MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

September 11, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:30 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

As also remembering the tragedies of September 11.
III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Chief of Staff Lane
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	

	Senator Hayden
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Lensing
	

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Lowenfield
	A

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Meek-Beck
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Narvaez
	

	Senator Nerio
	

	Senator North
	

	Senator Norvell
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1. Joe Carreoon – I would like to invite you all to the events of Hispanic Heritage Month.  We have a great film coming called, “I Love Miami” as well as some other.  There will be other events throughout the week as well.  Thank you for your time.

2. Torrie Miller – President of LEAD.  The Crain Leadership Conference is this weekend.  I have applications and today is the last day to sign up.  Goodman:  If you cannot stay for the whole time, can you still participate?  Miller:  It would really not be beneficial.  

3. Inauguration:  Inauguration of those who did not attend the Spring Retreat, Law Senators, Theology Senators and First Year Senators.

4. Questions:  Dr. Dee Siscoe and Associate Provost Tunks: Siscoe:  Dr. Tunks and I chair the task force on Drugs and Alcohol.  We are trying to evaluate everything relating to substance abuse within our university.  We want to hear student voices on this issue.  In order for us to figure out how to change the culture, we need to hear everyone’s voice.  We want feedback.  Tunks:  The formation of this Task Force was after the tragic deaths last year.  However, this was not the purpose for its formation.  Last year’s tragedies prompted us to do this now!  We are not starting from zero. Also, at the left hand side of the SMU homepage, a link says “Live Responsibly.”  This will lead you to information regarding the Task Force.  Siscoe:  We get asked, “What is the University doing to attack these problems?”  We go through Alcohol EDU, AARO presentations, and numerous other initiatives.  New this year, we have a health educator whose job is to reach out to students regarding any health issues that students need to learn about.  Also, we have a program, “Because I Care.”  It is a peer intervention program.  Also, we have other new initiatives.  We are looking at how we are compared to our benchmark schools.  Tunks:  We were given a charge by President Turner, and it is not a small feat.  We are to report back to him by the end of the Fall Semester.  We don’t know the size of the problems until we get some feedback.  We are setting up an anonymous blog which we hope will be able to give us some uninhibited opinions.  You won’t find many people on this campus who don’t want to help their fellow peers and make SMU better.  Stenger:  What do you think about bringing back the Good Samaritan Law and the idea of the loss of the Greek system?  Siscoe:  The Good Samaritan Law is on the table currently.  We never did have it.  Also, the future of the Greek system does have their fate in their hands.  Bullock:  What would be the best way to be involved in this process?  Tunks:  The first people who have been involved have been from the Advertising Institute.  They did a lot of research on campus and we have already talked to them.  The next is with the Greek leaders this Friday.  If you contact Dr. Siscoe or myself and we can hopefully place you somewhere.  There are those who can come and talk to the whole task force and then there are focus groups.  Just contact us.  Siscoe:  You and everyone you know should write in on the blog.  You don’t have to commit time and can give your feedback.  Tullos:  The blog really will be the best way… and it will be anonymous.  Matthews:  How do we reach the blog?  Tullos:  It is not live but we will let you know when it is up.  Kobler:  As members of the task force, do you support police officers to appear in the Greek houses and in common areas?  Siscoe:  We are in no way urging officers to seek problems out.  This does not come from the Task Force.  We do however have officers go on rounds in common areas however.  Lane:  How were the students appointed on the task force.  Siscoe:  Dr. Turner appointed them specifically.  Lane:  Are you polling or making a recommendation?  Tunks:  We are going to make a recommendation.  Hayden:  We have been told that alcohol violations have gone way up this year.  Do you think that this is because of more drinking on campus or stricter enforcement.  Siscoe:  It has gone up three times that of last year, but probably because we did not have a home football game in the first few weeks of school.  There really has not been stricter enforcement.  Hayden:  Are you all worried that more enforcement is pushing students off campus and taking the issue elsewhere.  Tunks:  Sure.  This is something that we are going over currently.  Montesi:  With some of our benchmark schools, the police officers are viewed as mentors and not as feared as they are at SMU.  Siscoe:  This is not a simple issue.  The enforcement aspect really will be looked at heavily.  Hanson:  Has the task force looked at the faith based aspect of the problem?  Tunks:  It is on the agenda.  Zinkand:  How are you advertising all of these initiatives?  Siscoe:  There have been numerous ways to address this, and yet students don’t know.  We need your opinion.  Zinkand:  Do you have any statistics about how affective Alcohol EDU truly is?  Have you looked at the “forbidden fruit” aspect of the issue?  Siscoe:  This is so difficult.  We did not get to decide the 21 drinking age law.  We need to look at how we comply with the Federal law.  Tunks:  We do have members on the Task Force from our benchmark schools and are giving great insight from the way they attacked these problems.  Jose:  Motion to move into debate.  Second.  Motion passes.  Tullos:  Motion to extend time by 15 minutes. Second. Motion passes

Debate:  Tullos:  This is your time that you can make suggestions and let us know what changes need to be made.  Kobler: Would you ever consider electing a student to sit on the Task Force?  Tunks:  We can ask the President.  Hayden:  We really do know that students who are not 21 do drink.  Is it going to be realistic.  When you push, and push, people, you tend to create a bigger problem.  Siscoe.  I do understand.  The Task Force will give a written report by December.  Briceno:  Are you considering having a First Year on the committee?  Siscoe:  We would love to, but we can only have so many people.  We want to hear from everyone.  Slick:  Very few of us hear anything about you getting out to the student body about what you all are doing.  We really don’t know anything.  We wish students could be involved more.  We also want you to know that it may not all be about the Greek system.  Siscoe:   We really want to reach out to you.  We want to keep you informed.  Longhofer:  It would really be great to have a town hall meeting to get everyone involved.  Also, we really do need to look at the judicial process.  We need to do something that evokes a change.   Siscoe:  Please let us know through the blog.  Montesi:  I know the Greek community feels that it is being attacked through the Task Force.  You really need to reach out to them.  Do you think that through this Task Force, we will be taking a realistic look at alcohol use?  Siscoe:  Alcohol and Drug abuse is the number one issue on college campuses.  We are looking at what other schools have been doing regarding this exercise.  We can only change things if we hear from everybody.  We know we can’t make everyone happy, but we want to do the best job we can.  Goodman:  I do think this is a great idea, specifically looking at our benchmark schools.  Can we get Megan Knapp’s e-mail and the blog address?  Siscoe:  Obviously, we don’t want this to be the end of our discussion.  Please e-mail us and go on the blog to give us your feedback.  Tunks:  The only way we can find a solution is if everybody participates.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Dedman Dean Search:  Thank you Charles and Paige for going to the committee meeting.  The search should be done by March.

2. Top 5:  I got to share them with Dr. White yesterday.  Something as an idea is a peer advisor to help with our advising problems.  We also need to get appointees for the Dedman Advising Board.  

3. Visitors:  Thank you all for being so respectable.  Mark Rhodes will be coming as well as Dean Pocklington.  The others will be Provost Ludden, Co-Directors of the Health Center, and VP of Finance Casey.

4. Task Force:  I have always felt that my concerns have been heard.  Let me know if there is something you want me to address.  Goodman:  What time do you meet on Friday?

b. Vice President Peters:
1. Crew:  I sit on this committee that is more like an informational setting every Monday morning.  It is all faculty and administration except for me.  I am trying to work for ya’ll.  I talked about bringing a pub to campus, and they were not totally opposed.  They are starting a peer hotline as well.  This could be a great way to tackle these issues.  They are going to talk to us next Tuesday, hopefully.  Be ready for questions.  We talked about the Good Samaritan Law as well.  They said that if you call and your friend needs to go to the hospital, you will not get an AV.  Yesterday was my first meeting.

2. Retreat:  It was great.  Thanks for all coming. Please fill out the evaluations and turn it in at the end.

3. One-on-ones:  I need an e-mail with those times as well as for office hours.  Manthey:  Will you share your idea of a Senate Sky Box with the Senate?   Peters:  Later.

4. Questions:  Zinkand:  What are the current specifics of the Affiliate Program?  Peters:  Jose:  We had legislation about this voted down last year.  
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Passing around sheet for polo info.  If returning you don’t need a polo and don’t have to pay.  Hafta hafta hafta hafta have polo money by today!  Polos will be ordered tomorrow.

2. Placards and name tags should be in by Friday.

3. I’m setting up an Excel spreadsheet detailing everybody’s absences.  Excuses are due Friday at 5 p.m.  Absences for retreat are handled according to the by-laws, Article I, Section 4.  Three absences and you’re out.  Two tardies are an absence.  Johnson: Do senators have 24 hour access to HT?  JJ: Yes.  Johnson: I don’t.  Namdar: Tardies to chamber for class? Lamar: Email me.  Manthey: Access to T drive?  Lamar: Email me.  Goodman: Problems with HT access on Sundays.

4. Amendments to minutes have to be in Friday at 5 p.m.  Amendments are for content purposes that go completely against what was actually said or happened, not nit picky stuff.  Zinkand: Is missing a committee meeting a tardy?  Dowling: Yes, not absence.  Narvaez: Minutes after meeting? Lamar: Yes.

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. We are hiring a full time accountant and will be doing phone interviews tomorrow.  I will be contacting you regarding some of the interviews.  

2. Let me know who would like to be on the Food Services Advisory Committee.  Johnson:  So do you plan programs?  Hayden:  No, they do help for your feedback.

e. Chief of Staff Lane:
1. I was very disappointed with the speakers today.  We need to make sure we are holding them accountable.  I want to know that it is more than a PR move.  

2. One-on-Ones:  They will be on Sunday.  I will get with you at recess. 

3. Committee meetings do start this week.  Make sure you attend.  There is an attendance policy.  

4. Please encourage your friends to join committees to be general committee members.  We want to reach out to everyone.

5. Goodman:  What is the situation with the PIF’s and the hired help?  Lane:  I’m not sure.
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. Please send in your submissions for the agenda by Friday at 5:00 p.m. 

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. No report.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) We have the MOM today.  It is a way to show the organizations how to be successful and all the opportunities they have as chartered student organizations

(2) Also, our first meeting is on Thursday at 6:00.  

(3) Bullock: When are the MOM’s?  Reiff:  5:00 today and tomorrow in the HT Ballrooms.

ii. Old Business:

(1) None:

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1.  We met yesterday… at 8:00 a.m.  Come if you would like.

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. We did an interview for the Cox seat.  Her name is Grace Brauser.  We will present her next week.  Drake:  I never got an e-mail about committee assignments.  Slick:  When and where are your meetings?  Thursdays at 12:00 in the SAMSA

d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey: 

1. Our meetings are on Thursday’s at 2:00.

2. We are working on invitations and invite lists currently.  We will approach you personally to attend the event.

3. Apply for scholarships.

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:
1. We bought the box for by the Mane Desk.  Amber is in charge of this.  Please tell all your constituents about this.  

2. We set the date for Thursday, October 25th at 3:30.  We want to really push this!

3. I e-mailed Chief Schaffer about the Good Samaritan Law.

4. Our committee meets Wednesdays at 5:30 in Portico E.

5. We always want to have your input.  

6. Tullos:  I e-mailed Mr. Orsini about tickets.  The ticket officer said he is working on opening up a new ticket booth.

f. Communications – Chair Simpson:

1.  None.

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) Lead – EL Retreat

(2) Panhellenic – National Panhellenic Convention

2. Old Business

(1) None

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Mitchell:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. None.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Goodman:  Please come to LEAD tomorrow.  

b. Jose:  Reminder that there is no debate on the finance pieces unless there is a complaint filed.

c. Narvaez:  Be sure to come to Hispanic Heritage Events.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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