MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

February 12, 2008
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at : p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parl. Longhofer
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Acosta
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Altman
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Larson
	

	Senator Martinez
	

	Senator Matthews
	A

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Mehdi
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	A

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Radcliff
	A

	Senator Robinson
	

	Senator Schafer
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	A

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Vice-Chair Barbario
	

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Miller
	A

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1. Asian Council - They will come next week.

2. Regan Owen – Finance Committee – We had a complaint come through against the Finance committee in how we are spending our money for our budget retreat.  The complaint involved that we had requested money for 25 people on our committee and now only have 15.  I really just want you to know the importance of what we are doing at this retreat.  We are deciding on the budget for all chartered student organizations.  Thornley:  Do you fund groups fees for camps, conventions, etc. where food comes as a package deal?  Owen:  Yes. 

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Faculty Senate/Student Senate Meeting – We mostly spent our time talking about advising.  This is an issue with them as well since this involves many faculty which are their constituents.  Peters:  I think the faculty is not really aware that we do not feel that our advising program is up to par.  Tullos:  I feel that they also do not feel that the students do their part in researching classes they need to take.  

2. I hope you enjoyed our talk with Mr. Tillman.  

3. Inauguration of Senator Altman, Schafer, Lawson, and Martinez.

4. As far as the conversation about the Task Force last week, I was very discouraged in how we ended.  We still had six people on the debate list.  I need feedback today for my meeting on Friday.  This is what will make a difference before legislation.  So, I want feedback!  Pitts:  Did the Task Force think about specifics in regards to Medical Amnesty and Good Samaritan?  Tullos:  I think “case-by-case” was used quite a bit.  There was nothing specific debated.  Hayden:  Are bus parties required to be registered through the university?  Tullos:  No.  Slick:  I know that some of the students who have resigned were wanting to write legislations for a pub on campus.  We might want to revisit this.  Acosta:  Is the task force discouraging or requiring the stop of Thursday night bus parties?  Tullos:  I think the word is discouraging.  There has not been a form of enforcement discussed.  

b. Vice President Peters:
1. Please be respectful of each other while we are in here.

c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Student Code of Conduct

2. Absences

3. Polos

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. 
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. No report. 

g. Parliamentarian Longhofer:

1. Election of Elections Appeals Board – Nominations: Senators - Schafer, Goldschmidt, Lanoux, Pyron, Slick.   Chairs – Miller, Clark, Reiff, Tullos.  Motion to close the floor for nominations.  Second.  Floor Closed.  Motion to view the senators in block.  Second.  Motion passes.  Motion to approve the senators.  Second.  Motion passes.  Selected chairs:  Reiff, Miller, Clark

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) None.

ii. Old Business:

(1) Democracy Matters

Positive Recommendation 6-0-0

(2) Colleges Against Cancer

Positive Recommendation 7-0-0 with stipulations





Motion to view in block.  Second.  Motion passes





Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  

Motion passes

b. Executive – President Tullos:

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Ryan Meyer – Cox Senator – Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion approved

2. Dates to Know – February 19: SBO Debates; February 20-21:  General Elections Voting

3. Get people to VOTE!!!

d. Scholarship – Chair Miller:

1. Applications went up yesterday on the website for all of our scholarships  

2. Next Thursday, we will have a stand at the flagpole to get people to apply.

3. Everyone needs to apply for the Mustang Leader Scholarship. 

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. One issue that has been coming up is walkthroughs in the Fraternity houses.  This has apparently been going on quite a lot.  One student e-mailed me and said that he was taken to a jail and almost dragged there without shoes.  Acosta:  Going along with that, aren’t the houses owned by SMU?  I would imagine that their justification is that they are required to go through the Residence Halls as well.  Errichetto:  Do we have any concrete evidence of more walkthroughs?  Kobler:  No.  I also do not want you all to feel that I am against the police.  Most are all really great guys!

2. Pitts:  Are you aware that officers have been strictly enforcing the speed limit on the boulevard?  Kobler:  I was not.

f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. Ads are going up this week for elections!!!

2. Tell everyone to vote!!

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) Club Baseball - $1550 our to $3000

(2) Persian Students’ Association - $3112 out of $4114

(3) ASB - $1100 out of $2192

2. Old Business

(1) Program Council - $0 out of $2360

(2) The Muddler - $560 out of $560

(3) EASA - $400 our of $400

(4) WIN - $680 out of $745

(5) Senate Finance – Complaint - $900 our of $1200

Hinderland:  I just want to point out that everything that I have worked out for this budget retreat is for efficiency’s sake.  Bullock:  Did you budget for food when you got your budget for last year?  Hinderland:  We have been going to Embassy Suites every year for the past 4 years.  They have worked with us to give a great deal.  When we asked for a budget, we did cut our budget for the change in numbers.  We didn’t try to pull wool over your eyes.  Motion to end questions.  Second.  Motion passes.

Debate:  Pitts:  If you look at it, they have already funded themselves for food for over $600.  We are here for our constituents.   Motion to end debate.  Second.  Motion passes.  Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Seond.  Motion passes.  

(6) LeaderShape - $7900 out of $9461

Motion to view those not complained against in block.  Second.  Motion passes.

Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. S-08-02-13 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE UNIVERSITY TO EXTEND THE HOURS AND DAYS OF THE GIDDY-UP SERVICE
Statement:  President Tullos:  Mark Rhodes is in great support for this.  He really wants this legislation to take to the higher ups.  This will help him to get his funding to extend the hours.  I know many female students have been asking Park N Pony for a ride when they finish night classes.  I think this would be great!  Please vote this up.

Debate:  None.

Vote:  Motion to approve the legislation.  Second.  Motion passes.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. Retention Rates – Mr. Anthony Tillman – Director of Retention and Strategic Planning – Thank you for having me.  I actually like to look at why students stay at SMU.  My office is in the Blanton Building.  I have been trying to gather as much information as possible about the SMU experience.  Everyone has a different experience, but there are similar areas that all students share.  Some of you may have heard that SMU is not as academically challenging as it should be.  Some may have heard that the social climate is not welcoming for all students.  Some may have heard that it is too expensive.  These are some of the themes that have abounded from my research and personal experiences.  We got 667 returns for a survey that I conducted.  Every year since 1996, SMU has lost an average of 52 students from the fall to the spring of their first year.  Over a hundred and fifty students do not return for their fall semester of their sophomore year.  Eventually, if this “bleeding” occurs, we will somewhat cease to exist.  We don’t want the value of your education to be lessened.  In our survey, there were numerous categories.  The two that stood out were satisfaction (77% of students replied satisfied or very satisfied; and if you could start over again, would you still come to SMU – 78% said they would probably or definitely still come to SMU; students who said they had contemplating leaving, they said this occurred in the first 6 weeks of school – showing we need to define community here at SMU).  I think that it is unfortunate for a school of SMU’s size, that we have not been contacting those students who have left SMU.  We had 48 students our of the Class of 2011 who did not return for the spring semester.  

Questions:  Goodman:  Have you taken a survey of “who, what, where, when, why” they are leaving?  Tillman:  We have just started doing this.  Goodman:  Have you tried to target transfer students for an example?  Tillman:  We are trying to bring in a cross-section of students to give us better information.  Tullos:  What are your ideas in getting first-year’s connected to the SMU?  Tillman:  One theme that resounded was for students who were from out of state.  As silly as it may sound, having an event three weeks into school that gathers students from out of state who might be homesick.  Kobler:  Is the administration doing anything about trying to lower the tuition increases?  Tillman:  This is certainly a double-edged sword.  It is certainly a concern that the administration is looking at.  Kobler:  Have they looked at indexing scholarships?  Tillman:  One thing that you will learn about me is that I am all about transparency.  One challenge that SMU has is that SMU’s income is highly driven by tuition.  We use part of our endowment to help pay for our cost, but we do not have nearly as large of an endowment as other fine universities as ours.  When we lose 150 students every year, we have based our budgets on having them at the university and having their tuition.  We need to look at this as an opportunity to keep students.  Right now, our revenue is too dependent on our tuition rates.  Peters:  How do you think Greek recruitment in the Spring affects retention rates?  Tillman:  We are just starting to look at this information now that we are doing surveys.  The core of the problem is getting the students connected.  

Debate:  Robinson:  I think requiring students to take Wellness I in the Fall of their first year would be very important.  Also, requiring every student to attend Mustang Corral would be a great way to make sure we keep students here.  Tuttle:  I think it would be very important to look at the different majors of students who leave.  Briceno:  As a first year, I think that most of my friends who are leaving are leaving do not feel that they have not liked the atmosphere, they don’t feel a part of something bigger.  Acosta:  I felt the same way my first year.  Once students get involved in Greek organizations, they don’t look to get involved anymore.  We could possibly have a Boulevard where only student organizations were allowed to have tents.  Mehdi:  Would looking at the waiting list of students to enter the university help to solve this issue?  Tillman:  I think we 
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Senator Ali – I am a member of Women in Law in the law school and would really appreciate all of you women to send in any of your gently used or used clothes for our clothes drive.  Send me an e-mail if you would like any more information.

b. VP Peters - Please let me know if you would like to be an extra in the TV show I am producing.

c. Longhofer – All who were elected to Election Appeals Board, be expecting an e-mail from me.  

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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