MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

April 8, 2008

Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:34 p.m.

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parl. Longhofer
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Acosta
	

	Senator Akers
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Altman
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Errichetto
	T

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Larson
	

	Senator Martinez
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Mehdi
	A

	Senator Meyer
	

	Senator Moon
	A

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Park
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Reyes
	

	Senator Radcliff
	

	Senator Robinson
	A

	Senator Shafer
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Thornley
	A

	Senator Tsai
	

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Vice-Chair Barbario
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Miller
	A

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	T

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1.  Peter Goldschmidt – SPARC is having the Hunger Banquet in the Forum tomorrow night at 6:00 p.m.  Basically what it is is spreading awareness about hunger and poverty.  There should be a lot of faculty members there.  Also if you’re interested in a leadership position, then applications are also available for leadership positions within SPARC in the LCI office and they’re due April 12th.  Hinderland:  Could you explain the hunger banquet real quick and what takes place?  Goldschmidt:  Sure.  There’s two separate meals that will be served, and you don’t really know which one you’re going to get until you get there.  One will be a really meager meal and one will be a really nice meal.  It kind of shows how well off America is and how blessed we are to be able to eat however we want whenever we want, and how other countries don’t really have those choices.
2. 

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. UJC – I am looking into 5 nominations for students to serve on UJC – which is the entire organization that looks at alcohol appeals and stuff like that on campus.  Please send me your suggestions.

2. Shout out to Senator Stenger and Thornley – Thanks for the article on the first page of the DC.  The DC ed board also endorsed the legislation as well on the cross walk.  

3. Crosswalk – I have been speaking with Bob Casagrande in regards to this and he is appointing a member of CPPO to be looking into this issue.  I don’t know what his history is with regards to the cross walk.  He says that this (appointment) is an important step in going toward adding one.  They are looking into the feasibility into implementing it.  That’s the response that we’re getting with regard to what we’re doing in Senate.  Acosta:  Did you know if someone is looking into it with regard to construction?  Tullos:  I just got an e-mail last week.  Acosta:  Because I saw some construction workers looking at that last week.  Tullos:  That’s interesting.  They’re supposed to be looking at it sometime this week.  So hopefully, there will be progress on it for this week.  And hopefully, the new SBOs will be able to look more into that.  

4. Meetings this week – This week, Rob and I are meeting with Dean Siscoe, as well as Dr. White.  (Next) week, the new and old SBOS will be meeting with Provost Ludden to talk about some of the academic additions we were talking about before:  academic advising as well as getting more university funding for the mock trials and civil rights issues.  If y’all have any questions about that, then let me know.  
5. Task Force Recommendations – Be sure that you’re getting them in.  We should have some sort of response from President Turner by May.  We need to make sure we have all our stuff in time so that he is able to look at them.
b. Vice President Peters:

1. SMU Ring Ceremony – It is at 2:00 p.m. in McFarlin Auditorium.  Please come!!

2. Task Force Legislation – Come on Thursday at 3:30 for the last time to work on legislation.  

c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Absences

2. Polos

3. Tee-Shirts

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:

1. None

f. Speaker Seikaly

1. Friday at 5:00 p.m. is the last day to submit legislation for this year’s Senate.  Don’t forget to keep working hard on your pieces.  If they are turned in after that, then chances are they won’t be heard for this round of Senate.  
g. Parliamentarian Longhofer:

1. I don’t really have much to say.  I do want to thank the Senators for next year that are attending this meeting.  For those of you already in Senate, and will be here next year, you will have leadership roles to the new Senators.  Show them how Senate works and teach them everything.  That’s all I have to say.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) MAPHS: Positive Recommendation for Full Charter – 5-0-0

(2) Amateur Radio Club – Recommendation to revoke charter – 5-0-0 – The problem is that there is only one member.

(3) Psi Chi – Recommendation to revoke charter – 5-0-0 – They have not responded to any contact I have initiated.  

ii. Old Business:

(1) Field Hockey Club – Tabled to gather more information

iii. Charter Review:

(1) Hindu Club – doing well

(2) Anthropology Club – doing well

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. None 

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Inauguration is on April 29th!

d. Scholarship – Chair Miller: 

1. None

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. None

f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. None

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:

1. New Business

(1) SNL - $96 out of $114

Motion to suspend the rules and view as Old Business.  Second.  Motion passes.

(2) Rec Sports - $1500 out of $1500

2. Old Business

(1) BBA Energy - $573 out of $1024

(2) Motion to view all Old Business in block.  Second.  Motion passes

(3) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes.

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. S-08-04-15 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE ADMINISTRATION TO URGE UNIVERSITY PARK FOR INSTILLATION OF A LIGHT UP CROSS WALK

Authors Speech – Senator Acosta:  Please vote this up!  The DC endorsed it so we are even getting some support!

Debate – Senator Goodman:  I would like to make a friendly amendment to add Senator Briceno as an author.  Accepted.

Vote – Motion to pass the legislation.  Second.  The motion passes unanimously.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. S-08-04-17 A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THAT ANY NEW WITHDRAWAL POLICY ADOPTED BY THE ADMINISTRATION ALLOWS FOR A REASONABLE NUMBER OF WITHDRAWALS

Authors Speech – Senator Martinez:  This is pretty much the same thing as last week with the changes you all suggested.

Questions:  Longhofer: Could you consider revising the section of rationale for six withdrawals?  Martinez:  I wasn’t sure if you wanted to include this or not.  Stenger:  I do feel that if you stress a number, by not including your rationale does not help your point.  Would it not be better to aim high and not shoot ourselves in the foot.  Maybe not approaching it from a number angle and doing so through a rationale standpoint.  Would you consider working with me to approach this from a different angle and rewriting?  Martinez:  I am not opposed to this.  Acosta:  I do agree that there should be a cap.  What if we put in the phrase to aim high and they thought that this meant three?  Slick:  Were you aware that I did some research this week and five of seven benchmark schools do not have a rule such as this?  Martinez:  I was not.  Longhofer:  Can you explain to me how the number six came about?  Martinez:  It was though our discussions that this was a good number to allow flexibility.  Reyes:  What do you think about putting in different options within the piece instead of the one option?  Martinez:  I think that might address most of the concerns that have been addressed here.  Tullos:  Are you aware that I feel there will be a cap if we do not put a cap within this resolution.  I have heard that is will happen no matter what.  Akers:  Would it be possible to look at aiming high with that information given?  That might put us in the region we are more thinking about.  Larson:  Do we have any ideas of how many withdrawals students actually use?  Martinez:  Not really.  Johnson:  Motion to end questions.  Second.  Motion passes.  

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. None.

XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Senator Briceno – If you want to be on our Mane Event Team, please e-mail me.

b. Senator Goodman – Come to SNL’s event.

c. VP Peters – Come to the Ring Ceremony at 2:00 p.m.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 4:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling





Student Body Secretary
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