MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

September 18, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:33 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Chief of Staff Lane
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Brauser
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	

	Senator Hayden
	

	Senator Johnson
	A

	Senator Lanoux
	A

	Senator Lensing
	

	Senator Longhofer
	A

	Senator Lowenfield
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Meek-Beck
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Narvaez
	A

	Senator Nerio
	A

	Senator North
	

	Senator Norvell
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	

	Chair Eaton
	A

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM  

1. Provost Ludden -  I just arrived at SMU and am glad to be here.  I have the best job at this university.  I left Berkley to come here.  For the first time in 40 years, I don’t have an affiliation with a science lab.  The whole university is my lab now.  I get to deal with every person on this campus.  SMU is evolving and changing.  My main goal is to move SMU forward and to make it better.  I want to improve the undergraduate experience.  I want students to work outside of the classroom.  Alumni say they remember their independent projects with their professors.  We need better faculty.  I want to improve the relationship of SMU and the DFW Metroplex.  I want to improve our international programs.  Those are my goals, and I am in a hurry.  I grew up in Lincoln, Nebraska.  I spent 20 years in Madison, Wisconsin where my wife and I raised our children.  We are very proud of our children.  Jose:  Would you support increased support for internships and personal programs?  Ludden:  Yes.  We will be rolling out “Big Ideas” very soon.  We want to help every student to have an opportunity to have individual study.  Namdar:  What is your position on the Human Rights major?  Ludden:  I’m new to this, but I am a supporter of Human Rights.  Lane:  What is your stance of expanding the abroad programs?  Ludden:  We are pursuing that currently.  We want to increase our network.  Zinkand:  Would you consider opening up the student evaluation for student viewing?  Ludden:  From my perspective, the information you need is from many of your friends.  Having access to the evaluation might make the information easier to access.  This might however, decrease the value of the evaluations.  If we make them available to everyone, they might be feared of what will be said.  Goodman:  What type of “Big Ideas” are you coming up with currently?  What are they?  Ludden:  health care, future of energy, the environment.  That is not an exclusive list.  You are the future.  Ask, “what is important to me?”

2. Ronald Lowenfield – A couple of people had asked.  I just wanted to formally announce that I am resigning as a senator.  I got an accounting internship and don’t believe that I will be able to balance my work schedule.  Please let me know if you have any questions.  I will be around.  Goodman:  Are there any individuals you would recommend for your position?  Lowenfield:  I will talk to you at the end of the meeting. 

3. Lee Hinga – Who knows about the Jena 6?  Basically, Jena is a small town in Louisiana.  Some black students have been very badly persecuted against.  Six African-American boys were put in jail for attempted murder.  This has become a civil rights issue.  ABS is working on a letter writing campaign and next Thursday we will be wearing black for the Jena 6.  This sounds like something that happened 40 years ago, not now.  Goodman:  Were you aware that a group on Facebook is submitting their names, around 45,000 members.  Hinga:  Yes, but what can a Facebook group really do.  We are trying to stand together to show that these things should not be happening.  Lane:  Is there any other program that is going along with the wearing black on Thursday?  Hinga:  We are really in the planning stages.  Hopefully we will be having a table in the SAMSA.  The trials are still going on and now their lives are completely messed up.  Lane:  What could Senate do to work for this?  Hinga:  A resolution, Senatorial Forum, and help out with the letter writing campaign.  ABS will gladly post the letter.  Briceno:  Are you fundraising on campus?  Hinga:  None that I know of.  Jones:  Many people are driving down to Jena to protest.  Narvaez:  What long/short term consequences do you think this incident will have?  Hinga:  We need to look at our governance system and look to revamp it.   On the media level, we need to make sure that it is pushed to the forefront.  There is power in numbers.

4. Mackenzie Warren – I’m here to tell you about Dollars for Darfur.  We really want Senate to get involved.  We have handouts for everyone.  We need to step up and learn something and stand out from our apathetic culture.  Money goes to UNHCR.  Journalist can’t even go into Darfur.  People are dying every day.  We need to see this on the news.  I know we need to raise awareness.  See what you can learn about it.  Knowledge really is power.  There are tons of events going on and we want your help.  Jose:  100% of the proceeds are going to the UN?  Warren:  As of now, everyone who has signed on, has pledged to take money out of their philanthropy budgets, going directly to Darfur.  87% of every dollar going to UN does go to Darfur.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Provost Ludden – What are your impressions from Dr. Ludden?  Meek-Beck:  He was a visionary.  Hanson:  I’m not sure about the evaluation situation.  Tullos:  Provost Tunks had said he was for getting the numerical evaluations online.  I think there is some confusion.  If we work with him, I think that he might be for it.  Thornley:  Did he know much about last year?  Tullos:  I’m not sure.  I don’t think so.   Hayden:  He can’t fire everyone that gets “1’s” on everything.

2. Task Force – I met with them last week and let them know what our feedback was.  They asked if we could do a Task Force Town Forum in place of the regular one.  We are planning on Tuesday, October 30th at 5:00.  Hanson:  How would we go about Senate that day?  Seikaly:  We will address legislation as it comes.  Goodman:  Is the Student Concerns Committee going to be doing this in place of the other one?  Tullos:  Yes.  Goodman:  Will they not do one of their own?  Tullos:  They approached us about this.  Hayden:  Will the Forum be run by yourself and Chair Kobler or the Task Force?  Tullos:  This will be student run.  Engel:  Where will this be?  Tullos:  TBA.  Slick:  Wouldn’t it be more beneficial for the Task Force to be on the panel?  Tullos:  Yes.  I think it would help clear up miscommunication.  Also, I think there has been rumors going around that the Greek community is leaving campus.  I have talked to Dean Siscoe, and she has said this will not be happening.  Kobler:  Any specific chapters?  Tullos:  No.

3. Dean Pocklington and Mark Rhodes:  They will be coming to Senate.

b. Vice President Peters:
1. Meet and Greets:  If ya’ll are having trouble finding a time for the meet and greets, do it at an event.  Don’t just stand there at your meet and greets.  Come prepared.

2. One-on-Ones – Come prepared with questions.  We won’t just hang out.

3. West bridge tables – I am sending around a sheet to sign up to sit at the table.  It will count as an office hour.

4. Affiliate Program – I will give more information next week.  We will have one.
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. We would like a full formal Senate picture for the website. More info coming later.

2. Placards and nametags are in, pick them up if you haven’t already.

3. Polos will hopefully be in by the end of the week.

4. Email absences to me Friday by 5, same for minute amendments.

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. If I have to leave my seat, you know there is something important that we need to talk about.  Please check your e-mail on a consistent basis!  This is an important part of your job!!!

2. We will be interviewing for our Accountant Position.  Let me know if you would like to help with the interviews.

e. Chief of Staff Lane:
1. I thought Provost Ludden was good.  I also wanted to thank Chair Kobler for his extensive report.  Thank you!  Thanks to all of the Chairs for getting everything in on time.

2. PIF’s – the previous ones are being handled.  They will be scanned by Assistant Comptroller Enriquez.  Briceno:  What are PIF’s?  Lane:  Public Information Files.
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. Fridays at 5:00!

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. No report.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

1. MOM went well.  17 organizations did not attend.  

2. The Gamerz, Squash, Badminton, and Cycling clubs will be coming in this week.

i. New Business:

(1) None

ii. Old Business:

(1) None:

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1.  I talked to Ms. Gadston who handles the RFOC contract.  We might need to look at this before the bid process comes up.

c. Membership – Chair Eaton: ABSENT

1.  Lane:  Grace Brauser – Cox Senator.  Motion to appoint Grace Brauser as Cox Senator.  Second.  Motion passes.

2.  Also, Kirsten Clark will be presented next week for Communications Chair.

d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey: 

1. We have been contacting hosts committees for our event.  They are very excited and want to know what we are doing.  

2. We are about to send out invitations as well

3. I also met with Dean Brittel as well about the Chinese Program major.  I hopefully will be meeting with Provost Ludden as well.

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. Alcohol Issues/Task Force – the committee is in need of legislation on the Good Samaritan Act.  There are numerous benchmark universities who do have this program as well.  I have worked with Deanie Kepler recently who has helped me get information on this.  The committee also feels that over enforcement is causing students to binge drink.  We need to work on open communication with SMU PD and faculty.  Refer to Section 2.08 (c)  Any violations of privacy should be reported by students.  Nothing will be done unless students start to voice their concerns and objections.  Also, the committee wishes that the Task Force meetings would be open to all students so they are not kept in the dark.  The Task Force should be focusing more on drugs and not alcohol. 

2. Vice-Chair Fernandez – We are working on recycling for Greek houses.  I had been told that it was very expensive, but it isn’t.  The city will actually pick it up from the houses if put in a blue trash sack.  Tullos:  I actually got recycling for my sorority house.  Our house manager will be presenting it in Panhellenic this week.  Hayden:  Can we get money for cans and bottles?  Fernandez:  I’m not sure.  I can check on it.  Engel:  What are the restrictions on recycling?  Fernandez:  We have a single stream process here at SMU.
f. Communications – VACANT:

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

- I will be making copies of the committee’s recommendations and sending out the report over e-mail.  

(1) Black Men Emerging

(2) CHAS

(3) Perkins Student Association

(4) Engineers Without Borders – We will need to suspend the rules.  They need money to go to Mexico for working on a water purification process.  They need 3 plane tickets to Portland, Oregon – 3 @ 350 = $1050; 2 hotel rooms for 2 nights – 4 @ 80 = $320, and registration fees – 3 @ 40 = $120.  Motion to suspend the rules.  Second.  Motion passes.  Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Engineers Without Borders receives $1490.00

2. Old Business

(1) LEAD – Emerging Leaders

(2) Panhellenic

Motion to view these in block.  Second.  Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  The motion was approves




- Bhakti Yoga is using all of the money we gave them. There was do debt.

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. F-07-09-02:  A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE BY-LAWS.

Lane:  There is some stuff that will be added next week.  I will send those out for next week.  Basically, the R&R committee took away the power of recommendations for legislation.  We need to come up with a way that if legislation comes through about in regards to a committee, it can come through the committee first so that they can give a recommendation with some validity.


      Questions:  Bullock:  Which committee does this involve?  Lane:  All standing.  

Bullock:  When was this legislation sent.  Lane:  Last night.  Hayden:  So is this 

changing who has input about their committee?  Lane:  Yes.  This gives chairs the 

chance to give their opinion in the legislation process.  It gives them a voice, but not a 

binding voice.  Hayden:  Are you going to give some more definition to the stopping 

point?  Lane:  That is something that I can certainly add.  Motion to end questions.  

Second.  Questions ended.
X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. Administrations View on Alcohol Use on Campus

Zinkand:  What do you all think the administrations view on alcohol should be?

Questions:  Pitts:  Have you looked into the proper ways to the licensing of selling alcohol in University Park.  Zinkand:  No.  Stockham:  Have you looked at the TABC laws?  Zinkand:  Not really.  I just want to get your input on how the administration should look at this issues.  Hayden:  Is carrying a a 30 pack of Keystone on campus on game days actually against the law?  Zinkand:  Yes.  You got it.  Engel:  What was the boulevard like before the TABC cracked down on underage drinking on game day.  Jones: Typically the same, just without bartenders and wristbands.  Engel:  Does the Texas State Rule hold true on campus?  Lane:  Yes, they have to be within eyesight though.  Mauldin:  You say you don’t want to see students drinking on the way to class, how do we draw the line?  Zinkand:  That is definitely something we should look at.  Namdar:  Have you looked at our benchmark schools who do have alcohol on campus?  Zinkand: A few.  Vanderbilt and Middlebury do have pubs on campus.  Thornley:  Before we try to create a whole change on campus, do you think it would be more important to change the administrations view of students drinking on campus.  Zinkand:  That is something that we should try, but how do we do it?  Drake:  As far as SMU as a university having to enforce some Greek laws, SMU doesn’t have to enforce harsher laws than it has itself.  Lane:  SMU enforces that Greek organization’s national rules.  However, if a student is under 21, they have to enforce that law.

Debate:  Zinkand:  I am trying to come up with something for legislation.  What can we do to put up with something with some teeth.  Hayden:  Last year, I heard RA’s say that if they don’t see it or hear about it, it isn’t happening.  There needs to be a more realistic outlook on this.  Goodman: Cost is certainly something we need to look at.  Peters:  I do agree that a realistic mindset is important, but we can’t make them do that.  From their standpoint, it is hard to accept that.  We need to get some clarity on the rules.  Thornley:  I think we need to pass legislation where this should be like the boulevard 24/7.  Motion to extend time by 8 minutes.  Second.  Motion passes.  15/13/3.  Hanson:  How do we go about the universities objections through a legal responsibility aspect as well as a religious/moral aspect.  I think we need to be careful in what we define as realistic.    Lane:  The university can’t make it a policy to be more lenient on alcohol use on campus.  It would have to be something behind closed doors.  This can’t be something submitted into the Student Code of Conduct.  Matthews:  We can’t make legislation to be more lenient, but what if we did allow drinking on campus if you were 21.  It seems that it is arbitrary that it is allowed on game days.  Drake:  I don’t think that it should be proposed for every day.  Mauldin:  They might could come back and say it for no day.  If you want to be taken seriously, we can’t just ask them to be more lenient.  Hayden:  The culture is completely different in a Fraternity house on a night when 1000 students are there versus a Monday night football game.  I think the “Sober Brother” idea is great.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Pitts:  I have some tickets for the SMU/TCU game.  Let me know if you would like them

b. Lane:  I do understand the keeping of rules is very important, but let us please keep the hostility down and just represent our constituents.

c. Tullos:  632 rides were given this week with Giddy Up.

d. Hanson:  Mustang Post is coming out Thursday and handed out at the HT West Bridge.

e. Hayden:  I have packets for Dollars for Darfur.  

f. Goodman:  I think it is great we are making copies of the PIFs.  Members of SNL are going to the DMA.  Let me know if you would like to attend.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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