MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

February 5, 2008
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:37 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parl. Longhofer
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Acosta
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	A

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	T

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	A

	Senator Mehdi
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Radcliff
	

	Senator Robinson
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	A

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Chair Clark
	

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Miller
	A

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1.  Anton Mahoney – RLSH and LCI – Our Alternative Spring Break applications are now out!  We take numerous students around the country to do community service.  I challenge you to break out of the norm and come with us.  We will be going to New Orleans, Taos, St. Marks FL, and Denver.  All are open to students, faculty, and staff.  $150.00 per person.  That is a good deal.  It is an even better experience.  Take that opportunity to give back.  Please tell all your friends and student organizations.  Do something different this Spring Break.  The deadline is February 14th.    

2. Ryan Moore – VP of Finance for Mock Trial – We are asking for more money than we were allotted by the finance committee.  This is very important in that we be able to attend this regional conference.  We have contacted numerous firms to ask for money but have been unsuccessful.  Last year we sent two teams to Nationals and both finished in the top 10.  This team has tuned into a team that compete at a national level.  They will be able to represent SMU in a great way.  They are a part of one of the best programs in the nation.  We want to be the number one program in the nation.  Bullock:  What happens if they do not go to Kansas?  Moore:  They will no longer be able to compete.  Ali:  What did they place in the tournament in Baylor?  Moore:  They did not place.  This was a growing tournament.  Goodman:  Why was no one besides your affiliate senator able to attend the complaint meeting last night?  Moore:  I know the complaint was sent in quite late.  I am not sure of the complaint process.

3. Nick Elledge – What is your job as a Student Senator?  I am extremely biased toward the SMU Mock Trial.  I have seen exactly what this program can do.  In order for us to be able to compete, we need financial support.  We are competing against teams like Harvard.  It is extremely expensive to travel, eat, and just survive as a team.  I feel like it would be an injustice not to give us the money we deserve.  This is truly an investment well worth your money.  Lanoux:  Why have you not done mixers like other elite teams?  Elledge:  We don’t have the money.  Mehdi:  Would you have considered not going to as many tournaments so that you would be able to fund the national tournaments?  Elledge:  That is a valid point, but it is something that we will have to look at for next year.  Tullos:  Why has this case not been made to the administration since this is such an academic endeavor:  Moore:  We have gone to the CCPA department but have not been given anything.  Tullos:  Have you approached any other department?  Moore:  No.  Ali:  Have you done any other fundraising?  Moore:  We have tried.  Law firms are funding the law programs here at SMU, not affiliated with us.  

4. Brenda Gonzalez – I am coming as a representative of Mock Trial to ask you for the funding we need.  I came last year when we received money in the exact same situation.  Last year, we finished in the Top 10 in our division.  We play with the big dogs.  I want to stress how important it is to fund Team 518.  We meet 3 times a week, 2 or 3 hours a meeting.  We put in a ton of hard work.  Hayden:  How many teams did we send to this tournament last year?  Gonzalez:  It was set up differently last year.  The competition going into this tournament is quite fierce.  Thornley:  Can you explain the team breakdowns?  Gonzalez:  516 - A team, 517 – B team, 518 – C team.  Longhofer:  Where were the other teams regional conferences?  Gonzalez:  They were here in Dallas.  The third team could not compete at the same competition.  Tullos:  How many teams do other schools send?  Gonzalez:  Lots of other teams send up to 4 teams.  Briceno:  Did you request for regional money in the budget process?  Moore:  We normally do not need to ask for money for regional competitions because we have only ever had 2 teams.  Hayden:  If you could only choose 2 teams to send, which would you send?  Gonzalez:  I cannot honestly answer that question.  Hayden:  Do you think that team 518 could reach the silver or gold nationals?  Moore:  Yes.  Pitts:  If you do not get funding, will you still be able to send 518 to the tournament?  Moore:  We will do everything in our power to send them to this tournament.   

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Dr. Tillman is coming next week.  Be thinking of questions for him.  

2. Hopefully you got the e-mail from Lulu about the Task Force Recommendations.  We will be having Senatorial Forum later in the meeting.

3. FS/SS Meeting – It is this Thursday at 5:00 in Umphrey Lee.

4. Introduction of Law Senators – Jennifer Larson and Aaron Martinez

5. Advising – Please let me know if you would like to work on this.  

b. Vice President Peters:
1. Affiliate program – You should have just gotten an e-mail about your organizations.  You can find the correct contact info on the SAMSA webpage.  

2. If you have any concerns about recruitment, please let me know and we can have a meeting about this.  
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Student Code- Changes have been presented. If you have any questions, let me know. We will vote today.  Move to approve: Motion passes. 

2. Polos- Pay up. You know who you are.

3. Baylor Conference- If you want to go to the conference, let me know. I will forward it to Baylor. 

4. Absences- Keep up on those.

5. T-shirts- Hayden and I will work on that. We want to keep them inexpensive. 

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. No report.

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. Senator Moon – Please see me at break

2. Senator Acosta and Radcliff – I have your committees

3. Come check with me if you are not sure when your committee is meeting.
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. Please do not be doing homework during Senate!! 

g. Parliamentarian Longhofer:

1. You should have received the updated governing documents.  Please let me know if have any questions

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) Democracy Matters

Positive recommendation for Temporary charter with a stipulation – they need to have more constant members. – 6-0-0

(2) Colleges Against Cancer

Positive Recommendation for Probationary Status with Stipulations of 10 new members, a change in leadership, documentation of set meetings, and documentation of events held – 7-0-0

ii. Old Business:

(1)  Motion to view recommendations in block.  Second.  Motion passes

(2) Motion to approve the committees recommendations.

(3) Cycling Club - Temp

(4) Badminton Club – Temp

(5) Gamerz Club - Temp

(6) FIRMC – Prob.

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. None.

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Apply to be a senator by Friday at 5:00

2. Sydney Schaffer as Engineering Senator – No complaints.  Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion passes

3. Ryan Meyer – Cox Senator – Committee gave a positive recommendation.

4. Dates to Know

Feb 8 – Gen Apps Due

Feb 10 – Mandatory Candidates Meeting

Feb 19 – SBO Debates

Feb 20-21 – Gen. Elec. Voting



5.  08-09 Organizations Chair will be Paul Sharp

d. Scholarship – Chair Miller: 

1. None.

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. Peruna Poll Results – 169 students participated.  We e-mailed this out to as many people as possible.  

f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. None.  

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) Program Council - $0 out of $2360

(2) The Muddler - $560 out of $560

(3) EASA - $400 out of $400

(4) WIN - $680 out of $745

(5) Senate Finance - $900 out of $1200

(6) LeaderShape - $7900 out of $9461

2. Old Business

(1) Motion to view all except Mock Trial in block.  Second.  Motion passes.

(2) Motion to approve those in block.  Second.  Motion passes

(3) In block –  International Relations Club - $2800

NSP - $1025

SPARC - $850

DSP - $1716

(4) Mock Trial:  Complaint received.  

Committee Recommendation to uphold their recommendation to fund $1050 out of $2040.

Speaker Seikaly excuses herself and Parliamentarian Longhofer presides.

Hinderland:  We received a complaint and interviewed Senator Bullock.  We decided to uphold our recommendation.  We do feel that they are a great organization.  We gave them over $10,000 in the budgetary process and we were aware that they were going through their money very fast.  We did notice this.  We made this decision in light of the fact that it is in the best interest of the organization.  They will be coming back to as for more money hopefully to go to nationals and we want to be able to send them there.  We want them to make SMU make a name for itself.  

Questions:  Thornley:  Can more than two teams compete at one competition.  Hinderland:  No.  Briceno:  Do we have enough money to cove the amount they are asking for?  Hinderland:  Yes.  We have more money than we have ever had.  Namdar:  How much money do we have left over from last semester?  Hinderland:  I would have to check with the Comptroller.  Tullos:  Was last spring their first time to go through the budget process?  Hinderland:  Yes.  They became chartered right before it.  Moore:  We are still in talks with the CCPA department asking for money.  Tullos:  Why did they not ask for money for a third team in the budget last year?  Hinderland:  At that point, they did not realize that they would be seeing this growth.  Thornley:  With your recommendation, what did you decide to fund.  Hinderland:  We funded 6 demonstrative aids.  We thought that this was a good chunk of money that we felt was reasonable.  Goldschmidt:  Have they been doing any other fundraising to add money to their checking account?  Moore:  We have been contacting numerous law firms and companies and have not been denied but have not given money either.  We are still seeking out law firms to contact.  Slick:  When is the regional tournament?  Moore:  February 15 and 16.  Slick:  What is the likelihood of you receiving money from CCPA or Political Science by the time you need money?  Moore:  None.  Lanoux:  You are fairly certain that we will be seeing Mock Trial again for nationals?  Hinderland:  It is based on an assumption, but we do feel they will make it that far.  Johnson:  Would you all be willing to use some of your checking money to send this team since you are being told that you will more than likely be given money for nationals?  Moore:  We have to be frugal with our funds.

Debate: Bullock:  As you have heard, Mock Trial has seen unheard of growth.  We have a surplus of funds.  They have had to turn down numerous other invitationals at very prestigious universities.  Yes, they may come back for nationals, but we need to give this third team a chance.  This growth is unheard of.  Namdar:  I feel like the concerns brought up by the Finance committee are valid, but it might be penalizing them for doing well.  I feel like this organization is very deserving.  We need to fund them fully for what they asked.  Thornley:  As Chair Hinderland did allude to, we have a surplus of funds and we need to support a program that is going to increase our academic standing in the nation.  Tullos:  This is an issue that has come back for the past three years.  I think that we have two teams and that is what we should be willing to send.  Hinderland:  One thing that I have learned on the committee is that you cannot make your decisions based on how much money you have in excess.  This is based on principle.  They have gone through their money twice as fast as they should have.  They have said that sending their top two teams to nationals is more important than sending the C team.  Pitts:  Motion to amend the committee’s recommendation to the full $2040.  Second.  Debate:  We need to fund a team that is very well representing our university.  Johnson:  They keep coming back and back for money and we have not seen them getting money from any other sources.  We need to hold them accountable.  Hayden:  We are not happy about setting a president about funding them so much, but I do think that it is a good idea to support a group that is so very well representing us.  Thornley:  They are a chartered student organization and we need to support them for growing so well.  We do not need to penalize them, but work with them in the future to spend their money more wisely.  Lanoux:  Rather than penalize them for succeeding, it seems that we need to reward them for doing so well.  Bullock: When an organization needs money, everyone is told to come to Senate.  Slick:  I think the best way we can demonstrate for them to have financial responsibility is to stick with the Finance committee’s recommendation.  We have to draw the line somewhere.  Tullos:  I am worried that they are changing their priorities at the last minute.  We are not serving the student body well by letting them change their priorities and then come back and ask for money.  Namdar:  As a president of a student organization on campus, I know how hard it is to get members and especially pay dues for the organization.  I feel that this is a great investment.  Johnson:  It seems from looking at your budget that you used money that was given to you in a different way than it was intended.  We need to support the committee’s recommendation.  Call to question.  Second.  Questions ended.  Vote on the amendment.  Motion fails.  Call to question.  Second.  Motion to fund $1050.  Second.  Motion passes.

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. Sorority Row Crosswalk – Senator Acosta

Introduction:  This is very basic.  I really think that we need a crosswalk like the one by the law school to cross Daniel to Sorority Row.  I have heard many people complain about getting hit, along with myself!!

Questions:  Johnson:  Do you feel that this could be a risk to students?  Acosta: Yes!  I have almost been hit numerous times!  Jones:  Were you aware that a student was hit there several years ago?  Acosta:  No!

Debate:  Acosta:  I feel that so many people use this crosswalk and we need to make it safer for students.  Tullos:  I did contact Bob Cassagrande about this and UP and discussed this and there have been some issues about this in the past.  I am not sure what they are exactly though.  Goodman:  I know President Russ brought this up last year.  I was actually almost hit by a ref Volvo last year there actually.  Motion to end debate.  Second.  Debate Ended.

b. Task Force Recommendation:  President Tullos

Johnson:  I brought this up with my constituents at a previous meeting.  They felt that they might be being punished for things they don’t do.  They also felt that a pub on campus would not help the situation.  Thornley:  I was actually very pleased with the recommendations.  I had felt that it would be more negative to the Greek system.  Slick:  I liked most of the recommendations, but I don’t agree with the mandatory attendance policy.  Whose fault is it if they do not go to class?  Theirs.  Also, more Final Exams will not really change much either.  Kobler:  I do feel that some of the recommendations don’t allow students to learn to be adults.  College is a growing process.  You go to college to learn how to be independent.  Acosta:  I know a panel is going to be assigned to look at the changing of the time of recruitment would be a horrible idea.  I know Fall Break is such a big time for Mid Terms, it would make it that much more stressful.  Hayden:  If everyone could bring a list of the recommendations that they approve of and ones you disagree with.  Motion to extend time by 10 minutes.  Second.  Motion fails.

XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Dining with Decision Makers Student Hosts Applications are due tomorrow at noon.  Please apply.  

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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