MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

February 19, 2008
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:37 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parl. Longhofer
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Acosta
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Altman
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Errichetto
	T

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Larson
	

	Senator Martinez
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Mehdi
	

	Senator Meyer
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	T

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	T

	Senator Radcliff
	A

	Senator Robinson
	A

	Senator Shafer
	A

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	A

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Vice-Chair Barbario
	A

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	A

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Miller
	A

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	A

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1.  Senator Thornley – LeaderShape applications are out.  Please apply on the LCI website.  

2. Senator Goodman – I just wanted to make sure that everyone is using the updated governing documents.  

3. Senator Mehdi – AC wanted to come and make sure that everyone knows what they are up to.  They were not able to come this week due to some miscommunication. 

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Ms. Casey coming to Senate – She will be coming March 4th, hopefully with a presentation on budgets.

2. Task Force Meeting – We had our last meeting last week.  I gave the committee copies of all of your e-mails with suggestions and opinions for the recommendations.  Also, we want to have President Turner come to Senate by the end of the year and have a dialogue with him about the Task Force recommendations.  We would want to really publicize this to get a lot of people to come.  I think this would be really good for Senate as a whole.  

3. Inauguration of Ryan Meyer – Cox Senator

4. Dining with Decision Makers – a lot of our senators are coming.  Also, I will be giving a report at the Board of Trustees meeting.

5. We need to keep up our momentum.  We are in office until May 1, 2008.

b. Vice President Peters:
1. Who has e-mailed their affiliates?  Please be doing that!!!!!

2. If you have not e-mailed me in regards to writing legislation to Task Force Recommendations, please do.  We need to get working on legislation for this.

3. Thanks to Chair Clark for making flyers for elections!
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Student Code of Conduct – We have gotten the go ahead from VP White to send the recommendations to President Turner.

2. Please send me attendance from committee meetings.  Also, be keeping up with your absences.

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. Thank you to Chairs for sending me reports.  

f. Speaker Seikaly
1. No report. 

g. Parliamentarian Longhofer:

1. No report.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

ii. Old Business:

(1) None:

b. Executive – President Tullos:

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Interviews – We did a ton this week!  Here are our recommendations.

· First Year – Eric Park

· Cox – Elizabeth Tsai

· DC I – Freddie Akers

· Alison Reyes – DC II

· Tim Bandy for Vice-Chair of Student Concerns

b. Scholarship – Chair Miller: 

1. Get every one you know to apply for scholarships.  We will have a tent out by the flagpole on Thursday.

c. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:
d. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. Flyers are here.  Please pass them out in classes

2. Also, voting ends at 7:00, not 5:00

e. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
i. New Business

a. None

ii. Old Business

a. Club Baseball - $1550

b. Persian Student’s Association - $3112

c. ASB - $1100

Motion to view the committee’s recommendations in block.  Second.  Motion passes.

Motion to approve the committee’s recommendations.  Second.  Motion passes.

f. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

i. No report.

4. OLD BUSINESS
a. S-08-02-13  A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE UNIVERSITY TO EXTEND THE HOURS AND DAYS OF THE GIDDY-UP SERVICE
Questions:  After two years of trying to get this worked out, I am really excited to hopefully see this come to fruition.

Debate:  Briceno:  PPI:  Have you asked about the odd hours of Giddy-Up recently?  Tullos:  I will check on that.  Motion to end debate.  Second.  Motion passes.

Vote:  Motion to pass S-08-02-13.  Second.  Motion passes unanimously.

5. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

6. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. Recruitment:  VP Peters and Senator Slick

Questions:   We just want to get your feedback on moving recruitment to Fall Break.  We are not sure that this would be the best move, but we want to see what you all have to think.  We do know this would change away weekends, however, if this was the biggest con, that is not a good enough reason to not change it.  Peters:  I am not sure if I am completely for this.  I do think it would be a good change for IFC, but I am not sure for Panhellenic.  We just want to get your feedback.  Slick:  I know Ryan and Shannon are in support for changing this.  Briceno:  What do you think the pros are for changing it for females?  Peters:  So that you can meet and hang out with older girls!  Matthews:  Would the process of recruitment change?  Slick:  It might.  Pitts:  Do we know why we have had discussions about this and it has not been changed?  Tullos:  I think it just hasn’t had the right student initiative.  Kobler:  Do you think that hazing might become more of an issue since the guys would not know the pledges as much?  Slick:  That is a issue that I have not thought about.  One reason I really want it to be changed is because I think that the Fall Semester really stinks for girls.  There are so many rules.  Also, for guys, you really can’t become a full member until after Spring Break.  You really don’t get to partake in the organizations until your sophomore year!

Debate:  Tullos:  I know some have really questioned why Senate would put their hand in this.  I think this is an issue that does affect our whole campus.  I think if it was at the beginning of the year, you wouldn’t be rushing for an entire semester.  Also, there are parties in the fall and then in the spring.  There seems to be no time to worry about academics.  Thornley:  My fear about Fall Break is that you have entered into the meat of your classes and are not able to enjoy getting to know their pledge class.  This might be an issue to discuss.  Goodman:  I would like to look at the academic side of this.  We might need to worry about classes that are front-end loaded and would make it difficult for those who want to rush.  Johnson:  Who sets the calendar for recruitment?  JJ Jones:  It would have to be changed with the university as a whole institution.  Tuttle: We would also need to look at when the pledges are initiated, there are many parties and this might run into Finals.  Longhofer:  I do think that academics are really at the heart of this discussion.  I do see the advantages but also looking that by doing it earlier, students don’t know how they will cope with college academics.  Hayden:  I really do see some of the problems with starting earlier.  I do not feel that moving it earlier would cut down on the number of parties.  Acosta:  I feel like the first semester is really important to get to know what the sororities are like.  I didn’t know I was going to go through recruitment until the end of November.  Matthews:  I do think it should be moved forward and don’t think that Fall Break is the way to go.  I think we should do it in the beginning of school.  Larson:  Has SMU ever done a Fall Recruitment?  JJ Jones:  Not that I know of.  Bullock:  I would hate to see a ton of people get involved the first seven weeks and then lose interests in their involvements later.
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Senator Goodman:  Get the word out for the vote.  I also got frustrated for stopping debate on the piece.

b. Senator Pitts:  Come to College Republicans on Wednesday.

c. Parliamentarian Longhofer:  Early voting started for Texas today!

8. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 4:39 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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