MINUTES

OF THE

NINETY-FOURTH SMU STUDENT SENATE

General Meeting

January 15, 2008
Hughes-Trigg Forum

I. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Speaker Seikaly at : p.m.
II. MOMENT OF SILENCE

III.  ROLL CALL

	President Tullos
	

	Vice-President Peters
	

	Secretary Dowling
	

	Speaker Seikaly
	

	Parliamentarian Longhofer
	

	Chief of Staff Hayden
	

	Senator Ali
	

	Senator Bailey
	

	Senator Brauser
	

	Senator Briceno
	

	Senator Bullock
	

	Senator Errichetto
	

	Senator Goldschmidt
	

	Senator Goodman
	

	Senator Harkins
	A

	Senator Johnson
	

	Senator Lanoux
	A

	Senator Lensing
	A

	Senator Matthews
	

	Senator Mauldin
	A

	Senator Melik
	A

	Senator Moon
	

	Senator Namdar 
	

	Senator Nerio
	A

	Senator Ordner
	

	Senator Pitts
	

	Senator Pyron
	

	Senator Radcliff
	

	Senator Robinson
	

	Senator Slick
	

	Senator Stenger
	

	Senator Stockham
	

	Senator Thornley
	

	Senator Tuttle
	

	Senator Zinkand
	

	Vice-Chair Daugherty
	A

	Chair Eaton
	A

	Associate Chair Enriquez
	A

	Chair Hinderland
	

	Chair Kobler
	

	Vice-Chair Liotta
	A

	Chair Miller
	

	Associate Chair Montesi
	

	Chair Reiff
	

	Vice-Chair Venz
	A


A - absent; T - tardy

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Approved.
V. SPEAKER’S PODIUM
1.  Provost Ludden – Good afternoon!  We missed you.  Your leadership came and met with myself regarding Fall Break and asking that it return to the previous schedule.  This went to the President’s Executive Committee and this Monday it was adopted.  I also want to talk about the Big Ideas Campaign.  We want you to be thinking about the big things that affect the DFW area.  President Tullos has agreed to be on the selection panel.  The concept is that you, the students, can look at ideas that will one day really affect you.  I hope that you will get involved with this program and spread the word about the proposals.  We look forward to your proposals.  Pyron:  Can seniors apply?  Ludden:  Yes.  Reiff:  How many proposals have you received?  Ludden:  A few.  Peters:  I am writing a TV show that is student run.  Do all five people have to be students?  Ludden:  No.

2. Hisham Masri – I hope you all had a wonderful break.  I applied as and Asian American Senator and was not elected due to a clerical error in the Registrar’s office.  This is not change who I am.  

3. Senator Zinkand – We need to go over the topic of the Asian American Senator seat.  There were some procedural errors that we need to discuss.  President Tullos actually abdicated her right to appoint the Senator.  I would like to call the Rules Tribunal to figure out what is actually going on here.  Kobler:  So can’t President Tullos actually just appoint Mr. Mehdi?  Zinkand:  She already abdicated that right.  We have mistakes that need to be fixed.  Motion to call the Rules Tribunal.  Longhofer:  We must vote to affirm or reject the previous Rules Tribunal’s decision.  Zinkand:  In summary, there is no such thing as a negative recommendation.  Also,  there was a person on the Rules Tribunal that should not have been there.  Pitts:  When we look back, this really does suck.  However, we made a decision and we need to go back and make things right.   Namdar:  We don’t need to overlook this.  Hayden: Where was this passion when we apparently did not correctly give out the money.  We need to worry about what we are here for.  We need to be working for the greater good.  I do really respect the rules, but we need to start doing things that make a difference.  Secret Ballot Vote:  17-9-0 to Affirm the Rules Tribunal’s previous decision.

VI. OFFICER REPORTS

a. President Tullos:

1. I am so disappointed in Student Senate right now.  I’m not sure why you joined Senate, but I joined to make a difference at SMU.  Someone mentioned that a new senator just asked someone why they were even here.   We need a huge wakeup call.  I love what I do and making a difference.  I don’t feel like we are right now.  We addressed all our Top 5 issues last semester and we need to new ones.  Bullock:  How many pieces of legislation have you taken to the administration?  Tullos:  I would have to look, but I believe 5.  Zinkand:  What is the current status of the Aramark contract?  Tullos:  The increase went down 2%.  Stenger:  Retention rates.  Hayden:  Housing increases.  Pyron:  Where is SMU in the Sophmore Housing.  Montesi:  Any updates on Advising?  Tullos:  I have not heard anything recently.  Bullock:  Senator Briceno and I have not heard anything recently.  Pitts:  Where are we in regards to working with Faculty Senate meetings?  Tullos:  We are going to work on finding a date, then electing those to attend the meeting.  Goodman:  Would it be possible to find out a week ahead of when we are going to vote?  Tullos:  I will let you know as soon as I hear back from Dr. Evans.

2. As far as the Task Force, I will let you know when the recommendations are given as public information.  Slick:  Why aren’t they releasing this information sooner?  Tullos:  I really am not sure.

3. Please send me some ideas of who you would like to come to SMU.

4. Inauguration of Shakeel Mehdi for Asian American Senator.

b. Vice President Peters:
1. The reason we have rules is that they give us structure, but they can sometimes bring us down.  Part of being a good leader is picking and choosing your battles.  
c. Secretary Dowling:

1. Attendance Policy – 2 strikes and you are out basically

2. Code of Conduct – We will be hearing back next week.

d. Assistant Dean Jones:  

1. Welcome Back!

e. Chief of Staff Hayden:
1. All of your committee’s might be changing.  I will be working with the Chairs in Cabinet today and working out times.
f. Speaker Seikaly
1. No report. 

g. Parliamentarian Longhofer:

1. Election of new Rules Tribunal

1. Motion to open the floor for nominations.  Second.  Motion passes.

2. Nominees:  Ali, Pitts, Namdar, Goodman.

3. Candidates Speeches

4. New Rules Tribunal: Ali, Pitts, and Goodman.

2. Inauguration of Parliamentarian Longhofer

3. Thank you to my predecessor.  Also, I will be working with the new Rules Tribunal this semester.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

a. Organizations – Chair Reiff:

i. New Business:

(1) None.

ii. Old Business:

(1) None.

iii. The Spring Semester MOM will be next Tuesday and Wednesday!  

iv. Organizations Chair applications are now up.  All candidates will shadow me at the MOM.

b. Executive – President Tullos:

1. None.

c. Membership – Chair Eaton:

1. Vote on Sarah Acosta.  Motion to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Second.  Motion approved.

2. Chair applications for Membership, Finance and Organizations are now out.    

d. Scholarship – Chair Miller:

1. None. 

e. Student Concerns – Chair Kobler:

1. None. 

f. Communications – Chair Clark:

1. None.

g. Finance – Chair Hinderland:
1. New Business

(1) None

2. Old Business

(1) None

3. Finance retreat will be February 22&23.  We also have three openings for senators on the committee.

h. Students’ Assoc. Advertising Report – Ad. Director Watkins:

1. No report.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
a. F-07-11-11 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY TO ADOPT A MEDICAL AMNESTY POLICY
1. Speech – Senator Pitts and Bullock - Please vote this up.  We changed most everything you asked us to from the last meeting.

2. Debate – Vote it up.

3. Vote – Motion to approve.  Second.  The legislation passes

b. F-07-11-12 A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE ADMINISTRATION OF SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY TO ADOPT A “GOOD SAMARITAN” POLICTY
1. Speech – Vote this up

2. Debate – Vote it up

3. Vote – Motion to approve.  Second.  The legislation passes.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

a. None.

X. SENATORIAL FORUM

a. None.
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

a. Senator Errichetto – Senator Johnson and I helped to bring a health food section to Umphrey Lee!

b. VP Peters – I am casting for a TV show written by SMU students.  Please let me know if you would like an audition.  

XII. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, the Senate adjourned at 5:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lamar Dowling




Student Body Secretary
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