

(2) Squash Club – Did not respond

(3) Badminton Club

· They have 10-12 core members, all being Grad members.  They want to reach out to Undergraduates as well.

· They all meet in Dedman now

· Positive recommendation of 7-0-0

(4) SMU Cycling 

· Positive recommendation of 8-0-1

· They want to unite cyclist of SMU

· Johnson:  Is this a club sport?  Reiff:  They have to to go through Tim Moore in Rec Sports

ii. Old Business:

(1) None:

b. Executive – President Tullos:

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Kirsten Clark as Communications Chair – She interviewed with the SBO’s and JJ.  She received a positive recommendation from my committee.  Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion was approved.

2. Also, Jeff Ordner was interviewed for an Education Senator seat.  He got a positive recommendation from the committee.  We will vote next week.

3. Availability – Asian-American Senator, 2 Education Senators, and Cox Senator, and Communications Vice-Chair

d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey: 

1. Applications are online for Senate Scholarships and tell your friends to apply!  They are due Friday, October 12, at 5 p.m.

2. Vice-Chair Daugherty is working on advertising – stake signs

3. Many publications are to print as well as posters

4. We are now $1,300 over budget and are now working with President Turner.  With that, there are now new restrictions that are in place with the event.

5. We are planning on an October meeting for SMU officials that update them on the committee and its efforts.  Vice-Chair Liotta is working on this event and it’s logistics.

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:
1. Town Hall Forum – We would still like to have an open forum as well as the Task Force one.

2. Medical Amnesty – As with the Good Samaritan Act, the committee feels that legislation should be made with this issue.  Benchmark universities including William and Mary, George Washington, Lehigh, and Emory have already adopted both policies.  Research information on both medical amnesty and the Good Samaritan Act can be found in the Student Concerns Drawer in the Senate office.
3. Comments Box – The box is officially set up at the Mane Desk.  Snaps to Amber for the amazing decoration job.
4. Positive Point of the Week – Officer Hightower came up to my porch at 4:30 in the morning and talked about issues on campus.  Thank him if you see him.

f. Communications – Vacant:

1. Senator Moon – We need everybody’s bio information. This is the way that we are seen by the public!  I need stuff from Watkins, Eaton, Daugherty, Errichetto, Briceno, Slick, Norvell, Stockham, and Zinkand.

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) SPARC – Hinderland -  SPARC came in asking for a licsensing fee for and eCoordinator through the COF.  They have a wesite that organizations can post volunteering opportunities on.  Nerio – Is this their only source of funding?  Hinderland:  I’m not sure.    Hinderland:  We voted to fund in full.

2. Old Business

(1) Motion to view these in block.  Second.  Motion Passed.

(1) CHAS – $135.00 requested.  Committee Suggested to fund in full.  Bullock:  How much is the rental for a SAC van, isn’t it $55.00?  Jones:  I believe so.  

(2) BME - $375.00 requested.  Committee motion to fund in full.

(3) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes.  

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Wakins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. F-07-09-02 – A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE BY-LAWS

Questions: Jose:  Sorry for so many changes in between new business and old business.  Bullock: In line 42, does that mean the Exec still look at legislation before it is presented?  Jose:  Only if it is late.  I simply harmonized this with the duties of the Executive committee.  Goodman:  Will you be open to accepting any friendly amendments?  Jose:  It would depend on what they are.  Longhofer:  Who will decide which committee sees each piece of legislation.  Jose:  It is up to the Speaker’s discretion.  

Debate:  We are simply harmonizing this document.  We want to clarify ambiguous  

language as well.  Line 33-36 is updating this section as well.  Hanson:  I would like  

to offer a friendly amendment to  Article IV, Section 2, Subsection 2 be amended to 
read: RESOLVED THAT      "...The Chief of Staff is a full voting member of 
Senate.” Goodman:  I was on R&R and we discussed this issue intently.  Slick:  It is 
part of our job to be unbiased members, but I don’t think that it will be that big of a 
problem.  Jose:  It is the committee as a whole who will be making this 
recommendation.  It is not simply the chair.  There is always room for abuse, but it is 
minimal here.  Longhofer:  This is a good way in that all of Senate can get more 
information about each piece of legislation.  Call to question.  Second.  Motion 
passes.

Vote:  Motion to approve F-07-09-02. Second.  Motion Passes. 

IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. SMU Academic’s Atmosphere: Parliamentarian Jose

Questions:  As we know, there is room for improvement in academic areas.  What are your suggestions in increasing our academic standing.  What do you all think we should do?  Hayden:  What are the components of rankings?  Jose:  I’m not sure.  I know that there are some areas that are over analyzed.  They still serve as a good sign of a good university.  Goodman:  Can you tell me about your research on this area?  Jose:  I looked at US News and World Report… everything else costed 8-9 dollars.  Peters:  Are you aware that this is an issue that is being looked at in regards to alcohol and drug use on campus?  Jose:  I had hoped so.  We need to talk about this as well.  This is something that is impacting us most.  It affects the value of education.  Lanoux:  Are you sure where we stand in regards to the benchmark schools involving the value of the dollar of our education?  Jose:  That really is very interesting.  This is a reason why I am trying to get into seeing the budget and look at what our tuition increases look like for the next 10 years.  Engel:  Hasn’t this admissions process become much more difficult over the last few years?  Jose: I believe so.  We are being much more selective.  Hayden:  As someone who has written plenty of legislation, how would you go about attacking this issue.  Jose:  I definitely want to write legislation, but I don’t want to stop there.  Exec needs to contact those individuals who really make an impact on our academic areas.

Debate:  Peters:  I don’t think anyone is opposed to this idea.  My comment earlier is just encouraging you all to work together.  Hanson:  I think that Faculty Senate probably does a lot with this and we do have rights to attend their meetings.  Also, I think that one way we could increase our academic standing would be to curb grade inflation.  North:  I think one thing the university is already doing is creating unique majors, adding more money to scholarships, and attracting key administrators.  Tullos:  If you all have feedback about Friday classes, please let me know.  I know that this has been a crucial impact point in the past.  Goldschmidt:  As a First Year, I know that the application process is a bit different from other top tier schools.  We might need to increase the nation’s view of SMU.  So many people haven’t even heard of SMU.  Briceno:  We need to work on the retention rate.  Diversity might also be good.  International students only think about Ivy League because they really reach out to them.  Zinkand:  I think that scholarships might need to be increased with the tuition increase.  Hayden:  Some scholarships do do that.  Stenger:  I think that retention of professors would be great as well.  Longhofer:  Everything we have discussed is very important in increasing our reputation.  Grade inflation, especially with First Year classes, is very important.  We could get a Faculty Senate/Student Senate group together in order to attack this issue with a united front.  Peters:  On a positive note, we really are getting better each year.

b. Police Issuse on Campus:  Senator Pitts and Senator Bullock
Questions:  Pitts:  Senator Bullock and I met with Chief Schaffer yesterday and had some great discussions.  We want to hear your feedback.  Stenger:  Could you together write a piece for the DC?  Pitts:  We are going to work on it.  Engel:  What did Chief Schaffer say about the alcohol issue on campus in regards to the Good Samaritan issue?  Pitts:  The police department isn’t actually the one who gives the alcohol violation to those who call in an alcohol problem.  It is actually RLSH.  Kobler:  Did he talk about the abuse of the Good Samaritan Law?  Bullock:  Yes, but it really isn’t the police officer’s issue.  Slick:  I understand that police officers can’t have a blind eye, but something that might need to be addressed is the abuse of going into fraternity houses.  Bullock:  Officers must do 3 rounds each night, including fraternity houses.

Debate:  Johnson:  Why is SMU police required to be at certain functions?  I’m not sure?  Hayden:  Can you ask him exactly what a check actually is within a residence hall?  Bullock:  He said it is to make sure student’s are o.k.  They aren’t out to “get” students.  Hanson:  A few years ago, police officers went into the Sigma Chi house and saw 17 beer cans with 5 students over age.  All of the under age students received alcohol violations. The presence of these cans hardly seemed like proof of underage drinking due to the presence of legal drinkers also in the fraternity house. Bailey:  Police officers are bound by law just as we are.  Also, they are not allowed to enter a closed room.  Engel:  What did he feel about the increase of alcohol violations this year?  Pitts:  They have cracked down a bit more, many regarding the home football games.  They feel as if the students who dies last year were on their watch and have taken it personally.  Hayden:  Would you discuss the issue of the “Sober Brother” idea?  Bullock:  Sure.  Kobler:  They are now saying that you can get 3 judicial reviews before going to jail.  It is up to the police’s discretion as well though.  

XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Hayden:  Makenzie Warren would love for all of you to get involved with Dollars for Darfur.  Please e-mail her and myself.

b. Tullos:  VP Peters and myself just went to the reception for Ms. Casey.  She will be here next week. 

c. Pitts:  College Republicans meeting is this Thursday at 5:30 in the SAMSA.  

d. Bullock:  Cox Senators are having our Meet-and-Greet tomorrow at 11:00 a.m. in Fincher.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 6:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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