MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

April 15, 2008
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:42 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	A

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parl. Longhofer
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Acosta
	A

	Senator Akers
	T

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Altman
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Larson
	

	Senator Martinez
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Mehdi
	

	Senator Meyer
	

	Senator Moon
	A

	Senator Ordner
	A

	Senator Park
	

	Senator Pitts
	A

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Reyes
	

	Senator Radcliff
	

	Senator Robinson
	

	Senator Shafer
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	A

	Senator Thornley
	A

	Senator Tsai
	A

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Vice-Chair Barbario
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Miller
	A

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1.  Kym Gonzalez – WISE – We are a mentoring and tutoring program for elementary school girls in DISD.  We would really like you to go back and look at our budget.  We had some complications with the format, but we have really experienced some growth and would like you to consider our request.  Bullock:  Do you know if WISE has met with the Organizations Committee recently?  Gonzalez:  I do not believe so.

2. Bud Beunier and Nathan Stockham – Wakeboarding Club – We did a finance request and would like you to suspend the rules.  We were just given a week and a half notice that we are invited to the national competition since UT had to drop out because of injuries.  Nationals will be on CBS in Boulder, CO.  Please fund us and suspend the rules.

3.  Tom Elliot – Spectrum – I would like to ask you for funding for a leadership camp at the end of the summer.  It would be a great way to have a national representative from SMU at this conference.  We made a request to the finance committee and I hope you will grant me the money.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

A. President Tullos:

1. Special Guests – Zoie Liotta and Ben Holland – Senate Scholarship Committee – We would like Senate’s support in either asking for a student fee increase so that we can offer more scholarships.  We had great publicity with receiving over 350 applications for scholarships this Spring.  Holland:  We have been surveying students around campus and we wanted to hear what students had to say about an additional fee for more scholarships.  There are many students who are working very hard to stay here and if they don’t, won’t be able to stay.  The only way we able to raise money typically is from private sources.  There was an overwhelming response to students who would agree to different ranges of increases.  The money would go directly to the students for tuition.  Liotta:  Our slogan is “Students Helping Students” and has been for a long time.  We really just want to add money to the endowment.  Kobler:  Have you ever thought about having a fundraiser?  Holland:  We really want to do something that is consistent over time.  That would certainly be an added bonus.  Mehdi:  You said you had given 200 surveys out.  Do you have any demographics from the survey?  Liotta:  We really don’t, but we have presented this in classes and sent it out via Facebook.  We are working on ways to get this out to more however.  Mehdi:  Have you thought about confronting Aramark since they make a pretty good profit from our students?  Holland:  No.  Matthews:  How would you go about getting this money?  Liotta:  It would be an addition to your student fees.  Pyron:  I feel like this is a great cause, but I worry about increasing fees for those who might not be able to afford it.  Could these scholarships be directly attributed to those who truly need them?  Have you thought about adding this as a “Campus Essential” on Access?  Liotta:  I think we would have much more support from a fee increase.  Briceno:  Are you aware that we can add some of these questions to the Peruna Poll?  Liotta:  No.  Hayden:  Are you aware of the last time that the students went about asking for a student fee increase?  Liotta:  I am not sure.  We are working on it.  

B. Vice President Peters:
1. None
C. Secretary Dowling:

1. Tee-Shirts will be in by next Tuesday.

D. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

E. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. Cabinet Today!
F. Speaker Seikaly
1. We have a ton of pieces.  If it has been said, please do not repeat it!  Please be an active listener and participant!

G. Parliamentarian Longhofer:

1. During debate, please be respectful to each other!  What happens in the chamber, stays in the chamber.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) None.

ii. Old Business:

(1) MAPHS: Minority Association of Pre-Health Students – 


- Positive Recommendation Full Charter 5-0-0



(2) Amateur Radio Club



- Recommendation to revoke charter 5-0-0



(3) Psi Chi



- Recommendation to revoke charter 5-0-0





(4) Motion to view Old Business in Block.  Second.  Motion 





      approved.





(5) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendations.  Second.  





      Motion approved.



iii.  Charter Review

(1) Classical Studies Club: set up the following stipulations and a 

follow-up meeting for next year.  Obtain and review a copy of your organization's constitution and by-laws.  Find out how much money is in your account with the comptrollers office.  In addition to yourself, have two other executive members e.g. Vice-President and Secretary.  Hold an event aimed at membership growth. This event should be planned by you and your exec members.  Must provide us with a sign in sheet at the event, as well as fliers documenting the advertising of the event



(2) Italian Club: doing fine



(3) Soccer Club: doing fine
B. Executive – President Tullos:

1. None.

C. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1.  None.

D. Scholarship – Chair Miller: 

1. None  

E. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1.  Students Against Park N’ Pony – They are sending around a petition.

F. Communications – Chair Clark:

1.  Absent

G. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) Spectrum - $945 out of $1065

(2) Wakeboarding Club - $4150 out of $4950  - Motion to suspend the rules and view as Old Business.  Second.  Motion approved.  Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion approved. 

(3) Club Tennis - $1165 out of $2500

2. Old Business

(1) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion approved.

(2) Rec Sports - $1500 out of $1500.

H. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
A. None.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

A. S-08-04-18 A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THAT THE UNIVERSITY NOT ADOPT A NEW WITHDRAWAL POLICY: Martinez, et al

Authors’ Speech – It has now changed to say that we urge the university to NOT adopt a withdrawal policy.  The focus has completely changed after suggestions from you all.

Questions – None

Motion:  Motion to view this piece as Old Business.  Second. Motion Approved.

Vote: Motion to approve S-08-04-18.  Second.  Motion passes unanimously. 

B. S-08-04-19 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE ADMINISTRATION TO RECONSIDER THE TASK FORCE SUGGESTION REQUIRING MORE FRIDAY CLASSES: Peters and Tuttle

Authors’ Speech:  We have really just changed the title.

Motion:  Motion to view as Old Business.  Second.  Motion passes.

Debate:  We really don’t want to punish all students and they should be able to choose their own schedule.  Tuttle:  We aren’t changing the ACCT class numbers since the class is still actually the same class.  Johnson:  I still think that the last Resolve clause could get us into trouble in saying that students are responsible for their own actions.  Peters:  I do see where you are coming from, but I do think that is taking it a bit to far.  I don’t think the administration will take it out of context in the future.  Bullock:  I have talked to some Assistant Deans in Cox and they have moved on to add more Friday classes, no matter what President Turner mandates.  It might not be able to make that much of an impact.  Motion to end debate.

Vote:  Motion to approve S-08-04-19.  Second.  Motion approved.

C. S-08-04-20 LEGISLATION TO MANDATE THAT THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE INCREASE COMMUNICATION WITH THE CONSTIUENTS OF THE SEAT THAT IS BEING FILLED: Johnson, Mehdi, et al

Authors’ Speech:  We basically want there to be more communication between the constituents and the Senate.  We bounced around a lot of ideas, but this is what we came to as a whole.  

Questions:  Bullock:  Would you liked increased communication with all constituents and how would you go about doing this?  Johnson:  We are not really sure, but increased e-mails to the different schools would be a good way about this.  Goodman:  Do you think a majority of a constituency would actually respond?  Johnson:  I would hope so.  Longhofer:  Do you worry that administration may not know enough of the candidates to give sufficient information to help make a decision?  Johnson:  I think we want it to be shown that there is a connection there for their constituents.  Ali:  Do you think the creation of this takes away the need of a Membership Committee?  Johnson:  This is just to help the Membership Committee.  It would not eliminate the need.  Ali:  Don’t you think that sometimes a leadership position is needed to be able for someone to have feedback on a student?  Johnson:  Certainly.  We just want this to help the committee make a decision.  Briceno:  Do you think that this somewhat take away the need of a complaint process?  Johnson:  Hopefully.  Briceno:  Do you think this would delay the process?  Johnson:  Possibly, but an extra week would not be as bad as a whole semester as it has before.  Slick:  Do you mandate the communication?  I feel that this might be a bit harsh.  Meyer:  Motion to end questions.  Motion passes.

Motion to view pieces 21-30, except for 24, as read.  Second.  Motion passes.

D. S-08-04-21A RESOLUTION TO IMPROVE THE TRANSPARENCY OF THE STUDENT SENATE: Goodman

E. S-08-04-22  A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE STUDENT SENATE BY LAWS CONCERNING THE CHIEF OF STAFF: Goodman

F. S-08-04-23 A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE STUDENT SENATE POLICIES CONCERNING CONDUCT DURING THE MEETINGS: Goodman

G. S-08-04-24 A RESOLUTION MOVING TOWARDS ADDRESSING THE CONCERNS OF EXTENDING THE HOURS OF OPERATION WITHIN MEADOWS SCHOOL OF THE ARTS: Goodman

Author’s Speech – I brought this up in Senatorial Forum and have really tried to get out in Meadows to see what everyone thinks.  From gathering information, the point is to see if student want extended hours for Meadows.  If that is what they want, we would go to step two.  The main concern is finding money to pay for the extended hours.

Questions:  Bullock:  Since you say you haven’t gotten much feedback from students, are you sure this is the direction Meadows wants to take?  Goodman:  That is why I suggested taking a survey.  Hayden:  Has ever such an extended committee been created for such a specific topic?  Goodman:  I do not believe so.  Pyron:  Why do you deem it necessary to submit legislation to conduct a survey?  Goodman:  It is more to follow up with the Ad Hoc Committee.  Pyron:  Until you find results of the survey, why do we need legislation for a committee?  Goodman:  It is saying the Student Senate wants this.  Akers:  Is it possible to put this question on the mandatory evaluations at the end of the year?  Are there enough people passionate enough about this topic to fill a whole committee and sub-committee?  Goodman:  I am not sure. This is just a suggestion.  Slick:  Would you consider taking out some of the specifics about the committees and allow the schools to address this in the way they see fit?  Goodman: This is just my suggestion.  Ali:  Motion to end questions.  Second.  Motion approved.

H. S-04-08-25 A RESOLUTION AMENDING ARTICLE XI OF THE STUDENT SENATE POLICIES: Goodman

I. S-04-08-26 A RESOLUTION INCREASING THE TRANSPARENCY AND AVAILABILITY OF THE STUDENT SENATE RECORDS/PUBLIC INFORMATION FILES: Goodman

J. S-04-08-27 A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE STUDENT SENATE BYLAWS ON RECORDS: Goodman

K. S-04-08-28 A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE HIERARCHY OF THE GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS OF STUDENT SENATE: Goodman

L. S-04-08-29 A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE STUDENT SENATE BY LAWS: Goodman

M. S-04-08-30 A RESOLUTION MANDATING THE CONTENT OF EVERY SENATE MEMBER’S STUDENT SENATE BINDER: Goodman
X. SENATORIAL FORUM

A. None.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

A. VP Peters – All Seniors, PLEASE give money to the senior class gift!  You can give to whatever you want.  It is just increasing the value of your diploma!

B. Goodman – Thank you for all bearing with me.  Please e-mail me if you have any questions or concerns with my other pieces.

C. Hayden – If you want to sign up for our Mane Event team, please let me know!

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:36 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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