MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

April 1, 2008

Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:38 p.m.

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parl. Longhofer
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Acosta
	

	Senator Akers
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Altman
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Larson
	

	Senator Martinez
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	A

	Senator Mehdi
	

	Senator Meyer
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Park
	

	Senator Pitts
	A

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Reyes
	

	Senator Radcliff
	

	Senator Robinson
	

	Senator Shafer
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Tsai
	A

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Vice-Chair Barbario
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Miller
	A

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1.  Chief of Staff Hayden – The SBOs for next year have sent out an e-mail for all the Senators who were re-elected for next year.  We also notified all the new, incoming Senators that they are welcome to come and observe a meeting.  So for next week, there will probably be people observing the meeting so if you see people in here and they look like they’re just observing then try to provide the best possible example of following the rules so that when we go through training that we can show them that it was pretty much what they saw when they came in as guests.  
2. Senator Goodman – I got an e-mail from Meadows basically just letting me know about performances that are going on for this week.  I’ll try to forward that to y’all.  I believe there are some plays going on in Meadows, dance performances, etc.  I’ll try to send y’all the e-mail.  
3.  Senator Mehdi – I just wanted to let everyone know that CelebrAsian is still going on.  It talks about asian history.  EASA is having their first annual Night Market at April 10th.  We expect about 700-800 people to be there.  So again if any of the Senators want to come it is April 10th.  ISA is having Hunger on the Beach on the 17th  at the Varsity.

4.  Senator Stenger – Senator Thornley and I are working to get a cross-walk installed, and we actually talked to a P.R. professional who said that before going to the media, the first thing to do would be a petition.  We were going to do it on Facebook, but we’re actually doing a hand-written one.  We’re trying to get the Greek houses involved, so just to let you know that.  Goodman: Which cross-walk are you referring to?  Stenger: The one on Sorority Row.  Mehdi:  Were you aware that you’re welcome to come to Asian Council to get people to sign the petition?  Stenger:  Thanks.  I appreciate the support.
VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Student Trustee and SRBOT applications are due Friday at 5:00 p.m.  If you’re interested in that then let me know.
2. Bar and Grill – I know that we’ve been talking a lot about the pub.  We are still trying to get John Sanger in to talk to us about this.  I will read part of the e-mail he sent.  His committee’s findings have been presented to VP White.

3. Meeting with Provost and Council – Both the old and new SBOs are meeting with them.  We will talk about Mock Trial funding (from the university), Civil Rights budget that Senator Johnson brought up, and advising.  
4. Dallas Morning News – Our legislation was mentioned in this newspaper.  They are watching and paying attention to what we are doing!  
b. Vice President Peters:

1. SMU Ring Award – I just wanted to talk to y’all a little bit more about the SMU Ring Award.  The whole Ring Ceremony was revived about six years ago and with it, present an annual award.  K.T., Lamar and I decided to get together and come up with an award for one of this year’s alumni.  Y’all voted on that last week.  Jim Hart is this year’s recipient.  He is an alumnus of SMU who has written August Rush, Ice Age, Contact, Hook, Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Jack and the Beanstalk, and many others.  I really want people to come.  He is very excited about this and is bringing in a lot of his family in.  He’s coming in all the way from L.A.  This is a really big deal.  It’s on April 13th and starts at 2 p.m.  He was an S.A.E. and had a lot to do with Animal House.  He was also VP of the Senate.  Please come to the ceremony.  It is in McFarlin.  Larson:  Where is it?  Bethany:  It’s in McFarlin.
2. Task Force Legislation – Come again at 3:30 on Thursday!  Also, if you’re not on legislation, then I’m more than happy to add you.
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Absences

2. Polos – Please wear them!
3. Tee-Shirts – I’m going to be sending around a sheet of paper where you write down your T-Shirt size.  Hopefully, we have enough money in checking to where you pay little to no money for the T-Shirts.  Also, if you have any questions about the design of the T-Shirts, then please let our wonderful T-Shirt designer – Senator Tuttle – know.  Was everyone okay with that?  I liked it.  Tuttle:  I’m adding “94th Student Senate” on there so that it is more personalized.  Dowling:  It is a white T-Shirt with a pocket on the front and a Senate design on the back.  Goodman:  What sizes for the T-shirts do you have?  Lamar:  They go up to like XXXL
d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. April 21st is the Awards Extravaganza!  I have a number of Senators that will be receiving awards.  Please come support them!  It will be Monday night at 7:30.
e. Chief of Staff Hayden:

1. Last meeting, I opened up to the Chairs as well as any Senators who wanted to send in ideas for what they want the Chief of Staff position to look like.  I got one e-mail from Senator Goodman that was great.  I would like for other people – especially the Chairs – to utilize that opportunity.  I know that I can’t really enforce that,  but please do so.  Goodman:  When would you like to work on legislation regarding the Chief of Staff position?  Hayden:  I can’t this week because we’re doing Chair interviews, so I’ll be up there but I’ll be pre-occupied.
f. Speaker Seikaly

1. Last Day to submit legislation is not this Friday but the next!  If you send in legislation on the week of the 18th, then Exec. will have to vote on it to see if it goes to the floor for the last meeting.  Make sure to utilize times to write legislation.  Thank you all for being on time today! 

2. Amended Legislation is not stapled.  Make sure that you have both pages.
g. Parliamentarian Longhofer:

1.
Make sure to keep on coming until the bitter end.  There’s still a lot of legislation for us to go through.  Don’t be one of those people who saves up all their absences and then just burns them up at the end.  Please come to the last few meetings!  That’s all I have.
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) Field Hockey Club – They don’t have enough members and are having trouble working with Dedman.  Since they’re not a chartered organization, Dedman has hesitated to allow them to use the fields.  They have a lot of members that are basically recruits, but not that many members who actually attend the meetings.  I’m going to talk to the President to see if we can get some more information and discuss how to help them out.  We’ll decide what the problems with Dedman are.  Our options right now are kind of to see whether to have them start over, regroup, or keep in probationary stage a little longer. Tabled to get more information  Johnson:  Do you have the e-mails?  Reiff:  I can get them to you.
ii. Old Business:

(1) None.

iii. Charter Review

(1) Sigma Tau Delta – doing well.  We still have a busy end to the semester with different groups coming in for charter review.  

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. None.

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Chair Interviews Thursday at 3:30

2. Inauguration of 95th Senate: April 29th at 3:30 in HT Commons

d. Scholarship – Chair Miller:

1. Scholarship Announcements New Business – 

2. Motion to suspend the rules and view as Old Business.  Second.  Motion passes.  Motion to view these in block.  Second.  Motion passes.  Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes.

a. Jack Steiber – Zach Dobbs

b. Emmet Conrad – Joneesha Henderson

c. International – Jaipreet Suri

d. Redman – Sana Merchant

e. Emmie Baine – Natalie Boronowski

f. O’Paul Corley – Michael Clinton

g. Bobby Leach – Fernanda de Lima

h. Mike Miller – Patrick Kobler

i. Phi Delta Theta – Alex Linn

j. Brian Harelik – Marc Bullock

k. Homer Reynolds – Candice Griffith

l. Mustang Leader – George Enriquez

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. Peruna Poll – Please send me ideas for the survey!  Robinson:  How does this get advertised to all students?  Kobler:  Really anything we can do.  It is online.  It’s kind of hard to publicize.  Goodman:  Where is the Peruna Poll?  Kobler:  It hasn’t been made yet.  E-mail me of anything that you think you can add to the poll.  Goodman:  I know you mentioned Park N’ Pony just now.  Were you aware that I saw a sign basically saying that any card without an F-Lot sticker would be towed or something to that effect?  A sign right next to it would say that the lot is only reserved for a certain amount of time.  It seemed like it contradicted itself.  Are you aware of that?  Jones:  For the next 3 weeks, there will be problems with the electronics of the gate (thus the reason why it is raised up), so they put up a big sign saying that faculty and staff will park there between 7 and 5.  They shouldn’t ticket you after 5.  Acosta:  If it says “Tate Lecture” on it, then are you allowed to park there?  (NOTE TO LAMAR:  I couldn’t hear the response.)
2. Park N’ Pony – Mr. Rhodes is looking over something I sent him from SAPP.  
f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. None.

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:

1. New Business

(1)  BBA Energy - $573 out of $1024 7-0-0

2. Old Business

(1) Motion to view all old business in block.  Second.  Motion passes

(2) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendations.  Second.  Motion passes

(3) Order of St. Julian - $500 out of $1000

(4) LEAD - $921 out of $1441

(5) Wakeboarding Club - $1262 out of $962

(6) WIN - $500 out of $500

3. New Website!!

· Check out www.smu.edu/studentsenate/finance
· It has all the budgets, budget process presentations, MOM presentations, and updated standards

· Mrs. Lydia will be sending out an e-mail to all student organizations that the budgets have been posted and about the appeal process.

· We will be seeing those organizations next Monday that appeal them.

· Hayden: Is Kevin Lavelle working on a system to help decide what to fund?  Hinderland:  Yes.  I am not sure about the details yet though.

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. S-08-03-14  - A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE ADMINISTRATION TO NOT MANDATE OF FRIDAY CLASSES

1.  Authors’ Speech – VP Peters and Senator Tuttle – Peters:  I know many of you have e-mailed me about changing “mandate.”  We did work through “reconsider mandating.”  We just want this to be the best piece possible.  We are going to work more on this and come back next week and change the title.

2. Questions – Tullos:  Could you clarify that there would not be more Friday classes?  Seikaly:  Really quick, if you change the title, then it becomes a new piece of legislation.  Peters:  I feel like the point of this piece is to basically say that we feel like every student shouldn’t have to go to school on Friday.  Basically we’re trying to give students a choice.  Some students have work, internships, etc.  That’s basically the point of the piece.  We’re open to wait and work on a better piece if y’all feel strongly about that.  Slick:  Why don’t you just re-tell it to say for the Administration to re-consider Friday classes?  Tuttle:  We just wanted to make it specific.  Slick:  Isn’t it already specific in the piece of legislation?  Tuttle:  Yes.  Goodman:  I guess my first question is more toward Speaker Seikaly.  I looked in the old Public Information Files and saw that when something is amended between when it is new business and when it is old business that I think you put “Amended” at the top of that legislation.  Could we put that at the top?  Seikaly:  Usually, we just put the new piece of legislation in the Public Information File, and it won’t say “Amended” at the top.  As long as I’ve been Speaker, I’ve never seen what you’re talking about done with a piece of legislation.  Goodman:  Also, I don’t remember where I read this; but I think that usually legislation is one sentence.  I’m sure that the actual process of making the piece all one sentence when it is old business is kind of a big deal.  Would you be willing to do that?  Peters:  Where are the periods?  Goodman:  In quite a few places.  Peters:  I don’t think it has to be one sentence.  I just think that that’s what has been done in the past.  Bullock:  Are you aware that since the first thing about the title has been changed that I feel that the legislation has to be pushed back?  Tuttle:  We’re aware of that.  We’re going to push it back anyway.  Thornley:  Motion to end questions.  Seconded.  Passes.
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. S-08-04-15  - A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE ADMINISTRATION TO URGE UNIVERSITY PARK FOR INSTALLATION OF A LIGHT UP CROSS WALK

1. Authors’ Speech – Senator’s Acosta, Goodman, Radcliff, and Briceno – Senator Acosta – We really just want a piece of legislation that we can take to UP and show we really need a crosswalk.  

2. Questions – Stenger:  I found an article about the students who were hit.  Would this help your argument?  Acosta:  Yes.  Ali:  There are two crosswalks right now.  Do you want one or two?  Briceno:  Alt least one.

b. S-08-04-16 –  A RESLOLUTION RECOMMENDING THAT THE UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION ADOPT A CLASS DROP POLICY THAT ALLOWS AT A MINIMUM FOR SIX CLASSES TO BE DROPPED

1. Authors’ Speech – Senator Martinez – I wrote this to help learn about the process.  We felt there should be a cap on the number of classes a student can drop.

2. Questions – Slick:  Is there any certain reason you picked six?  Martinez:  We felt one per semester except for seniors would be sufficient.  We just wanted a good average rate.  Mehdi:  Have you taken into account transfer students?  Martinez:  Yes.  The number would be for your entire academic career.    Briceno:   Could you consider rewording the title?  It seems to be a bit confusing.  Martinez:  Yes.  Akers:  Are you aware that it is a tactic for some to add more classes than they know they will be taking?  Martinez:  That seems like it would be covered in the first week of classes.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. None.

XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. VP Peters – Let me know if you want AFI tickets

b. Speaker Seikaly – Come to Sing Song on Friday night at 7:00 p.m.  Bonethugs and Harmony will be playing on Saturday in Doak Walker Plaza.

c. Senator Acosta – CHAS will be holding their Hispanic Issues Forum on Saturday.  They will be hosting a lot of high school students on campus.

d. Chief of Staff Hayden – SMU Gladiators at Dedman.  Let me know if you want form a team.

e. Senator Briceno – The new SBO’s have signed up as a team for Mane Event and let me know if you want to be a part.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling





Student Body Secretary
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