MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

March 18, 2008
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:34 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parl. Longhofer
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Acosta
	

	Senator Akers
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Altman
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	A

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Larson
	A

	Senator Martinez
	

	Senator Matthews
	A

	Senator Mauldin
	A

	Senator Mehdi
	

	Senator Meyer
	A

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Park
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Reyes
	

	Senator Radcliff
	

	Senator Robinson
	

	Senator Shafer
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Tsai
	

	Senator Tuttle
	A

	Vice-Chair Barbario
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Miller
	A

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1. Eric Fabacher -  SAE – In addition to our annual Chili Cook-off, we have created a team to  raise money for Children’s Cancer and in addition will be shaving our heads.  It will be at Barley House and we encourage you all to attend.  So far we have raised around $26,000 and are hoping to raise about $50,000.

2. Clayton Gregory – President of PC – We are having the K-Swiss event at the flagpole tomorrow.  Also, we will be having a band tomorrow night here in HT.  Also, I am representing RLSH and am letting you all know about a Conference Services worker position for the summer.  It is a great experience.  Please apply.

3. Jason Ballman – Creator of Students Against Park and Pony – I started the Facebook group but just so that you know, we are not in existence to eradicate Park and Pony.  One issue is that we feel the appeal process for parking tickets is correctly outlined for students to know about it.  It is only on their website and not on the ticket itself.  Also, we have seen that the parking violations are a great deal more expensive than even Dallas itself.  Another issue is that there are many Faculty/Staff lots that are 24 hour lots that do not allow students to park closer to their residence halls later in the evening.  We feel this is a safety issue.  Cameras in the garages is an issue.  Also, there were some changes in the parking garages over the breaks in which the students were not notified.  We really want to know what we can do with you all to work on these problems.  Please help us in any way we can.  Tullos:  Have you spoken with Mark Rhodes?  Ballman:  He has not responded to any communication.  Pitts:  Do you have the prices for violations in University Park since that is actually the jurisdiction we are in?  Ballman:  No.  Pitts:  Besides the hours for Giddy Up, are there any other issues you all have?  Ballman:  Not really.  Pitts:  What about specific routes?  Ballman:  I do think that would help.  

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Inauguration of Senators Reyes and Tsai

2. Apply for the Student Representatives for the Board of Trustees!  It is due by April 4th at 5:00 p.m.  Contact me if you are thinking about it!

3. The Union – We are trying to raise money for our class gifts!  www.smu.edu/giving/classgiving

4. Thanks to Donnie Wyar – our Senate Beat Writer!

5. I want us to work on online evaluations.  I think this is something that should be brought into all of our schools.  Let me know what you all think!  

b. Vice President Peters:
1. Absent
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Award Nominations

2. Polos

3. Absences

4. Be on time!!!

5. Tee Shirts!

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. Absent.

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. None.
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. Please be on time!!!!!  Seriously!

g. Parliamentarian Longhofer:

1. Senator Park and Akers, please see me at recess.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) Habitat for Humanity – Positive Recommendation for Temporary charter – 4-0-0

ii. Old Business:

(1) Sociology Club – Positive Recommendation for Full Charter – 8-0-0

iii. Charter Review

(1) Sisters Supporting Sisters:  Tabled to gather more information from outside sources

(2) Hillel:  In great shape as an organization. 

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. None

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Scholarship, Communications, and Student Concerns Committee Chair applications are up.

2. We selected Peter Goldschmidt for Membership Chair and Regan Owen for Finance Chair for next year.

3. We gave a positive recommendation for Ali Moslemi for International Senator

4. Inauguration will be April 29th.  

d. Scholarship – Chair Miller: 

1.  None

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. Asian Council contacted me about the issue of the dramatic price increase in the use of Dedman Center for Lifetime Sports.  We will be checking in on this.

2. I was also contacted about the issue of SMU apartments being torn down.  This is also an issue to be looked at.

3. 24 hour access has been suspended.  Please be aware.

4. The Peruna Poll will be coming back.

5. We are getting Light the Night walk together as well.  
f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. None

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) Omega Psi Phi - $725 out of $725 11-0-0

(2) Honors Marketing Practicum - $3568 out of $3568 11-0-0

2. Old Business

(1) VP Council - $2000 out of $3700 7-0-0

(2) Asian Council - $400 out of $400 7-0-0

(3) EASA - $2960 out of $4110 7-0-0

(4) Asian Council - $2325 out of $3950 7-0-0

(5) Motion to view the committee’s recommendations in block.  Second.  Motion passes

(6) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes.

3. 2008-2009 Budgets

(1) We viewed them as New Business last week and I received no complaints.  Now we will present these to each organization (online) and allow them to file complaints as well. 

(2) Thornley:  Why did various communications committees get significantly more money this year than last?  Hinderland:  We included the DC contract amounts as well.  

(3) Hayden:  How many complaints do you typically receive?  Hinderland:  I think we saw about 4 last year, most filed because they saw other organizations budgets

(4) Motion to approve the committee’s recommendations.  Second.  Motion passes

(5) Regan Owen is going to be a wonderful Finance Chair next year! 

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. S-08-03-13 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE ADMINISTRATION TO FORM AN ON CAMPUS BAR AND GRILL

Questions:  Goodman:  Can you go over the questions I asked you over e-mail?  Hinderland:  Certainly.  We do want everyone to realize that this is a bare bones piece of legislation to get in the administrations hands.  The specifics will follow.

Debate:  Hinderland:  Please start getting in your head the specifics you would like to see in response to this legislation.  Goodman:  I really do like this piece, but I do have some hesitations about it and might like to see it tabled.  I don’t want students to start complaining when they start getting charged for this.  Tullos:  I do think this is a great piece in that it will make a great statement to the administration.  It does address some people’s hesitations as well.  Longhofer:  I think that this also goes on to follow the Task Force’s suggestion and is a great start to effecting a change in campus culture.  It will not happen alone by this bar and grill, but it allows the administration to see we want change.  We don’t want our campus to be dead after 5:00 p.m. and on the weekends. Hayden:  I do want to stress that this is a great foundation for future pieces.  Hinderland:  Just so that you know, the future process might look similarly to when the student body voted on the Dedman Center.  Bullock:  I just want to voice my hesitations in the apprehension some prospective students and families might have.  I am not sure if it is sending the right message.  Also, we need to look at the number of 21 year olds that actually live on campus.  Thornley:  I think that this is a great move to bring more students back to campus.  Johnson:  I am in full support of this piece.  I think that this bar and grill will attract students who don’t even necessarily drink.  It will form a tighter knit community on campus as well.  Hinderland:  I want to address the issue of how volatile this piece can be.  It’s main purpose is not about alcohol.  Parents will be concerned about their student’s safety and I do think that this would promote that.  It is not created allow students to get drunk every evening.  I think a key part is that we want to accommodate those who do not want to drink at all.  Ali:  Just so that everyone knows, we presented this to our law school friends and they were very enthusiastic about it.  They will all be there! Reyes:  Just going along with the concerns with prospective students, perception and how it is presented is very important.  Motion to end debate.  Second.  Motion  passes.  Motion to call to question.  Second.  Motion passes.

Roll Call Vote:

	President Tullos
	Y

	Vice-President Peters
	A

	Secretary Dowling
	Y

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parl. Longhofer
	Y

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	Y

	Senator Acosta
	Y

	Senator Akers
	

	Senator Ali
	Y

	Senator Altman
	Y

	Senator Briceno
	Y

	Senator Bullock
	N

	Senator Errichetto
	Y

	Senator Goldschmidt
	A

	Senator Goodman
	Abs

	Senator Johnson
	Y

	Senator Larson
	A

	Senator Martinez
	Y

	Senator Matthews
	A

	Senator Mauldin
	A

	Senator Mehdi
	Y

	Senator Meyer
	A

	Senator Moon
	Y

	Senator Ordner
	Y

	Senator Park
	

	Senator Pitts
	Abs

	Senator Pyron
	Y

	Senator Reyes
	Y

	Senator Radcliff
	Y

	Senator Robinson
	Y

	Senator Shafer
	Y

	Senator Slick
	Y

	Senator Stenger
	Y

	Senator Thornley
	Y

	Senator Tsai
	Y

	Senator Tuttle
	A


Vote: 23-1-2  Motion passes.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. Meadows Hours – Senator Goodman:  I have been approached by a few of my constituents about Meadows being open later. 

Questions: Hayden:  What time does it normally close?  Goodman:  I believe midnight.  Stenger:  I think this is a great idea, but we do need to look at the cost of keeping it open longer.  Tullos:  I do know that many of my friends that are dancers were more worried about keeping it open until 2:00 a.m. so that rehearsals could go on longer.

Debate:  Goodman: Arts students really do need a space that is open later.  Thornley:  I would propose it to be open until 2:00 a.m., including the library.  Motion to end debate.  Second.  Motion passes.  
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Hayden:  Come to the Senate office at 3:30 on Thursday to work on legislation.  

b. Thornley:  Let me know if you want to work on the academics portion of the legislation.  I can’t meet at 3:30 on Thursday.

c. Slick:  For Chili Cook-off, we got Nelo for the band.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:08 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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