MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

January 29, 2008
The Hillcrest Room

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at 3:37 p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parliamentarian Longhofer
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Acosta
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Brauser
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	A

	Senator Errichetto
	A

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	

	Senator Mehdi
	

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	A

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	A

	Senator Pyron
	A

	Senator Radcliff
	

	Senator Robinson
	

	Senator Slick
	A

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Chair Eaton
	

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Miller
	A

	Associate Chair Montesi
	A

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1.  None

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. Inauguration of Senator Acosta

2. We are grateful that we were able to book a space here in the Hillcrest Room

3. Dr. Tillman, Director of Retention, is coming to Senate on February 12th  

4. Top 5 Issues for Senate this semester:  Advising, Retention Rates, Tuition increases, Alcohol and drug use, safety on campus (lights, giddy-up)

5. Elect members for faculty senate meeting.  Nominations:  Moon, Goodman, Mehdi, Briceno, Thornley, Peters, Johnson, Dowling.  Elected: Moon, Briceno, Peters, Dowling.

6. Top 5 Issues for Faculty Senate meeting: Advising (training), Good Samaritan/Medical Amnesty, internships (credit), Recruitment, Starbucks, increased connection to faculty outside the classroom, application process, adjunct professors, increases in tuition.

7. Aramark/Dining Services Contract Update – I met with Julie Wickston on Wednesday and they gave the contract back to Aramark on Friday.  We were completely left out of the process of choosing the provider.  They actually did not even do presentations.  I am upset that we were not allowed to give student input.  They are saying that they are looking at it through a business side of things.  This is a seven-year contract.  Johnson:  Are there any changes in meal plans?  Tullos:  No.  That is actually decided independently.  Briceno:  Are there any changes in the contact?  Tullos:  Organics and sustainability. Goodman:  Did they say anything about how using organics would increase the price?  Tullos:  No.  

8. Please e-mail me with others that you would like to bring to Senate to talk about issues.

b. Vice President Peters:
1. Please let me know who needs a one-on-one.  

2. We are revamping the Affiliate Program.  I will e-mail it later this week.

3. Senator Slick and I are working on a piece about deferred recruitment.  We would like a delayed recruitment in the middle of the first semester.
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Who is not getting the senate emails? Hopefully, you had a chance to look over the email about Code of Conduct. They did agree with all of them, 2 of them that they wanted to change up a little bit.  If you have any further questions, Dean Siscoe can come back to answer any questions.

2. The first one they wanted to change was number 2 about loading of buses.  After talking with Dr. White and legal affairs and chief shafer, they changed it up a little bit.  Legal pushed for it to say

3. Number 7 we added the noise statement.  

4. Number 8 was submitted by risk management regartding the assault and attack, they made a few changes.  They took out a middle of the paragraph that didn’t fit and they moved it to the beginning.  They just didn’t agree with the location.  They worked with risk management for that location.  Dr. Siscoe and them discussed the changes and proposals.  They have agreed that this should make sense.  Those were the only three that needed to be changed or anything like that.  It is an PDF copy.  Read over it before next week if you could.

5. We met this week for SBO and the mission statement we did.  Our mission statement is student’s voice helping to shape SMU.  It captures what senate really should be.   Its easy, something we can use for logos, etc.  We liked the verb shape and mold.  That is all.

d. Parliamentarian Longhofer:

1. I have the updates for all our documents from last semester.  I will put it up on the website for everyone to access.  Don’t do homework in senate.

e. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. Apply to Dining with Decision Makers!  This is such a great opportunity to be a part of.  You meet extremely influential people within our university.

f. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. Announce all the new committee times.  If your time has changed and you cannot sit on the committee, 

i. Communications is at 6 pm on Wednesdays

ii. Organizations on Thursdays at 6 pm SAMSA conference room

iii. Scholarship Wednesday at 5 pm

iv. Finance Mondays @ 8 pm (needs four new senators)

v. Student Concerns TBA

g. Speaker Seikaly
1. No report. 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) Cycling Club:

· Positive Recommendation for Temporary Charter – 7-0-0

(2) Badminton Club:

· Positive recommendation for temporary charter – 7-0-0

(3) Gamerz Club:

· Positive recommendation for temporary charter – 7-0-0

(4) FIRMC:

· Positive recommendation for probationary charter – 7-0-0

ii. Old Business:

(1) None:

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. None

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Vacancies!!! – 1 First-Year, 1 Dedman I, 1 Dedman II, 3 Engineering, 2 Education, 2 Cox, Student Concerns Vice Chair, Scholarship Disbursement Chair

2. Vote on Megan Altman for Cox Senator.  Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion approved.

3. General Elections – The applications are now up!  Go to www.smu.edu/studentsenate to apply by February 8th at 5:00 p.m.

4. We are still looking for Membership and Finance Chairs for next year!  Please tell people to apply!

d. Scholarship – Chair Miller:

1. None

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. Peruna Poll Results – I will present the specific next week on a PowerPoint presentation.  I will give just a few results now.  

f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. Elections – We are putting up ads and stake signs this week.  Please help spread the word

2. Profiles – they will be going up this week.  

3. Top 5 – Going up this week. If we add/change the list, we’ll change accordingly.  

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) New Student Programs – $1,025.00

(2) Mock Trial – $1,050.00

(3) SPARC – $1,850.00

(4) International Relations Club – $2,800.00

(5) DSP - $1,716.00

2. Old Business

(1) None

3. We are now 4 Senators short on the committee.  We need you to apply to be on the committee.  Right now we have more general committee members than senators.  We would love to have more than we even need.  We would love for you to come to the Budget retreat as well!  Budget Retreat will be the 22-24 of February.  

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. None
IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

1. Purchasing PhotoShop and digital camera for Election Time – Senator Goodman:  Statement:  By purchasing this program, we would be able to allow all candidates to use this and have a level playing field.  This would give everyone a chance to run and have a strong campaign.  Questions:  Tullos:  Are you aware that you do not have to include the price of PhotoShop in the expense report?  Goodman:  I was not.  Peters:  Were you aware that PhotoShop is available in the library?  Goodman:  I thought I had heard that.  Debate:  I just wanted to get your ideas.  Motion to end debate. Second.  Debate ended.  

2. Broaden groups SBO candidates visit during campaigning – Senator Goodman:  Statement:  I wish we could expand the groups to which the SBO candidates visit.  The fraternities and sororities are just one facet of the university.  Peters:  Are you aware that the candidates did go other places last year and in previous years?  Goodman:  Yes.  I just would want to make it official.  Debate:  I would just like to make it official.  Johnson:  I think it is a good idea to go other places as well.  Matthews:  While many of the other meetings that candidates go to are not official, the candidates always go, say, to RLSH meetings.  Tullos:  By adding more to the schedule, it might take away from the candidate’s own ability to visit other organizations.  Motion to end debate.  Second.  Motion passes.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Tullos:  I would like to encourage you to think of topics to bring up in Senatorial Forum.  This is a great time for us to have a dialogue.

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 4:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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