MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

May 1, 2007
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Vice President Peters at 4:25 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Chief of Staff Lane
	

	Parliamentarian Jose
	

	Senator Ali
	A

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Drake
	A

	Senator Engel
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Hanson
	

	Senator Harkins
	

	Senator Hayden
	

	Senator Jose
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lensing
	A

	Senator Lin
	A

	Senator Longhofer
	A

	Senator Lowenfield
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Melik
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Narvaez
	

	Senator North
	

	Senator Norvell
	A

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	

	Vice-Chair Fernandez
	

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	

	Chair Manthey
	

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	

	Chair Reiff
	

	Chair Simpson
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1. Tullos:  We will have a special speaker today, Dallas Mayor Laura Miller.  Please be respectful. Mayor Laura Miller:  I apologize for being so late.  You are dressed even nicer than Dallas City Council.  I came because I was invited by the past Environment Committee.  I want to stress the importance of having an Environment Committee.  The Stop Global Warming Tour really showed the nation that SMU cares about the environment and global warming.  It worries me that you are collapsing this group in one committee.  I know you all feel, since it was a unanimous vote, that you feel environmental issues will still be taken care of.  I think it is great that students who have different opinions should have their own committee.  We need to have an openness of ideas.  Liz Healy is a great example of this.  The environment committee needs to stay.  If the budget is a problem, I can pay the $600 dollars, and find someone to match it for the next year.  Environmental issues are at the forefront of our nation.  It is the most important issues facing our nation.  I was just at a national conference, and the main issue we talked about was the environment.  You have many supporters within the community. Please use them.  Jose:  Since the new committee now has more people, can’t they help environmental issues more?  Miller:  No.  What is most important is that students in a democratic society have the ability and support to fight for their issues.  I am advocating for the students of the Environment Committee.  Seikaly: The Diversity and Environment Committee have now emerged into one Student Concerns Committee.  They now have one stable committee.  It is more efficient to have one committee.  We do have 2 organizations on campus, SBS and Environmental Society, are they not sufficient?  Miller:  When we in Dallas have to take away a committee, we decide at the urging of the committee. In this case, you have very engaged chairs who want the committee to remain.  Seikaly:  Are you aware that the committee is not supposed to program?  Miller:  Is it bad that people on the committee want to help the environment?  You (the environment committee) are great and I will help you find the funding.  As long as you have students on the campus who want to program, you should let them do it.  I want them to stay.  I am a voice for that these students are doing.  Tullos:  Senate is in support who want to make an impact on our campus.  We moved them so that we empower our student organizations to do those organizations.  We have plenty of money to do the programming, but we want to empower our student organizations.  Miller:  If the other environment organizations weren’t doing anything, wouldn’t you want the committee being allied with the school.  Wouldn’t you be proud of your group who is impacting the campus in a positive manner?  Lane:  Have you read the new bylaws?  Miller:  No.  Lane:  Are you aware that the new committee allows more manpower and allows us to tackle the issues at multiple angles?  Miller:  If I was the chair, I would want to have the support of my colleges.  Lane:  Is that to say it is all based on title?  Miller:  I have a vision for being Mayor of Dallas.  If I was chair if the committee, I would want the support of my fellow Senate members.  Hayden:  Motion to extent time by 8 minutes.  Passed.  Namdar: Do you feel we aren’t representing our constituents?  Miller:  There is a difference of opinions.  That is it.  We need strong leaders of environmental change.  You should embrace your differences.  Zinkand:  Would you be willing to fund the $600 for the Student Concerns committee, specifically for environmental issues.  Miller:  No.  There is a passion that you are putting away.  Hayden:  I think there is a bit of a misunderstanding.  Our body is not about programming.  Miller:  Why do you have an environmental committee?  Hayden:  We write legislation that is passed on to our administration. Russ:  We transformed our bylaws so that our body can help make better changes.  We were mostly programming, not passing legislation urging our administration to fight for environmental issues.  Miller:  Is the whole committee graduating?  Russ:  The chairs are.  Miller: Usually it is those who do are the ones who have ideas for legislation.  Hayden:  Being that diversity and education are an important, would you fund the Student Concerns Committee.  Miller:  No.  You have plenty of money.  Nate Crain:  Would you be willing to fund them in larger areas?  Miller: No. What is your name?  Are you a student or teacher here?  Crain:  You know who I am.  I was the Dallas County Republican Chairman.  You’ve met me twice personally.  Miller:  I’m not a Republican, I wouldn’t know.  

2. Mike Paul: Director of Energy Management, here in support of previous Environment Committee.  By looking at benchmark schools, most all have Environment Committees.  Some are new and others are legendary.  This gives us a way to directly work on environment issues, student concerns does not do this – we will lose the contact.  Jose: would office be unopen to working with student concerns? Paul: No, but will lose the direct connection.  We will lose the focused interest. Jose:  Your office wouldn’t be open to being in direct contact with the committee? Paul:  No, we would.  Lane: Have you looked at the new bylaws of the committee? Paul:  No, none of the previous or new.  Hanson:  Please name 11 schools.  Paul:  Emory, Duke, Northwestern, etc.  and I will pass the sheet around.  Hanson:  From my research, Harvard, Yale, Stanford, none have environment committees.  Paul:  will send that link out.  Seikaly:  Are you awar we have SBS and Environmental Society?  Paul:  Yes but we can’t directly support them.  Seikaly:  Since these are chartered organizations, you wouldn’t work with these chartered organizations.  Paul: No, they are clubs.  North:  Whey can’t you accept any help?  Paul:  No, I’m the one usually providing help.  We got energy advertising pamphlets, and I could justify buying them.  North:  You used funds from your department to fund the environment committee?  Paul:  Yes.  Lowenfield:  Why can’t you support a club?  Paul:  It isn’t justifiable.  Namdar:  Are you aware that one of the vice-chairs is actively involved with the Environmental Society?  Paul: No.  Kobler:  Just to make you aware, we are actively working with our new bylaws to help environment issues.  Paul:  Thank you.  Who are the new vice-chairs?  Ok.  I have been a member of the committee from the beginning of my six years here.  Shame that students will lose their voice.

3. Tiana Lightfoot:  Paul’s carziness helped lead the university and in getting the Embry Building LEAD certified.  Thanks to Mike for being so involved.  His focus is the environment, not diversity or academics.  We need to reach out more to students.  Jose:  Do you and the other environmentalists on campus not care about the environment since the committee is no longer apart of Senate.?  Lightfoot:  No, we do care about the environment.  Hanson:  Do you not know that we had over eight members on the committee who recommended these changes?  Lightfoot: Yes.  Hanson: Do you not know that we are single minded individuals.  Lightfoot: Yes.  Hayden: Being that Senate revised their bylaws, do you not believe we will hold our members accountable to what we were elected to do.  Lightfoot:  Few actually do the work.  Lane: Have you read the bylaws?  Lightfoot:  Yes.  Thornley:  Why do you feel we must have a separate committee?  Lightfoot: Yes, but we have tons of different committees on Senate.  Thornley:  Are the 2 environmental clubs enough.  Lightfoot:  No.  Seikaly: By bringing them back, would this take away from our other organizations? Lightfoot: No.  Simpson:  Is the success due to the previous student’s passions?  Lightfoot:  Yes.  Simpson:  Do we still have these passionate individual’s?  Lightfoot:  Yes.  Tullos:  You don’t believe that this year could be considered a success, not a failure?  Lightfoot:  It all depends on Andrea Fernandez.  Goodman:  Are we trying to change this before we have even seen how it will work out next year?  Lightfoot:  Why wouldn’t you want to take credit for a great committee?

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. If you are on Summer Senate, please stay afterwards.

2. Thank you all for being so respectful of Mayor Laura Miller.

b. Vice President Peters:

1. Chief of Staff Elections:  Seikaly: Move to open floor for nominations:  Passes.  Nominees:  Lane, Thornley:  Floor Closed.  Speeches:  Lane:  I am one of the most experienced senators in Senate.  Chief of Staff is very important to be knowledgeable, and I have experience.  I have been on the R&R committee, and worked on changing bylaws of Student Concerns committee.  We need transparency and accountability.  Thornley:  While I might not be the most experienced, I have become very involved.  We changed the committee structure, and we need to make that change a successful one.  Our committees are the largest voice we have.  We can have hands on work with them.  Lane elected Chief of Staff.

2. Parliamentarian: Seikaly:  Move to open the floor for nominations: Passes:  Nominees:  Senator Jose.  Floor closed. Elected.

3. Speaker of the Senate:  Motion to open the floor for nominations:  Passes.  Nominees:  Senator Seikaly.  Motion to close.  Division of the house.  Floor Closes.  Elected.  

4. Inauguration of Chief of Staff, Parliamentarian, and Speaker.  

5. Election of Summer Senate:  Lane:  You are allowed to miss one meeting as a member of Summer Senate.  Floor opened for nominations. Passes.  Motion to allow nominations by proxy: Approved. Lane: She has been inaugurated.  Call to Question. Motion passes.  Nominations:  Johnson, Goodman, Narvaez, Namdar, Lowenfield (respectfully decline), Moon, North (respectfully decline)  Floor Closed.  Elected:  Moon, Johnson, Narvaez, Namdar.

6. Election of Rules Tribunal:  Floor opened for nominations:  Nominees:  Hayden, Goodman, Hanson.  Floor closed.  Elected: Hayden, Hanson.

7. For committee reports, please give a time of meeting and let us know what you typically do in your meetings

8. For the Mandatory Senate Retreat, it will be September 7-8.  Get excited!!   
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. I am sending a roster around.  Please note your polo size since we will be requiring you to wear your Senate polo or new tee shirt to the meetings every Tuesday.

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

e. Chief of Staff Lane:

f. Speaker Seikaly
1. No report. 

g. Parliamentarian Jose:

1. No report.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) We will meet on Thursdays at 6:30.

(2) We help student organizations through the chartering process.

ii. Old Business:

(1) None:

b. Executive – President Tullos:

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Not sure when we will meet.  We deal with elections and filling open seats.  Also we work with inauguration
d. Scholarship – Chair Manthey: 

1. We have developed the committee in a great way.  We have two different divisions – Disbursement and Development.  We give out the scholarships and are also working to increase the endowment.  

2. Our meetings will be Thursdays at 5:00 p.m.
e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:
1. I am the new chair for the student concerns committee.  Our main interest is to fully represent all student’s concerns and to do the Pound the Pavement twice this year.  We will meet at 5:30 on Wednesday.

2. Lane: Have you read the new bylaws?  Kobler: Yes.  Namdar:  Will you have a problem representing all students concerns?  Kobler: Yes.  We can all have our differences and respect others.  
f. Communications – Chair Simpson:

1. We will be meeting Wednesdays at 5:00

2. Jose:  What are your thoughts on releasing results of Pound the Pavement?  Simpson:  We need to look at the purpose of the survey.

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) We will meet 8:00-10:00 on Mondays

(2) Please contact my by my e-mail to let me know if you want to be on my committee.  Also, we will have a dress code next year.  We really want some of you new senators to come and see how the committee works.

(3) Namdar:  What do you think of the numbers of members and the appropriation?  Hinderland:  I personally would like to have a smaller committee.  Senators and general members alike are very important to the committee.  

(4) We will have new standards next year, and we will stick to them.  Let me know if you have any suggestions.

2. Old Business

(1) None

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Mitchell:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. None.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Lane:  Chairs, please send me your committee times so that we can talk.  Also, be thinking of which committee you would like to be on.

b. Goodman:  Have a great summer.

c. Johnson:  Will Senator Lane send the committee times to all of senate?  Lane:  Sure.

d. Torrie Miller:  Congratulations to the new SBO’s!!
XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 6:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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