MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

September 4, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:34 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Chief of Staff Lane
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	A

	Senator Hayden
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Lensing
	

	Senator Longhofer
	

	Senator Lowenfield
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Narvaez
	

	Senator Nerio
	

	Senator North
	

	Senator Norvell
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM  

1. Bhakti Yoga – Sriram – We are requesting funding for a lecture for a speaker fee and various other needs for an amout of $1,800.  Also, we are requesting for a lecture series for knowledge, physical health, and love.  We are requesting for speaker fees of $3,900 for the series.  Nerio:  Are you chartered?  Sriram:  Yes

2. Ad Club – Amanda Ross – Treasurer – We are requesting $2,700 for the AAF meeting.  Last year, the meeting was canceled without any notice to us and we were not able to use that money for anything else because the budgeting process doesn’t allow it.  We hope that we were not penalized for not using the money since we had no control over the cancellation.  Gordon (from Ad Club):  The Ad Club helps to represent SMU on a national level.  Lane:  How much money is in your checking account?  Ross:  $1,900.  Lane:  What will it be used for?  Ross:  For other yearly expenses unforeseen.  Stenger:  If you aren’t funded for this, where will the money come from?  Ross:  That is a good question.  Goodman:  What other funding have you been seeking?  Ross:  We have done fundraising, but we are asking for the bare minimum.  We can’t really get this accomplished without your help.  Lowenfield:  Is the conference really going to happen this year?  Ross:  To our knowledge, yes. 

3. Abby Hoak – Student Foundation – I am here to give you an update about SF.  We plan Family Weekend, Homecoming, Tate Lecture Series, Celebration of Lights, and numerous other annual events.  Auditions for the Family Weekend Talent show will September 10th.  Please let me know if you would like to audition.

4. Michael Goodman – First of all, I would like to thank Chief of Staff Lane for corresponding with me about the PIF’s via e-mail.  During the retreat, be sure to talk to some of the veteran members to get a good background for Senate.  We don’t have a PIF file for 2006-2007 year yet, but I’m sure it will be coming soon.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Update on Dr. Caswell – I just got off the phone with him.  He wanted to thank you for the card we sent.

2. Mane Desk Tickets - We now cannot go to the Mane Desk to get our football tickets early, which created a very long line at the game.  Let me know if you would like to help me figure out why this has changed.  Hayden:  Did he give you any reasoning?  J. Jones:  They are trying to get rid of the double entrance of students and thus they are losing sales on tickets.  Goodman:  I received an e-mail that Dedman Center will be closed on game days.  Do you know why Dedman Center is closed on game days?  Tullos:  I would hope that everyone would be at the game, not at Dedman.  Longhofer:  This is a decision made by Athletics?  Tullos:  Yes.  

3. Mark Your Calendars – October 12, 2007 4:00 – 5:30:  Student Senate and Admin Reception.

b. Vice President Peters:
1. Retreat – We are changing the meeting time to 4:00 p.m. on Friday at the flagpole.  Please bring comfortable clothing, a sleeping bag, and other “camp” stuff.  Get excited for the retreat!
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Get money to me by Friday, $25 for polos

2. Nothing on absences; for retreat, email me so we can discuss

3. Will send out minutes every Tuesday after meeting, email corrections to me

4. Roster has been updated; Manthey: Can you please put in excel for mac users? Dowling: Yes, and have hard copy on Friday

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

e. Chief of Staff Lane:
1. Please be sure to stay up on your e-mails.  This is very important in regards to representing your constituents well.

2. We will have cabinet today.

3. Bullock:  When will we know which committee we are on? Lane:  I just officially received them.  I will let you know ASAP.
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. New Senators, please do not feel overwhelmed with our first piece of legislation today. 

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. No report.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) None

ii. Old Business:

(1) None:

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1.  No report.

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Elections for First Years are tomorrow and Thursday.  

2. Open seats need to be filled!

3. We need an Election Appeals Board:  Floor opened for nominations.  Nominees:  Hanson, Bullock, Lowenfield, Reiff, Kobler, Stenger, Hayden, Hinderland.  Floor closed for nominations.  Motion to approve the nominations.  The motion passes.

d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey: 

1. Our event planning is going well.  Our meetings are now Thursday at 2:00.  

2. The Endowment Event will be Friday, November 9th at 4:00.

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1.  We had an informal meeting last week.  The first 15-20 minutes of the meeting will be open to student groups to come and voice their concerns.  Goodman:  What should you do if you have a conflict at the time of this meeting?  Kobler:  E-mail me.  Hanson:  Have you looked into problems with parking?  Kobler:  We are looking at a defensive driving course to work.  Hanson:  Were you aware that the problems that I have been make aware of that they were not enforcing tickets enough?  Kobler:  No.  
f. Communications – VACANT:

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) Ad Club

    Questions: They are asking for a good bit of money.  As of s    

    standards, we should fund for $400.00 more.  Mauldin:  What 

    will the new total be?  Hinderland:  We would increase it to an 

    additional $650.00  Goodman:  I never recall the Ad Club  

    contacting me.  Why is my name on the bill as their Senate 

    sponsor?  Hinderland:  I am not sure.  Bullock:  Can we put a 
    clause on this if the 

    event does not happen, we get the money back.  Hinderland:  

    We can certainly try. Move to end questions. Second.  The 

    motion passes.   

    Debate:  Call to questions.  

    Vote: Motion to fund Ad Club $650.00.  Second.  Motion 

    passes.

    Motion to suspend the rules and see the next two pieces as Old    

    Business.  Motion passes

(2) Bhakti Yoga





     Questions:  North:  How many requests did they submit last 

     year?  Hinderland:  They just missed the cut off for submitting a 

     budget.  Motion to call to questions.  Second.  Motion fails.  

     Hayden:  What is this years decision on the problem of 

     speaker’s fees?  Hinderland:  Whenever, an organization calls it 

     a fee, we have to see it as a fee.  We do $50 for an honorarium.  

     Bullock:  Did the group have any trouble within the 

     organization, and is this the reason they are coming so often?  

     Hinderland:  No, they just became chartered after the dealine.  

     Namdar:  How has their attendance been?  Hinderland:  I’m not 

     sure, but they have had numerous events.  

     Debate:  Lowenfield:  I think we should vote up to standards, 

     minus the DC add.  Call to question.  

     Vote:  Lowenfield:  Vote to fund $240.00 to Bhakti Yoga.  

     Second.  The motion passes.

(3) Bhakti Yoga 

Questions: Lowenfield: Is this the same event that I received an e-mail about yesterday?  Has anything already been paid for?  Hinderland:  I’m not sure but can find out if we fund them.  Bullock:  Is food being paid for?  Hinderland:  We do pay for food for speakers.  Longhofer:  Is the $250 for advertising up to standards?  Hinderland:  I’m not sure.  Bullock:  Do we pay for cab fares?  Hinderland:  No.  Narvaez:  Why are we paying for two different airfares?  Hinderland:  I think he is going somewhere else.  We normally pay for a round trip. Lane:  I agree with Lowenfield to fund in zero. Goodman: Are you aware that I was a part of an organization that picked up a speaker in their own car, and did not pay for a cab?  Motion to end questions.  

Debate:  Lowenfield:  Motion to fund in zero.  Second. Longhofer:  I would like to friendly amend the amount to $1,470.00, knowing that we will get money back if there is debt.  Friendly amendment accepted.  Lane:  We should be very careful about spending our students’ activities funds.  Call to questions.  Motion to pay $1470.00.  Second.  Fails.  Lowenfield:  Motion to fund for airfare.  We need to find a happy medium.  Longhofer:  We do need to spend our money carefully, but they are a new organization and we do need to make sure that they are informed correctly.  Zinkand:  Motion to pay $900.00.  Second.  Bullock:  Why could they not have gone through Summer Senate?  Tullos:  We would have asked them to go through the regular funding process since this event will be three weeks after school started.  Call to question.  

Vote:  Motion to fund $900.00.  Second.  Motion passes.

2. Old Business

(1) None

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Mitchell:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. F-07-08-01 A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE STUDENT SENATE ELECTION CODE.

Motion to view as Old Business.  Second.  Motion passes.
Seikaly:  Would all Senators who have not been inaugurated please raise their hands?  The following have not been inaugurated and cannot vote:  Ali, Bailey, Drake, Lensing, Mauldin, Lanoux, Pitts, Pyron, and Hayden.  Tullos:  Because you all have not been inaugurated, technically you are not allowed to vote.  You will be trained at the retreat this weekend and be inaugurated on Tuesday with the First-Year Senators.  Goodman:  I don’t think we should let it slide that Senators voted and/or debated on something when they had not been inaugurated.  This is not an attack on those Senators.
Questions:  Jose:  This is to update the Election Code in order to harmonize it with the newly revised Student Body Constitution and our By-laws.  There are no substantive changes that are not harmonizing this document to those that supercede this one.  The original election code stated that if the Parliamentarian could not chair the Appeals Committee, the highest Student Body Officer would become the chair.  Bullock:  What is the reasoning for expediting this process?  Jose:  We need this for the Election Appeals Board, and they bylaws do not contain much of the information that is needed if the board is needed.  We just need harmonize the documents. Eaton:  It is actually the Membership Committee’s responsibility to update the Election Code. Pitts:  Why was this not changed with R&R?  Jose:  I’m not sure.  I came into the committee late.  Tullos:  How would this affect or not affect the First Year Senator elections.  Jose:  This will only help the process if the Election Appeals Board is called.  The Membership Committee will handle any complaint about an election process, and the Election Appeals Board is only called if there is a complaint about the Membership Committee parliamentary procedure.  Lowenfield:  Motion to end questions.  Second.  Motion passes.

Debate:  Jose:  This is simply to harmonize.  Lowenfield:  Friendly amendment to strike “Undergraduate” in line 33.  Accepted.  Nerio:  Friendly amendment for line 109 to add, “In the event that the Parliamentarian is associated with the election, the highest ranking student body officer will take over as chair of the Elections Appeal Board.  If all Student Body Officers are running, the Student Senate Advisor shall take over as Chair of the Committee.”   Goodman:  Is there a copy on an Election Code that I can look at and for the rest of the chamber to see?  Jose:  We don’t have any printed copies.  Peters:  There is no reason R&R did not change this last year.  Vote it up.  Narvaez:  I was wondering why the class council section were stricken.  Jose:  They are now appointments.  Lowenfield:  Call to question.

Vote:  Motion to approve resolution F-07-08-01.  Second.  Motion passes.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. None.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Tullos:  September 11, Dr. Siscoe and Tunks will be coming to answer questions about the Drug and Alcohol Task Force.

b. Lane:  Please check your e-mail for Committee times and placement.

c. Johnson:  I would like to invite everyone to the AKA house for a Relationship Talk

d. Goodman:  I said nay to close the floor to nominations to make sure that we are taking things seriously.  Also, although it may have sounded like a joke, my point earlier about the Finance bills is that we need to follow the rules.  Even though is may not seem like much that they asked for, it is still a lot of money.  We need to handle things up to standards. 
e. Moon:  Please send me your Bio with a jpg picture.  

f. Peters:  If your name is on the board, please see me afterwards.  I need to get your release form.

g. Tullos:  4:00 pm – the busses are leaving.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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